
He’s Not Taking 
Any Chances

T H E

DILEMMA
E phraim, a diamond dealer, felt bad for his 

friend Shaul, who had lost his job and 
couldn’t find a new one. Shaul explained 

that companies considered him “overqualified,” 
since he was middle-aged and had many years of 
management experience.

“Look, I just got a nice lot of diamonds,” Ephraim 
told Shaul. “Why don’t you be my broker? You’ll 
sell them and take a commission. It’s potentially a 
lot of money!”

Shaul accepted the offer and to “keep things 
kosher,” the two men signed an agreement. Later, 
Ephraim told a mutual friend that Shaul was going 
to work for him. The friend, who often advised 
Ephraim and had his trust, wanted Ephraim to 
know that Shaul had lost his 
job because he was in 
constant conflict with his 
boss.

The friend knows 
that if Ephraim hears 
this, he will renege on 
the agreement, so as not 
to be forced to deal with a 
difficult situation on a daily basis. 
May the friend warn Ephraim?

T H E

HALACHAH

S ince the friend is not 
permitted to convey 
information that will 

be used to harm Shaul, and 
he knows that Ephraim will 
act on the information, he 
is not permitted to convey 
it. This is because when 
someone trusts another 
person to the extent that his 
word is accepted as truth, 
or there is corroborating 
evidence that supports 
the information, it may not 
be related if the damage 
that would result from 

relating the information 
may exceed that 

which a beis din 
would impose 
based on the 
testimony of 

two witnesses.
Sefer Chofetz Chaim,  
Hilchos Rechilus 9:5

Reviewed by Rabbi Moshe Mordechai Lowy. For discussion only; actual halachic decisions should be made 
by a rav or halachic expert on a case-by-case basis. 
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You know you’re not allowed to interfere with a contract that’s already been 
sealed, but you want to give your friend a heads-up about some potential 
problems likely to develop with the other party to the deal. May you do so if 
you know that he’s going to try to back out or act against the other party?

FOR QUESTIONS AND  
COMMENTS, EMAIL

Shabbosmenu@cchfglobal.org

word

paint
for that person’s self-portrait.”

“With each 

a person speaks to  
 another, he is providing 

Thanks for a great program! I now know 
many more halachos of what may be 

said and what shouldn’t be said. I am 
more sensitive to hilchos loshon hora in 

general.

-  Pos i t i ve  Word  Power ,  Day  5

PARTICIPANTS 
SPEAK

Visit cchf.global/claritycalls to 
sign up for this free program. 
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 לע״נ חיים יחיאל מיכל בן
רפאל פייוועל שניאור ז״ל

 נלב״ע ערב שבת קודש 
 י׳ אלול תשע״ז

ת.נ.צ.ב.ה.

As a zechus for  
Mishpachas Ashear

לע״נ
יהודה בן ברוך ז״ל

 כ״ד טבת
ואשתו שרה בת צבי ע״ה

כ״ז טבת

“What’s 
That 
About?”

H ow often do we look but fail to 
see? How often do we see but fail 
to inquire? So many people in our 
lives have needs that we can fulfill 

if we only take the time to notice. We learn 
this from Moshe Rabbeinu, who turned to 
look at the burning bush and wondered why 
it was the way it was. In doing so, he took 
the first step toward bringing redemption 
to the entire nation. We too can merit great 
things when we “turn to look,” as this story 
illustrates: Dr. Joseph Rosenblatt is a top 
oncologist who lives with his wife in Florida. 
One day, Mrs. Rosenblatt was driving along 
a highway when she noticed, two lanes over, 
an old wreck of a car that had a “for sale” 
sign on the window.  

Although she certainly had no interest in the 
car, she had an interest in the driver. She 
wondered why he was selling such a car. 
Something compelled her to find out. She 
called the number and the driver answered.

“I’m two lanes over from you,” she told the 
man, “and I see that your car is for sale. Can 
I ask you why you’re selling it?”

Although he owed no one an answer, the 
man opened up immediately. Tearfully, he 
told Mrs. Rosenblatt about his young wife 
who had become seriously ill. “We came 
here from South America because everyone 
told us that the only doctor who could save 
her is Dr. Joseph Rosenblatt. But we don’t 
have insurance to pay him, so I’m selling the 
car to try to raise some money.”

Mrs. Rosenblatt listened in 
stunned silence. “Joseph 
Rosenblatt is my husband,” 
she told the man.  “Go right 
now, pick up your wife, and 

take her to the hospital.  I’ll come to the 
hospital, and my husband will come to 
meet you. He will treat your wife for free.” 

Dr. Rosenblatt treated the young wife and 
merited to be Hashem’s shaliach to heal 
her from her illness.  

The amazing hashgachah pratis of this 
story is clear. The driver had to be on the road at the 
same time as Mrs. Rosenblatt. His “for sale” sign had to 
be in her line of vision. But the catalyst for those pieces 
to come together into a miracle was Mrs. Rosenblatt’s 
own choice to look 
around, notice 
something unusual 
and wonder, “What 
is that about?”

Our Mission
at the Chofetz Chaim Heritage 

Foundation is to inspire Jews around 
the world to grasp the life-enhancing 

gift of shmiras haloshon, ahavas 
Yisrael, and shalom, and to provide 

easy access to a wide array of options 
designed to spark personal growth.

More than 52,000 students
use our curriculums each week.

TALK ABOUT IT
How can this idea help us when people in our lives are not behaving in their 

usual friendly manner?

Imagine just one instance of someone acting toward a fellow Jew with the middah of nosei b’ol 
chaveiro: A girl applies to seminary and doesn’t get it in to the one her friends are going to. Her 
teacher knows that this particular seminary wouldn’t have been good for her, but she also sees that 
the girl is suffering. The teacher finds a private moment to talk to the girl, listening as she expresses 
her disappointment and shame. The girl notices that the teacher’s eyes are tearing up as she listens. 

“Well, I guess Hashem knows what He’s doing,” the girl says. “I’ll get in where I’m supposed to be. 
It’s just kind of hard right now.”

Because the teacher was hurting along with her student, the student actually feels that she 
has to be encouraging. Being heard and understood has given her courage to face the situa-
tion. She feels Hashem’s goodness once again.

Now imagine that all Jews connected to each other with this willingness to share the bur-
den. No one would feel alone in his suffering. Klal Yisrael would be woven together in a 
beautiful tapestry of care and compassion. And that would make the world a different place.

When the middah of nosei b’ol im chaveiro thrives among the Jewish people, the world thrives. 
This is because when we care about each other, we build achdus in Klal Yisrael. We become 
linked to one another, and according to Rav Chaim Mintz (Malbim, Parashas Terumah) this 
creates an inviting environment for the Shechinah. Therefore, Hashem’s presence is revealed 
to a greater extent, and from that emanates all the brachah, healing, and peace we long for.

sage advice

Weaving Ourselves Together

“It seems,” he 
told his assistant, 
“that Heaven 
does not wish for 
us to disseminate 
the contents of 
this manuscript 
to Klal Yisrael. 
But your coffee 
spilled. Here’s 

another one.”

Rav Shabse Frankel z”l was a renowned talmid 
chacham who led a ground-breaking undertaking 
in the world of Torah publishing. But just as great 
was his sterling character. Only one who had 
worked his entire life on refining himself could 
have reacted the way he did.
______________________
Thanks to Hotza’as Shabse Frankel for the biographical 
information, and to a member of Rav Shabse’s family for 
verifying the details of the story
Reprinted with permission from an article in Yated Ne’eman
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Our Mission 
at the Chofetz Chaim Heritage 

Foundation is to inspire Jews around 
the world to grasp  

the life-enhancing gift of Shmiras 
Haloshon, Ahavas Yisrael and  
Shalom, and to provide easy  

access to a wide array of options 
designed to spark personal growth.

More than 52,000 students
use our curriculums each week.

In 1970, Rav Shabse Frankel embarked on a 
revolutionary project: to produce an accurate 
version of Rambam’s Mishneh Torah, including 
an invaluable new resource, the Mafteach, 
a cross-referencing index of any mention of 
Rambam or its sources in hundreds of ancient 
and contemporary sefarim. 

T he first volume of the Frankel Rambam, 
published in 1975, was welcomed with 
great enthusiasm by the entire Torah 

world. Over the following three decades, many 
of Eretz Yisrael’s greatest talmidei chachamim 
labored to produce the remaining volumes of 
the Mishneh Torah. Rav Shabse dedicated an 
untold amount of money toward this project, and 
left no stone unturned in his quest to ensure the 
utmost accuracy of the “Frankel Rambam.” 

At one juncture, Rav Shabse was told about the 
existence of an ancient manuscript of a portion 
of Rambam’s Mishneh Torah, one of the oldest 
such texts still extant. However, obtaining it was 
not simple, as it was held in a museum in Egypt. 
He put together large sums of money for the 
purchase, and spent years pursuing the elusive 

ksav yad. 

Finally, the museum 
agreed to sell a 

portion of the 
manuscript — 

for an exorbitant price. Rav Shabse 
jumped at the opportunity. After years 
of effort, and at enormous cost, the 
manuscript was finally in his possession. 

He entered his office with the precious, newly 
acquired ksav yad. He placed it on a desk for 
his assistant to examine. The excitement was 
palpable. But as he reached out to look at the 
manuscript, the assistant inadvertently knocked 
over a cup of coffee he had been drinking. 
Before he could react, the coffee had spilled all 
over the manuscript, rendering it unreadable. 
The fragile, ancient paper simply shriveled up; in 
a second, the precious document had become 
worthless. The assistant froze, unable to say or 
do anything.  

Astonishingly, Rav Shabse didn’t flinch. He 
walked out of the room and returned, holding a 
cup of coffee.
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Another 
Coffee

By R’ Yitzchok Hisiger

TALK ABOUT IT
What were some of the middos that went into Rav 

Frankel’s reaction? How can we work on these 
middos at our own level?

A Ten-Second 
Answer
If you were given ten seconds to offer mean-
ingful advice to a chassan/kallah just before they go to 
the chupah, what do you think you would say? Would it be commu-
nicate? Perhaps be there for each other? Maybe you would think that 
the most important thing should be to view each other l’kaf zechus?
When HaGaon HaRav Aharon Leib Shteinman, shlita, was asked this question, his 
short, three-word answer was unequivocal: “Levater, levater, levater – to give in, to give, 
to give in.” That was it, three words to guide a couple towards a successful marriage.

What is the middah underlying this ability to “let things go,” to give in, not to give 
up? It is the middah of anavah, humility. In contrast, people who are unable to let go, 
people who are makpid about many things, are assumedly propelled by the middah 
of gaavah, haughtiness.

Rav Shteinman’s answer of “levater, levater, 
levater” is completely in sync with anivus being 
the middah underlying vatranus. After all, Rav 
Shteinman has become legendary for his disdain 
for gaavah.
NOTE: A situation in which one party consistently dominates, 
insults, belittles another is one which must be addressed by 
professionals. Such a situation is defined as abuse, and it must 
be stopped; it is not one that calls for vatranus.

201.855.8255, 212.596.8255
212.444.1119
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sage advice
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201.855.8255, 212.596.8255

Teen 
Line

he went to Shamayim he was still guarding, 
still asking all of us to be careful with our 
mouths, because the entire world and our 
lives depend on it.”

Rabbi Dovid Goldwasser was invited 
to address the renowned Manchester 
Yeshivaj. Arriving at the airport, he 

asked his hosts to make a stop before taking 
him to his hotel; he wanted to daven at the 
kever of the great Manchester Rosh Yeshivah, 
Rav Yehudah Zev Segal, zt”l, the tzaddik who 
was known for his unwavering devotion to the 
mitzvah of Shmiras Haloshon.
Rav Segal not only guarded this mitzvah 
himself, but he created the Shmiras Haloshon 
Yomi calendar designating two halachos 
to be learned each day. He would give this 
calendar to those who came to him in their 
darkest times, guaranteeing that learning the 
halachos would bring a yeshuah. When the 
time came for Rav Segal to leave this world, 
he asked that his calendars be buried with 
him; they were his “passport to Olam Haba.”
Upon arriving at Rav Segal’s kever, Rabbi 
Goldwasser began to recite a perek of 
Tehillim on behalf of  a troubled individual 
who had asked him do so. “I realized after I 
began that I was saying the wrong perek,” 
Rabbi Goldwasser relates. “Instead of saying 
38, I was saying 39.” However, since he 
had already started, he felt that he should 
continue to the 
end and 
then 

say 
38.  As he 
continued, he 
was struck with 
amazement at 
the words that had been “accidentally” placed 
in his mouth: “I will guard my ways from 
sinning with my mouth. I will guard my mouth 
with a muzzle.”
“I realized the power of the Rosh Yeshivah,” 
said Rabbi Goldwasser. “Not only did he 
stand guard for the mitzvah of Shmiras 
Haloshon while he was alive, but even after 

keeping 
the watch

TALK ABOUT IT
What reason might there be for Rabbi Goldwasser 

to be the recipient of Rav Segal’s “message”?  

Rabbi Lowy, shlita answers, a Shabbos Table Machsom member’s questions 
on the halachah in issue 42.
THE DILEMMA : You are one of two salespeople in a store. Both you and your 
coworker use the cash register to ring up sales. After a customer leaves, you hear the other 
salesperson tell a stock-boy, “Uh-oh. I thought those shirts were on sale.” At the end of the 
day, your boss finds a shortage and blames you for it. May you tell him that it was your 
co-worker who made the mistake?

THE HALACHAH: The answer is complicated. If a person makes an innocent mistake 
(and you are therefore not obligated to inform the storekeeper, as you would be if he stole 
the money), you are not allowed to name the person who did it just to clear your name. You 
are, however, allowed to say that you did not do it. If there are only two possible culprits, 
as in this case, you can make that denial only if the other person’s actions were, in fact, 
improper; for instance, if the cashier had been negligent in making the error. In general, 
accepting the blame is considered a meritorious act, unless you will be unjustly penalized. 

May I speak against someone in order to vindicate myself?

Question: If there are only two people and the person is not allowed 
to say "Not me," what can he or she say? 

Answer: The best way out is to try to 
justify what happened to minimize negative 
fallout by explaining that “I know that it was a 
mistake. It wasn’t done intentionally. No harm 
was meant.”

Question: What is considered 
"unjustly penalized"?  

Answer: Anything that would 
compromise his present or future job 
prospects or his status at work would be 
“unjust.” He is not obligated to suffer any 
financial loss and is even allowed to name the 
culprit to prevent any loss on his part.

sage advice
Halachah Clarified
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PART OF A SERIES  
ON BEING NOSEI B'OL

TALK ABOUT IT
What are the ingredients of nosei b’ol im chaveiro? How 
can we build it in ourselves if it’s not part of our natural 

personality?


