
Hey Shmuel, 
let’s go play 
outside in the 

snow!

...The Rosh 
Yeshiva didn’t 

even look in our 
direction!

Sure Yehuda, 
hold on while I put 

on my coat…

Wow! he’s going 
on to yeshiva as if 
nothing happened!

Rebbe, it 
would seem 

that the Rosh 
yeshiva walked 
away without 
even looking 

at those 
bochurim...!

What purpose did I 
have to turn around and see 

who threw the snowball? I have 
no doubt that the snowball hit 

me unintentionally. Therefore, why 
should I have turned around? It 
would have caused unnecessary 

embarrassment to the 
bochurim!

Chevron Yeshivah the next 
afternoon during the break:

Yehuda was a young student 
who learned in the Chevron 
Yeshiva in Yerushalayim. One 
night, a rare snow fell. The 
snow blanketed the entire city.

Until… To the boys horror, the 
snowball hit the Rosh 
Yeshiva of Chevron, R’ 

Simcha Zissel Broide zt”l, 
squarely in the face.

The boys played 
for some time…

At that moment, both boys 
wished they could disappear 

under the snow. They envisioned 
the sharp look they would get 

from R’ Simcha Zissel.
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R' Simcha Mordechai Ziskind זַצַ״ל, also known as R' Simcha Zissel Broide, the son of ר׳ חִזְקִיָהוּ אַבְרָהָם 
and טוֹבָא רײֵזל, was born in יְרוּשָלַיִם. In his early years, he learned in תַלְמוּד תוֹרָה עֵץ חַיִים under  ר׳ מָרְדְכַי דָוִד
 where he spent the next 75 years of his ,יְשִיבַת חֶבְרוֹן he went to learn in ,בַר מִצְוָה At the age of .לֶוִין זַצַ״ל
life. During the 1929 pogrom he was at home in יְרוּשָלַיִם and was thus saved. In the winter of 1935, R' 
Simcha Zissel went to Petach Tikvah to study and was one of the founders of the  יְשִיבַת תוֹרַת אֶרֶץ
 at the home of his sister which was near the home of בְנֵי בְרַק there. During that period, he lived in יִשְרָאֵל
the חֲזוֹן אִיש, and he would often speak with him in learning. In 1941, he married Golda Miriam ע״ה, the 
daughter of R' Moshe Finkel זַצַ״ל, the ראֹש יְשִיבָה of Slabodka and חֶבְרוֹן. He began delivering שִעוּרִים in 
1945 and was appointed ראֹש מְתִיבְתָא in 1951. In 1961, he became ראֹש יְשִיבָה. In 1969, He was appointed as a 
member of the מוֹעֶצֶת in אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל and was recognized for his sensitivity, חָכְמָה and practical דַעַת תוֹרָה. 

A prolific writer on diverse subjects, his סְפָרִים include חָבֵר מַאֲמָרֵי הַתוֹרָה and ְשָם דֶרֶך, among others. 

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

יבַת חֶבְרוֹן ,ר׳ אַהֲרֹן כּהֵן זַצַ״ל  was born in a small ,ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ
village near Kovno, to ר׳ אַבְרָהָם מָרְדְכַי and חַיָה שָרָה Cohen. 
As a בָחוּר during WWI, ר׳ אַהֲרֹן learned in יבַת לוֹמְזָה  then ,יְשִׁׁ

in Ukraine (Prilocki, Charkhov). After the war, he learned in  יבַת כְּנֶסֶת יְשִׁׁ
שְרָאֵל לוּי in Slabodka where he was known as the יִׁ יבָה of the עִׁ  He was .יְשִׁׁ
close to י יק ,Finkel (Alter) ר׳ נָתָן צְבִׁ צְחָק אַייזִׁ  ,Epstein ר׳ מֹשֶׁה מָרְדְכַי ,Sher ר׳ יִׁ
and ר׳ אַבְרָהָם Grodzinski. In 1924, he relocated to חֶבְרוֹן with a large group 
of ים ידִׁ ילָה He married .תַלְמִׁ  Epstein in 1929, and together they raised צִׁ
several orphans. He was a leading עוּר יד שִׁׁ יבַת חֶבְרוֹן in מַגִׁ  מוּסָר and gave ,יְשִׁׁ
shmuessen. He left no children. Some of his ים דוּשִׁׁ  were הֲלָכָה and תוֹרָה on חִׁ
published under the title בֵית אַהֲרֹן.

 י״ח סיון
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 was mesmerized זַצַ״ל Lefkowitz ר׳ מִיכְל יְהוּדָה
when he saw his ר׳ אַהֲרֹן כּהֵן זַצַ״ל ,רֶבִי 
davening. He described the scene and 
wrote that everyone around was 
astounded at the sight of someone [not 
just talking, but] clinging with all his 
being to ד׳ and completely forsaking all 
physical matters. R’ Aharon Kotler זַצַ״ל 
had a similar experience when he 
witnessed ר׳ אַהֲרֹן כּהֵן davening. He said, “It 
was worthwhile to come to אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל just in order to 
watch the davening of ר׳ אַהֲרֹן כּהֵן!”

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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…וּבִמְקוֹם  אֲשֶר יִשְכָן שָם הֶעָנָן שָם יַחֲנוּ…וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן יִסְעוּ…וּלְפִי הֵעָלוֹת הֶעָנָן  
And  in  accord  with  the  lifting  of  the  cloud  …  after  that 

they [בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל] travelled … and in the place where the cloud would 
rest, there they [בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל] would rest… (בַמִדְבָר ט:יז)

 for forty בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל cloud,that led ,עָנָן explains that the סִפְרִי
years in the מִדְבָר was just one of seven עֲנָנִים. Four of the other עֲנָנִים 
surounded בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל on each side, protecting them from any attacking 
enemies or wandering dangerous animals. Another עָנָן was placed 
above the entire camp, shielding בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל from the hot sun and the 
nightly frost. The remaining עָנָן was similar to a carpet, protecting  בְנֵי
 also flattened עָנָן from the poisonous snakes and scorpions. This יִשְרָאֵל
the ground like a bulldozer, easing the travel especially for the 
younger, older or weaker members of בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל.  

כוֹת asks an intriguing question. Why on ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ מִזְרָחִי  do סֻּ
we only make a remembrance for the top עָנָן that shielded בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל 
from the hot sun and the nightly frost? There were altogether seven 
 focused on only מִצְוָה and each had a unique purpose. Why is the ,עֲנָנִים
one of the seven עֲנָנִים?

The ְחִנּוּך explains the מִצְוָה of sitting in a כָה :סֻּ
מִצְוַת יְשִיבַת סֻכָה -מִצְוָה שכה    

 We are commanded to dwell in a כָה  for a seven day period סֻּ
as it says: כֺּת תֵשְבוּ שִבְעַת יָמִים …בַסֻּ , You shall dwell in a כָה  for a seven סֻּ
day period… (וַיִקְרָא כג:מב). 

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
The ְחִנּוּך explains that sitting in a כָה  is meant to remind us סֻּ

of the many kindnesses and miracles that ד׳ performed for us when we 
left מִצְרַיִם. The כָה בְנֵי  lovingly covered ד׳ in particular reminds us how סֻּ
 with His Clouds of Glory as a protection, so that the sun should יִשְרָאֵל
not harm them by day, nor the frost by night. 

The ְחִנּוּך explains this מִצְוָה similar to the (או״ח תרכה:ב) בַ״ח: 
sitting in the כָה  is meant to remind us of just one of the many סֻּ
kindnesses and miracles that ד׳ performed. This should trigger us to 
remember many others.

The בַ״ח uses this understanding to answer the question of 
the מִזְרָחִי. Sitting in a כָה  without a firm roof that is solely a protection סֻּ
from the sun is the easiest way to remember the special kindness and 
miracles performed to בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל as they travelled through the desert 
for forty years. This is a starting point to discuss the other six עֲנָנִים, the 
well, the מָן, etc., and the many kindnesses and miracles that ד׳ 
performed for כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל. By beginning with ד׳’s loving protection for 
 from the harsh elements, we can easily appreciate the many כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל
different aspects of miracles and kindness that were involved. From 
the climate controlled setting of the עֲנָנִים we should begin to focus 
how כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל’s wandering for forty years was full of miracles and was 
so comfortable that even the travelling was memorable for all their 
future generations. Adapted from: ספר החנוך על פרשיות השבוע בקשר לפרשת בהעלתך
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 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

ה הַמְנוֹרָה מִקְשָה זָהָב בַמִדְבָר ח:ד(…)וְזֶה מַעֲשֵׂ  
This is the workmanship of the מְנוֹרָה, hammered out gold…
The מִדְרָש תַנְחוּמָא asks why the passage of the מְנוֹרָה is 

positioned immediately after the offerings of the נְשִיאִים. The מִדְרָש 
explains that אַהֲרֹן watched as each of the tribes, represented by its 
leader, played a role in dedicating the מִשְכָן. He was dismayed when 
his tribe was excluded. ה׳ comforted him by saying that his 
contribution would be greater because he would light the מְנוֹרָה. 

The רַמְבַ״ן explains the מִדְרָש as follows: ה׳ told אַהֲרֹן that 
the ית הַמִקְדָש  would be on תוֹרָה would one day be destroyed and בֵׂ
the verge of being forgotten. Only the faith and heroism of his 
descendants, the חַשְמוֹנָאִים, would succeed in driving out the enemy, 
purifying the ית הַמִקְדָש  The .מְנוֹרָה and once more kindling the ,בֵׂ
offerings of the נְשִיאִים were great and impressive, but they were 
temporary. By contrast, אַהֲרֹן’s contribution would be eternal and his 
descendants’ heroic acts would be memorialized in the מִצְוָה of חֲנכָֻה.

The רַמְבַ״ן elaborates further: When the חַשְמוֹנָאִים 
rededicated the ית הַמִקְדָש  תוֹרָה was made of wood. The מְנוֹרָה the ,בֵׂ
requires us to hammer the מְנוֹרָה out of a single solid block of gold 
only if gold is available; otherwise, other material may be used. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
One of the most famous refuseniks, Yosef Mendelovitch, 

had been thrown into prison for “spreading false propaganda.” The 
KGB tried to grill him for information on other Jews. The harder they 
pressed, the more stubborn he became. The authorities used all their 
persuasive measures, but none seemed to work. Finally, they threw 
him into solitary confinement.

The process was simple. Not only were food rations limited, 
but he also was not allowed to see the light of day. The KGB assumed 
that as Yosef’s resistance eroded, his spirit would break. However, 
Yosef’s defiant nature made their job impossible. Instead of 
weakening him, the different tactics implemented against him 
actually made him stronger.

Incredibly, Yosef was able to calculate when the Jewish 
holidays were, and based on his estimation, חֲנכָֻה was coming. The 
lights of the מְנוֹרָה precisely symbolized his own battle against the 
forces of evil. How he longed to light the מְנוֹרָה and bask in its glow! 
But how would he be able to do so?

He thought long and hard about it and finally came up with 
a plan. He somehow managed to obtain a match from one of the 
guards. Now all he needed was a wick and a small container of oil.

Creating a wick was easy. He pulled at the threads of his 
prison clothing and wove them together. Obtaining oil, however, was 
a problem. חֲנכָֻה was only a few days away and the few moments he 
spent out of his cell were not enough for him to make the necessary 
arrangements.

The day before חֲנכָֻה Yosef sat sadly in his cell. He would not 
be able to perform the מִצְוָה for which he longed. He hoped for a 
miracle. As evening drew near, Yosef was struck by an idea. Perhaps 
he would not be able to fulfill the מִצְוָה in its fullest sense, but he 
would try his best. He picked up a jagged rock, walked over to the 
wall, and began to chisel out the form of a מְנוֹרָה: a base and eight 
branches. He wedged his one precious wick firmly into a crack in the 
wall where he had carved out the form of the first light. He then 
removed the match he had held onto for the past few weeks, struck it 
against the concrete wall, proudly recited the blessings of the חֲנכָֻה 
lights and touched the fire to the wick. The improvised wick caught 
fire, and Yosef gazed at the small flickering flame that lit up the cell.

The wick did not burn for very long, perhaps only a few 
seconds, but it had ignited. The tiny flame had illuminated that dark 
Siberian cell for but a moment, lending hope and promise to a bold 
and brave Jew in a cold, lonely chamber … and long after that flame 
had been extinguished, it continued to burn strongly inside the soul 
of a young, courageous refusenik.

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll)
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חלק ב׳  פרק י״ט  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   
*The ים  begins this chapter by explaining the order of distribution חָפֵץ חַיִּ
for ים סָפִּ ים The money set aside for .מַעֲשֵר כְּ סָפִּ  should mostly be מַעֲשֵר כְּ
distributed as דָקָה ים to צְּ יִּ ים Family members that are .עֲנִּ יִּ  must be עֲנִּ
given preference over any other ים יִּ  and their needs should be ,עֲנִּ
addressed first. It is worthy to note that older children that are unable 
to support themselves, may be supported from money set aside for 
ים סָפִּ  even if one has the capability to support from other מַעֲשֵר כְּ
sources. 
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate. 
If a child does not have the means to support the needs of a parent, then the child may 
use money set aside for ים סָפִּ  use harsh words to describe a person who has חֲזַ״ל .מַעֲשֵר כְּ
the means, yet still supports a parent with money set aside for ים סָפִּ  even though , מַעֲשֵר כְּ
it is halachically permissible. 

1.How were the Jewish taskmasters of Egypt rewarded for taking 
the beatings rather than inflicting punishment on their brothers?

2.Why was ה פִלָה so careful to daven a very short מֹשֶׁ  to הקב״ה to תְּ
heal his sister, יָם ?מִרְּ

1.Because these taskmasters were willing to show such mercy and to protect their 
fellow Jews, הקב״ה said that the seventy ְּקֵנִים  should be appointed from among ז
them ( ֶָׁר יָדַעְת ד״ה אֲש … — 11:16).

ֶׁה.2 ֶׁה did not want people to think, “His sister is in pain and מֹש  is standing and מֹש
praying lengthy prayers” (ּ12:13 — ד״ה רְפָא נָא לָה).
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

חֲנווּן ת תוַּ הִלְכווֹ

Halacha 
Corner Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• Preferably, one should sit for חֲנוּן  however, if the only ;תַּ
open seat is situated in front of someone who is davening 
רֵה מוֹנֶה עֶשְׁ  .or other similar reasons, one may stand שְׁ

• Some learn from  יו נָּ ל פָּ פֺּל עַּ יִּ לִפְנֵי אֲרוֹן ד׳וַּ י)  עַּ חֶמֶת הָּ לְׁ  that (מִּ
leaning on the arm is only performed in the presence of a 
ה  .סֵפֶר תוֹרָּ

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

When R' Shlomo Zalman Auerbach זַצַ״ל was looking for a ְדּוּך  שִׁ
for his daughter רָחֵל, he heard about a great בָחוּר, R' Zalman 
Nechemiah Goldberg זַצַ״ל from יבַת חֶבְרוֹן  He went directly .יְשִׁ
to ר׳ אַהֲרֹן כֹהֵן זַצַ״ל, the יבָה  to get the accurate ,ראֹש יְשִׁ
information.  ר׳ אַהֲרֹן replied, “ ם ישט אַ בָחוּר װאָס אִׁ יז נִׁ דאָס אִׁ
רְצֶה ד׳ װעֶט זײַן אַ גָדוֹל who, G בָחוּר This is not a יִׁ d willing, will 
be a גָדוֹל [in the future]; !יז שוֹין אַ גָדוֹל  — נאָר ליבעֶרשט, עֶר אִׁ
rather, he already is a גָדוֹל!” That was all the research 
needed! Source: Heard around the שבת table

Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ
״ל צַּ  was ר׳ אַהֲרֹן כּהֵן זַּ

presented with an interesting 
 His answer and the .שְאֵלָה
subsequent outcome will always 
be remembered.

Several years after R' Dov 
Yaffe married, he and his wife got 
into a difficult שְקָפָה  הַּ
disagreement regarding crying 
babies at night. The only way to 
resolve it was to go to her uncle, 
 He had no children .ר׳ אַהֲרֹן כּהֵן
and the Rebbetzin was like a 
daughter to him.

R' Dov Yaffe presented 
his position first. He claimed, “I 
am not home all day. During the 
day my wife takes care of the 
children. So I should stay up at 
night. She needs her strength for 
the next day!”

The Rebbetzin did not 
agree with her husband’s 
arguments. She claimed that the 
 was sitting all day learning and רָב
teaching in yeshiva. And so, they 
concluded, right now both of 
them are getting up each night 
and they want to resolve this 
once and for all.

 listened to ר׳ אַהֲרֹן כּהֵן

both parties and then rendered 
his ק  Both of you have valid“ .פְסַּ
positions. Therefore, from today 
and on, you are both going to 
switch off nights; one night the רָב 
will be on duty and the other 
night the Rebbetzin — a 
compromise.”

And that is what they 
did. The Rebbetzin took the first 
night  to deal with the babies that 
cried during her night of duty, 
and the רָב slept. The next night it 
was the רָב’s turn, but he slept 
through undisturbed. He woke up 
in alarm — it was already 
morning and none of the children 
cried that night!

And so it was year after 
year. On the night that the 
Rebbetzin was in charge, the 
children cried. On the nights that 
the רָב manned the fort, the  
children slept deeply.  

My לְמִיד  s holy’ר׳ אַהֲרֹן ,תַּ
ק  gave the Rebbitzen a new פְסַּ
understanding of יִם  s’שָמַּ
reverence of her husband’s תוֹרָה. 
That in turn made her own 
nightly duty so much easier too!

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
,בְיְדִידוּת Your רֶבִי

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews

Magical Lights Anyone who would like to 
have a PDF copy of the 2-
page version of this 
newsletter emailed to them 
weekly during the summer 
months should please email 
their request to: 
thepircheinewsletter@gmail.
com. Please indicate in the 
body of the email whether 
this is only for the summer 
or if this is for all year. 

Have a safe, relaxing 
summer! 

The editors 

ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

The current Pirchei Newsletter 
contest is designed to make your  עֶרֶב
ת בָּ  fulfilling and memorable. Beginning שַׁ
this week and continuing in the weeks 
leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  ,and beyond קַׁ
learn at least 45 minutes before ה  מִנְחָּ
every ת בָּ  Learn for an hour or .עֶרֶב שַׁ
more and get an additional entry into 
the raffle. There is no particular לִמּוּד to 
learn — you can even review  א יִם מִקְרָּ שְנַׁ
רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ  If you arrange for a group to .וְאֶחָּ
learn in person or on the phone, and 
have a שִעוּר to learn about ת בָּ  or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ
ת בָּ ת שַׁ  you will receive an extra ,קִדּוּשַׁ
entry in the raffle. The contest is open 
for boys of all ages up to 12th grade. To 
join this program, please send your 
weekly fax to 7185069633 or email to: 
erevshabboslearningprogram@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include your 
name, grade, ה  city, state, and ,יְשִיבָּ
contact # and your name will be entered 
into a drawing for a beautiful set of 
שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ !מִקְרָּ



  

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

ה הַמְנוֹרָה מִקְשָה זָהָב בַמִדְבָר ח:ד(…)וְזֶה מַעֲשֵׂ  
This is the workmanship of the מְנוֹרָה, hammered out gold…
The מִדְרָש תַנְחוּמָא asks why the passage of the מְנוֹרָה is 

positioned immediately after the offerings of the נְשִיאִים. The מִדְרָש 
explains that אַהֲרֹן watched as each of the tribes, represented by its 
leader, played a role in dedicating the מִשְכָן. He was dismayed when 
his tribe was excluded. ה׳ comforted him by saying that his 
contribution would be greater because he would light the מְנוֹרָה. 

The רַמְבַ״ן explains the מִדְרָש as follows: ה׳ told אַהֲרֹן that 
the ית הַמִקְדָש  would be on תוֹרָה would one day be destroyed and בֵׂ
the verge of being forgotten. Only the faith and heroism of his 
descendants, the חַשְמוֹנָאִים, would succeed in driving out the enemy, 
purifying the ית הַמִקְדָש  The .מְנוֹרָה and once more kindling the ,בֵׂ
offerings of the נְשִיאִים were great and impressive, but they were 
temporary. By contrast, אַהֲרֹן’s contribution would be eternal and his 
descendants’ heroic acts would be memorialized in the מִצְוָה of חֲנכָֻה.

The רַמְבַ״ן elaborates further: When the חַשְמוֹנָאִים 
rededicated the ית הַמִקְדָש  תוֹרָה was made of wood. The מְנוֹרָה the ,בֵׂ
requires us to hammer the מְנוֹרָה out of a single solid block of gold 
only if gold is available; otherwise, other material may be used. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
One of the most famous refuseniks, Yosef Mendelovitch, 

had been thrown into prison for “spreading false propaganda.” The 
KGB tried to grill him for information on other Jews. The harder they 
pressed, the more stubborn he became. The authorities used all their 
persuasive measures, but none seemed to work. Finally, they threw 
him into solitary confinement.

The process was simple. Not only were food rations limited, 
but he also was not allowed to see the light of day. The KGB assumed 
that as Yosef’s resistance eroded, his spirit would break. However, 
Yosef’s defiant nature made their job impossible. Instead of 
weakening him, the different tactics implemented against him 
actually made him stronger.

Incredibly, Yosef was able to calculate when the Jewish 
holidays were, and based on his estimation, חֲנכָֻה was coming. The 
lights of the מְנוֹרָה precisely symbolized his own battle against the 
forces of evil. How he longed to light the מְנוֹרָה and bask in its glow! 
But how would he be able to do so?

He thought long and hard about it and finally came up with 
a plan. He somehow managed to obtain a match from one of the 
guards. Now all he needed was a wick and a small container of oil.

Creating a wick was easy. He pulled at the threads of his 
prison clothing and wove them together. Obtaining oil, however, was 
a problem. חֲנכָֻה was only a few days away and the few moments he 
spent out of his cell were not enough for him to make the necessary 
arrangements.

The day before חֲנכָֻה Yosef sat sadly in his cell. He would not 
be able to perform the מִצְוָה for which he longed. He hoped for a 
miracle. As evening drew near, Yosef was struck by an idea. Perhaps 
he would not be able to fulfill the מִצְוָה in its fullest sense, but he 
would try his best. He picked up a jagged rock, walked over to the 
wall, and began to chisel out the form of a מְנוֹרָה: a base and eight 
branches. He wedged his one precious wick firmly into a crack in the 
wall where he had carved out the form of the first light. He then 
removed the match he had held onto for the past few weeks, struck it 
against the concrete wall, proudly recited the blessings of the חֲנכָֻה 
lights and touched the fire to the wick. The improvised wick caught 
fire, and Yosef gazed at the small flickering flame that lit up the cell.

The wick did not burn for very long, perhaps only a few 
seconds, but it had ignited. The tiny flame had illuminated that dark 
Siberian cell for but a moment, lending hope and promise to a bold 
and brave Jew in a cold, lonely chamber … and long after that flame 
had been extinguished, it continued to burn strongly inside the soul 
of a young, courageous refusenik.

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

חלק ב׳  פרק י״ט  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   
*The ים  begins this chapter by explaining the order of distribution חָפֵץ חַיִּ
for ים סָפִּ ים The money set aside for .מַעֲשֵר כְּ סָפִּ  should mostly be מַעֲשֵר כְּ
distributed as דָקָה ים to צְּ יִּ ים Family members that are .עֲנִּ יִּ  must be עֲנִּ
given preference over any other ים יִּ  and their needs should be ,עֲנִּ
addressed first. It is worthy to note that older children that are unable 
to support themselves, may be supported from money set aside for 
ים סָפִּ  even if one has the capability to support from other מַעֲשֵר כְּ
sources. 
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד is far more extensive and appropriate. 
If a child does not have the means to support the needs of a parent, then the child may 
use money set aside for ים סָפִּ  use harsh words to describe a person who has חֲזַ״ל .מַעֲשֵר כְּ
the means, yet still supports a parent with money set aside for ים סָפִּ  even though , מַעֲשֵר כְּ
it is halachically permissible. 

1.How were the Jewish taskmasters of Egypt rewarded for taking 
the beatings rather than inflicting punishment on their brothers?

2.Why was ה פִלָה so careful to daven a very short מֹשֶׁ  to הקב״ה to תְּ
heal his sister, יָם ?מִרְּ

1.Because these taskmasters were willing to show such mercy and to protect their 
fellow Jews, הקב״ה said that the seventy ְּקֵנִים  should be appointed from among ז
them ( ֶָׁר יָדַעְת ד״ה אֲש … — 11:16).

ֶׁה.2 ֶׁה did not want people to think, “His sister is in pain and מֹש  is standing and מֹש
praying lengthy prayers” (ּ12:13 — ד״ה רְפָא נָא לָה).

1.How were the Jewish taskmasters of Egypt rewarded for taking 
the beatings rather than inflicting punishment on their brothers?

2.Why was ה פִלָה so careful to daven a very short מֹשֶׁ  to הקב״ה to תְּ
heal his sister, יָם ?מִרְּ

1.Because these taskmasters were willing to show such mercy and to protect their 
fellow Jews, הקב״ה said that the seventy ְּקֵנִים  should be appointed from among ז
them ( ֶָׁר יָדַעְת ד״ה אֲש … — 11:16).

ֶׁה.2 ֶׁה did not want people to think, “His sister is in pain and מֹש  is standing and מֹש
praying lengthy prayers” (ּ12:13 — ד״ה רְפָא נָא לָה).

An Ahavas Chesed Moment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

חֲנווּן ת תוַּ הִלְכווֹ

Halacha 
Corner Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• Preferably, one should sit for חֲנוּן  however, if the only ;תַּ
open seat is situated in front of someone who is davening 
רֵה מוֹנֶה עֶשְׁ  .or other similar reasons, one may stand שְׁ

• Some learn from  יו נָּ ל פָּ פֺּל עַּ יִּ לִפְנֵי אֲרוֹן ד׳וַּ י)  עַּ חֶמֶת הָּ לְׁ  that (מִּ
leaning on the arm is only performed in the presence of a 
ה  .סֵפֶר תוֹרָּ

FocusonMiddos

Sage Sayings

When R' Shlomo Zalman Auerbach זַצַ״ל was looking for a ְדּוּך  שִׁ
for his daughter רָחֵל, he heard about a great בָחוּר, R' Zalman 
Nechemiah Goldberg זַצַ״ל from יבַת חֶבְרוֹן  He went directly .יְשִׁ
to ר׳ אַהֲרֹן כֹהֵן זַצַ״ל, the יבָה  to get the accurate ,ראֹש יְשִׁ
information.  ר׳ אַהֲרֹן replied, “ ם ישט אַ בָחוּר װאָס אִׁ יז נִׁ דאָס אִׁ
רְצֶה ד׳ װעֶט זײַן אַ גָדוֹל who, G בָחוּר This is not a יִׁ d willing, will 
be a גָדוֹל [in the future]; !יז שוֹין אַ גָדוֹל  — נאָר ליבעֶרשט, עֶר אִׁ
rather, he already is a גָדוֹל!” That was all the research 
needed! Source: Heard around the שבת table

Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ
״ל צַּ  was ר׳ אַהֲרֹן כּהֵן זַּ

presented with an interesting 
 His answer and the .שְאֵלָה
subsequent outcome will always 
be remembered.

Several years after R' Dov 
Yaffe married, he and his wife got 
into a difficult שְקָפָה  הַּ
disagreement regarding crying 
babies at night. The only way to 
resolve it was to go to her uncle, 
 He had no children .ר׳ אַהֲרֹן כּהֵן
and the Rebbetzin was like a 
daughter to him.

R' Dov Yaffe presented 
his position first. He claimed, “I 
am not home all day. During the 
day my wife takes care of the 
children. So I should stay up at 
night. She needs her strength for 
the next day!”

The Rebbetzin did not 
agree with her husband’s 
arguments. She claimed that the 
 was sitting all day learning and רָב
teaching in yeshiva. And so, they 
concluded, right now both of 
them are getting up each night 
and they want to resolve this 
once and for all.

 listened to ר׳ אַהֲרֹן כּהֵן

both parties and then rendered 
his ק  Both of you have valid“ .פְסַּ
positions. Therefore, from today 
and on, you are both going to 
switch off nights; one night the רָב 
will be on duty and the other 
night the Rebbetzin — a 
compromise.”

And that is what they 
did. The Rebbetzin took the first 
night  to deal with the babies that 
cried during her night of duty, 
and the רָב slept. The next night it 
was the רָב’s turn, but he slept 
through undisturbed. He woke up 
in alarm — it was already 
morning and none of the children 
cried that night!

And so it was year after 
year. On the night that the 
Rebbetzin was in charge, the 
children cried. On the nights that 
the רָב manned the fort, the  
children slept deeply.  

My לְמִיד  s holy’ר׳ אַהֲרֹן ,תַּ
ק  gave the Rebbitzen a new פְסַּ
understanding of יִם  s’שָמַּ
reverence of her husband’s תוֹרָה. 
That in turn made her own 
nightly duty so much easier too!

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
,בְיְדִידוּת Your רֶבִי

A letter from a Rebbi, based on interviews

Magical Lights Anyone who would like to 
have a PDF copy of the 2-
page version of this 
newsletter emailed to them 
weekly during the summer 
months should please email 
their request to: 
thepircheinewsletter@gmail.
com. Please indicate in the 
body of the email whether 
this is only for the summer 
or if this is for all year. 

Have a safe, relaxing 
summer! 

The editors 

ערב שבת
Learning
Contest

The current Pirchei Newsletter 
contest is designed to make your  עֶרֶב
ת בָּ  fulfilling and memorable. Beginning שַׁ
this week and continuing in the weeks 
leading up to ה תּוֹרָּ ת הַׁ לַׁ בָּ  ,and beyond קַׁ
learn at least 45 minutes before ה  מִנְחָּ
every ת בָּ  Learn for an hour or .עֶרֶב שַׁ
more and get an additional entry into 
the raffle. There is no particular לִמּוּד to 
learn — you can even review  א יִם מִקְרָּ שְנַׁ
רְגּוּם ד תַּׁ  If you arrange for a group to .וְאֶחָּ
learn in person or on the phone, and 
have a שִעוּר to learn about ת בָּ  or הִלְכוֹת שַׁ
ת בָּ ת שַׁ  you will receive an extra ,קִדּוּשַׁ
entry in the raffle. The contest is open 
for boys of all ages up to 12th grade. To 
join this program, please send your 
weekly fax to 7185069633 or email to: 
erevshabboslearningprogram@gmail.com 
by Monday 2:00 pm. Please include your 
name, grade, ה  city, state, and ,יְשִיבָּ
contact # and your name will be entered 
into a drawing for a beautiful set of 
שִים אוֹת גְּדוֹלוֹת חוּמָּ !מִקְרָּ



Hey Shmuel, 
let’s go play 
outside in the 

snow!

...The Rosh 
Yeshiva didn’t 

even look in our 
direction!

Sure Yehuda, 
hold on while I put 

on my coat…

Wow! he’s going 
on to yeshiva as if 
nothing happened!

Rebbe, it 
would seem 

that the Rosh 
yeshiva walked 
away without 
even looking 

at those 
bochurim...!

What purpose did I 
have to turn around and see 

who threw the snowball? I have 
no doubt that the snowball hit 

me unintentionally. Therefore, why 
should I have turned around? It 
would have caused unnecessary 

embarrassment to the 
bochurim!

Chevron Yeshivah the next 
afternoon during the break:

Yehuda was a young student 
who learned in the Chevron 
Yeshiva in Yerushalayim. One 
night, a rare snow fell. The 
snow blanketed the entire city.

Until… To the boys horror, the 
snowball hit the Rosh 
Yeshiva of Chevron, R’ 

Simcha Zissel Broide zt”l, 
squarely in the face.

The boys played 
for some time…

At that moment, both boys 
wished they could disappear 

under the snow. They envisioned 
the sharp look they would get 

from R’ Simcha Zissel.

5672-5760 1912-2000 ixhb z"h

R' Simcha Mordechai Ziskind זַצַ״ל, also known as R' Simcha Zissel Broide, the son of ר׳ חִזְקִיָהוּ אַבְרָהָם 
and טוֹבָא רײֵזל, was born in יְרוּשָלַיִם. In his early years, he learned in תַלְמוּד תוֹרָה עֵץ חַיִים under  ר׳ מָרְדְכַי דָוִד
 where he spent the next 75 years of his ,יְשִיבַת חֶבְרוֹן he went to learn in ,בַר מִצְוָה At the age of .לֶוִין זַצַ״ל
life. During the 1929 pogrom he was at home in יְרוּשָלַיִם and was thus saved. In the winter of 1935, R' 
Simcha Zissel went to Petach Tikvah to study and was one of the founders of the  יְשִיבַת תוֹרַת אֶרֶץ
 at the home of his sister which was near the home of בְנֵי בְרַק there. During that period, he lived in יִשְרָאֵל
the חֲזוֹן אִיש, and he would often speak with him in learning. In 1941, he married Golda Miriam ע״ה, the 
daughter of R' Moshe Finkel זַצַ״ל, the ראֹש יְשִיבָה of Slabodka and חֶבְרוֹן. He began delivering שִעוּרִים in 
1945 and was appointed ראֹש מְתִיבְתָא in 1951. In 1961, he became ראֹש יְשִיבָה. In 1969, He was appointed as a 
member of the מוֹעֶצֶת in אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל and was recognized for his sensitivity, חָכְמָה and practical דַעַת תוֹרָה. 

A prolific writer on diverse subjects, his סְפָרִים include חָבֵר מַאֲמָרֵי הַתוֹרָה and ְשָם דֶרֶך, among others. 

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

יבַת חֶבְרוֹן ,ר׳ אַהֲרֹן כּהֵן זַצַ״ל  was born in a small ,ראֹשׁ יְשִׁׁ
village near Kovno, to ר׳ אַבְרָהָם מָרְדְכַי and חַיָה שָרָה Cohen. 
As a בָחוּר during WWI, ר׳ אַהֲרֹן learned in יבַת לוֹמְזָה  then ,יְשִׁׁ

in Ukraine (Prilocki, Charkhov). After the war, he learned in  יבַת כְּנֶסֶת יְשִׁׁ
שְרָאֵל לוּי in Slabodka where he was known as the יִׁ יבָה of the עִׁ  He was .יְשִׁׁ
close to י יק ,Finkel (Alter) ר׳ נָתָן צְבִׁ צְחָק אַייזִׁ  ,Epstein ר׳ מֹשֶׁה מָרְדְכַי ,Sher ר׳ יִׁ
and ר׳ אַבְרָהָם Grodzinski. In 1924, he relocated to חֶבְרוֹן with a large group 
of ים ידִׁ ילָה He married .תַלְמִׁ  Epstein in 1929, and together they raised צִׁ
several orphans. He was a leading עוּר יד שִׁׁ יבַת חֶבְרוֹן in מַגִׁ  מוּסָר and gave ,יְשִׁׁ
shmuessen. He left no children. Some of his ים דוּשִׁׁ  were הֲלָכָה and תוֹרָה on חִׁ
published under the title בֵית אַהֲרֹן.

 י״ח סיון
5664 – 5721 
1904 – 1961 

 was mesmerized זַצַ״ל Lefkowitz ר׳ מִיכְל יְהוּדָה
when he saw his ר׳ אַהֲרֹן כּהֵן זַצַ״ל ,רֶבִי 
davening. He described the scene and 
wrote that everyone around was 
astounded at the sight of someone [not 
just talking, but] clinging with all his 
being to ד׳ and completely forsaking all 
physical matters. R’ Aharon Kotler זַצַ״ל 
had a similar experience when he 
witnessed ר׳ אַהֲרֹן כּהֵן davening. He said, “It 
was worthwhile to come to אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל just in order to 
watch the davening of ר׳ אַהֲרֹן כּהֵן!”

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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…וּבִמְקוֹם  אֲשֶר יִשְכָן שָם הֶעָנָן שָם יַחֲנוּ…וְאַחֲרֵי כֵן יִסְעוּ…וּלְפִי הֵעָלוֹת הֶעָנָן  
And  in  accord  with  the  lifting  of  the  cloud  …  after  that 

they [בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל] travelled … and in the place where the cloud would 
rest, there they [בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל] would rest… (בַמִדְבָר ט:יז)

 for forty בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל cloud,that led ,עָנָן explains that the סִפְרִי
years in the מִדְבָר was just one of seven עֲנָנִים. Four of the other עֲנָנִים 
surounded בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל on each side, protecting them from any attacking 
enemies or wandering dangerous animals. Another עָנָן was placed 
above the entire camp, shielding בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל from the hot sun and the 
nightly frost. The remaining עָנָן was similar to a carpet, protecting  בְנֵי
 also flattened עָנָן from the poisonous snakes and scorpions. This יִשְרָאֵל
the ground like a bulldozer, easing the travel especially for the 
younger, older or weaker members of בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל.  

כוֹת asks an intriguing question. Why on ר׳ אֵלִיָהוּ מִזְרָחִי  do סֻּ
we only make a remembrance for the top עָנָן that shielded בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל 
from the hot sun and the nightly frost? There were altogether seven 
 focused on only מִצְוָה and each had a unique purpose. Why is the ,עֲנָנִים
one of the seven עֲנָנִים?

The ְחִנּוּך explains the מִצְוָה of sitting in a כָה :סֻּ
מִצְוַת יְשִיבַת סֻכָה -מִצְוָה שכה    

 We are commanded to dwell in a כָה  for a seven day period סֻּ
as it says: כֺּת תֵשְבוּ שִבְעַת יָמִים …בַסֻּ , You shall dwell in a כָה  for a seven סֻּ
day period… (וַיִקְרָא כג:מב). 

י הַמִצְוָה  מִשָרָשֵׁ
The ְחִנּוּך explains that sitting in a כָה  is meant to remind us סֻּ

of the many kindnesses and miracles that ד׳ performed for us when we 
left מִצְרַיִם. The כָה בְנֵי  lovingly covered ד׳ in particular reminds us how סֻּ
 with His Clouds of Glory as a protection, so that the sun should יִשְרָאֵל
not harm them by day, nor the frost by night. 

The ְחִנּוּך explains this מִצְוָה similar to the (או״ח תרכה:ב) בַ״ח: 
sitting in the כָה  is meant to remind us of just one of the many סֻּ
kindnesses and miracles that ד׳ performed. This should trigger us to 
remember many others.

The בַ״ח uses this understanding to answer the question of 
the מִזְרָחִי. Sitting in a כָה  without a firm roof that is solely a protection סֻּ
from the sun is the easiest way to remember the special kindness and 
miracles performed to בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל as they travelled through the desert 
for forty years. This is a starting point to discuss the other six עֲנָנִים, the 
well, the מָן, etc., and the many kindnesses and miracles that ד׳ 
performed for כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל. By beginning with ד׳’s loving protection for 
 from the harsh elements, we can easily appreciate the many כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל
different aspects of miracles and kindness that were involved. From 
the climate controlled setting of the עֲנָנִים we should begin to focus 
how כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל’s wandering for forty years was full of miracles and was 
so comfortable that even the travelling was memorable for all their 
future generations. Adapted from: ספר החנוך על פרשיות השבוע בקשר לפרשת בהעלתך
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