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Whodunit?
What if you are unjustly blamed for something that another
person did or said? Are you allowed to name the perpetrator in
order to clear your own name?
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he answer is complicated. If a person
makes an innocent mistake (and you
are therefore not obligated to inform
the storekeeper, as you would be if he stole
the money), you are not allowed to name the
person who did it just to clear your name.
You are, however, allowed to say that you
did not do it. If there are only two possible
culprits, as in this case, you can make that
denial only if the other person’s actions were,
in fact, improper; for instance if the cashier
had been negligent in making the error.
If you are not in a position to deny that
it was you, you could try to mitigate
the impact by minimizing the act: For
instance, you could say, “I know it wasn’t
done intentionally.” In general, accepting
the blame is considered a meritorious
act, unless you will be unjustly
penalized. If remaining quiet would cost
you your job, a raise, a promotion or a
good reference for the future, you are not
obligated to take the blame.

ou are one of two
salespeople in a
store. Both you and
your coworker use the cash
register to ring up sales. After
a customer leaves, you hear
the other salesperson tell a
stock-boy, “Uh-oh. I thought
those shirts were on sale.” At
the end of the day, your boss
finds a shortage and blames
you for it.
May you
tell him
that it was
your coworker who
made the
mistake?
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Sefer Chofetz Chaim, Hil. Loshon Hora 10:17 with
Be’er Mayim Chaim 43; Hil. Rechilus 9:14

Reviewed by Rabbi Moshe Mordechai Lowy. For discussion only; actual halachic
decisions should be made by a rav or halachic expert on a case-by-case basis.

I love everything about the program! I
print out Shabbos Menu by Thursday
morning. It’s beautifully done, and
the Table Card is a gentle reminder,
non-threatening and pretty too. It
makes a difference in the conversation
at the table.
The program enhances our Shabbos
table and I promote it further too:
I have a chaburah where we do a
machsom and learn the mitzvos
bein adam lachaveiro, and I
introduced your program to the
group. You got it right!
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“A person sees

everyone’s
faults

except

his own.”
– Nega’im 2:5
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“Before she died, the woman mentioned the story to
her son and told him the name
of the man who drove her
to the cemetery every
year on the yahrtzeit.

What are the dangers of making a big,
dramatic change? What are the benefits?
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Follow the crucial advice
of the Gadol Hador
HaRav Chaim Kanievsky,
shlita, to work on Shmiras
Haloshon by learning a daily
lesson of Shmiras Haloshon
with your family.
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“The elderly woman
in the story was my
mother, and the man
was your father.
So when I heard he
passed away I came
to express my gratitude
and to tell you how special
your father was.”
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