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T H E

HALACHAH

S ince Yaakov 
introduced a 
new, derogatory 

interpretation of the story, 
even in jest, his words 
were loshon hora.

Sefer Chofetz Chaim  
Hilchos Loshon Hora 6:7

Reviewed by Rabbi Moshe Mordechai Lowy. For discussion only; actual halachic decisions should 
be made by a rav or halachic expert on a case-by-case basis. 

‘That’s a 
Different 

Story’

T H E

DILEMMA

In what seemed like a big rush, the 
Feinberg family packed up and moved out 
of town. Dovid Feinberg told everyone that 

he had gotten a new, higher-paying position in 
a company based in a small Midwestern town. 
The family expenses were growing, he said, 
and he had little choice but to take the job. 
The boss wanted him to start ASAP.
One day, Yaakov was talking to Moshe about 
Dovid’s departure. “He left so fast. It almost 
seems like he was run out of town!” Yaakov 
joked.

“It’s true, he did leave awfully fast now that 
you mention it,” Moshe 
said. “Come to think of it, I 
wonder why. It was kind 
of odd....”
Because Moshe 
already knew that 
Dovid left town in a 
rush, was Yaakov’s 
information loshon 
hora?

accust oms

FOR QUESTIONS AND  
COMMENTS, EMAIL

Shabbosmenu@cchfglobal.org

transgress

If you already know that a story is true, and someone tells it to you again, 
can this possibly be counted as accepting loshon hora?

WHERE ARE 
YOU GOING?

Ani l’Dodi v’Dodi li, “I am for my Beloved 
and my Beloved is for me.” These words are 

derived from the letters of the word “Elul”—
alef-lamed-vov-lamed. But ani can mean 

something else (besides “I”): In Hebrew, 
when we want to know where someone is 
going, we ask him "L'an?" — where are 

you headed? Thus, ani can be translated as 
“my destination,” and the passuk is saying, 

“[When] my destination is to my Beloved 
(Hashem), [then] my Beloved’s is towards 

me.” 

This Shabbos, when we sit down at our tables 
and speak with care, we are moving ourselves 
in Hashem’s direction. In this zechus He will 

surely draw closer to each of us.

– Rabbi Ephraim Eliyahu Shapiro

–  Se fe r  Shmi ras  HaLoshon ,  
Shaa r  HaTevunah  ch .  4

“The more one 

the sin of loshon hora.”

himself to judging others  
  favorably, the less he will 
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F O O D  F O R
T H O U G H T
T O  S P A R K
C O N V E R S A T I O N



Some things seem unforgiveable. You see a friend you admire texting as the Torah 
is read one Thursday morning. You overhear a woman you thought was a great 
mother lashing out at her daughter. You spot your son’s beloved rebbi cutting in 
front of another car to grab an empty parking space. In situations like these, our 
estimation of the other person tends to plummet. Even if they regret their act, we 
don’t forget it.
In this way, we judge people with far less mercy than Hashem shows to even the 
worst Jew. The Gemara brings an interesting scenario that illustrates the point: A 
person is spending the last moments of Yom Kippur eating – not just eating, but 
eating something treif. As soon as Yom Kippur ends, he draws a ring from his 
pocket, places it on a woman’s finger, and says, “You are sanctified to me on the 
condition that I am righteous.”
Placing the ring on the woman’s finger with this declaration is enough to make 
her his wife. However, what about the condition? Can a man who eats treif food 
on Yom Kippur be considered righteous? The Gemara holds that he has met the 
condition. He has performed a valid wedding ceremony because perhaps he 
had a thought of teshuvah, a spark of 
inspiration, before he placed the ring. In 
that case, he is no longer considered a 
sinner. 
Most of the Jews we know are not eating 
ham sandwiches on Yom Kippur, but 
they might occasionally be impatient, 
inconsiderate, or impulsive, leading them 
to do the wrong thing and most likely 
regret it. If they’ve had their moment of 
teshuvah and Hashem has forgiven them, 
how can we not do the same?

Do the  
Right Thing

TALK ABOUT IT
What are some of your strategies for resisting temptation 

and following your yetzer tov?

TALK ABOUT IT
What is the difference between disapproving of 
what someone has done and feeling negatively 

toward them because of it?

Stricter Than Hashem?
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Children's 
Line

special your father was.”
A renewed wave of awe and love washed 

over Jack Gold’s bereaved children. 
Their father’s chessed was so much 
more than even Rabbi Pollak knew 
– because Jack Gold did not live 

anywhere near the Rabbi’s mother. Nor 
did he have a yahrtzeit on the same day. 
He had simply offered himself – his time, 
patience, company and conversation – to 
take a little bit of the burden off one fellow 
Jew’s shoulders. 
______________
Excerpted with permission from Stam Torah, by Rabbi 
Daniel Staum

Avie Gold was sitting shiva for his 
revered father, Mr. Jack (Yaakov) 
Gold, in October 1976. Rabbi 

Yaakov Pollack, Rabbi of Congregation 
Shomrei Emunah in Boro Park and a 
maggid shiur at Yeshiva University, entered 
the house and sat down. He said to the 
mourners, “You’re probably wondering why 
I came to be menchem avel, since neither 
Avie nor Jack Gold ever davened in my 
shul. I’ll explain it to you with a story:
“Many years ago an Orthodox Jewish 
man was driving in Queens near a Jewish 
cemetery when he noticed an elderly 
woman standing under a bus shelter. He 
pulled over and asked her in Yiddish where 
she was heading. She answered that she 
was going home to Brooklyn, and she told 
him where she lived. He replied that he 
was heading to the same neighborhood 
and he would be happy to drive her home.
“During the drive to Brooklyn she explained 
that she had yahrtzeit and had come to the 
cemetery to daven. She had been waiting 
for the bus to take her home. They cordially 
conversed until he 
dropped her off 
in front of her 
home. 
“Almost 
a year 
later, 
the man 
called 
the elderly 
woman and 
siad, ‘Since 
we both have to be 
at the cemetery on the same day and 
we live in the same neighborhood, I’m 
going to pick you up and we’ll go to the cem-
etery together, and then I’ll drive you home.’
“The scene repeated itself for a number of 
years, until the elderly woman passed away. 
“Before she died, the woman mentioned 
the story to her son and told him the name 
of the man who drove her to the cemetery 
every year on the yahrtzeit. 
“The elderly woman in the story was my 
mother, and the man was your father. So 
when I heard he passed away I came to 
express my gratitude and to tell you how 

going 
my way

TALK ABOUT IT
What are some of the many lessons about the 
best way to do chessed that we can learn from 

this man’s selfless act?

What are the dangers of making 
a big, dramatic change? What 
are the benefits?

TALK 
ABOUT 

IT

Question: “My yetzer hora never quits! How can I ever 
conquer loshon hora for good?”

Answer: “Just tell him you’re not really giving it up. You’re just 
holding off for now.”
The answer comes from Dovid Hamelech, who would set out for the beis 
medrash with the yetzer hora tagging along, saying, “You’ve got a million 
things to take care of! Who’s got time to sit and learn?”
“Oh, you think I’m going to learn?” the king would reply. “I’m really going 
to take care of some important business.”
The yetzer hora, thinking he had won, would go away long enough for Dovid 
Hamelech to direct his feet to the beis medrash.
In His kindness, Hashem allows this ruse to work whenever we’re faced with a 
challenge. The truth is, it’s not the yetzer hora that falls for the trick, it’s we who 
fall for it, because we’re falling in the direction in which we really want to go.

sage advice
fool the yetzer hora
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 לע״נ חיים יחיאל מיכל בן
רפאל פייוועל שניאור ז״ל

 נלב״ע ערב שבת קודש
 י׳ אלול תשע״ז

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.
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percent. But there 
was one small 
area, one curve, 
that was guarded, 
and that’s where 
the driver had lost 
control.
The Canadian 
policeman who 
arrived at the 
scene looked at 
the car, looked at 
the girls, and said 
what they all knew 

to be true: They had been saved by a 
miracle. But Mrs. Klein knew that they 
had, in fact, been saved by a call.
___________
*Names have been changed

As Mrs. Klein* enjoyed her 
Shabbos afternoon nap, her 
mother came to her in a dream. 

At first she shone with a radiant smile, 
but suddenly she began sobbing. 
“You must make the call!” she insisted 
through her tears. 
“What call? Call who?” Mrs. Klein asked. 
Her mother named a woman with whom 
Mrs. Klein had been embroiled in a dispute. 
When Shabbos was over, Mrs. Klein’s 
daughter rushed out of the house to join 
two friends with whom she would be 
driving to New York to attend another 
friend’s chasunah. The trip from their 
homes in Montreal would take them 
through the mountains, over the border 
into upstate New York, and on to the city.
Meanwhile, as Mrs. Klein went about 
straightening up the house after 
Shabbos, her dream haunted her. What 
did her mother mean? Why was she 
weeping? Finally, she decided that she 
had to call the person in question. She 
knew it would be a difficult 
conversation, and it was. 
But at the end of it, she 
had gotten 
the other 
woman’s 
mechilah.
Moments 
later, the 
phone rang. 
The number 
was her 
daughter’s, 
but the voice 
was weak and trembling. “Mommy! We’re 
alive!” her daughter said.
They had been driving along in the 
mountains when they hit a patch of 
black ice. With almost no guardrails 
on that long stretch of highway, the 
chances of their plunging over the 
mountainside had been nearly 100 
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1. Positive words teach your children to love life. Your positive words 
and outlook plant in your children the belief that people are basically good. 
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4. Positive words make your home a safety zone. If you make your home into 
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5. Positive words equip your children for success. Teach them to see the good 
in others and they will have the one tool 
they need for loving relationships with 
spouse and children, power in their 
Torah and tefillah, a good name in the 
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5 WayS positive words 
build your home
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Assuming that most people don’t 
get messages from Shamayim in 
a dream, what can we learn from 
this story?

saved by
A call
As heard from Mr. Rothschild
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sage advice

them to her, I asked Hashem, ‘Please help 
me marry this man who had the courage to do 
what was right.’”

And He did. 

Boruch’s story reminds us that when we’re making 
that choice between right and wrong, Someone is 
watching, waiting for us to choose right. Whether 
it’s the words we speak or the deeds we do, we 
always win by doing the right thing. 

Small pleasures can sometimes soothe 
large wounds. This was the case in a 
Displaced Person’s camp, where those 
who had survived the war and the 

concentration camps found temporary refuge. 

Some clothing, a pair of shoes, a few items to 
call their own – these were the small things that 
took on tremendous importance. In one camp, 
a man named Boruch Lieberman had the job of 
distributing new shoes. He set up racks, as in a 
shoe store, and served his “customers” in order, 
according to their number in line.

But Boruch had another matter on his mind. He 
had been introduced to Rachel Simanowitz, a 
fellow survivor. She, like he, wanted nothing more 
than to build a family on a foundation of Torah. He 
hoped that she would soon become his partner in 
life.

One day, Rachel came to choose a pair of shoes. 
He noticed her eyes settle on an elegant burgundy 
pair displayed on the third row of his shoe racks. 
However, two girls were ahead of Rachel in 
line. One of them went straight for the burgundy 
shoes. Turning to Boruch, she asked, “Are these 
available?” 

For a moment, Boruch was torn. How he would 
love to please Rachel with the shoes she desired! 
But why should this young lady, who had also 
been through so much, not get the shoes? "Yes," 
he told her, "they're available."  

As he handed the girl the shoes, he noticed 
Rachel averting her face. Were those tears he saw 
in her eyes?

A few days later, Boruch and Rachel had their next 
date. He immediately apologized for the incident 
with the shoes, but Rachel cut him off.

“Do you think I was crying because I didn’t get 
the shoes I wanted? Not at all! I 

knew you wanted me to have 
the shoes and I watched 

to see what you would 
do. When I saw that 

you gave 
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