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Twice Saved

It was the summer of 2001, and Chaim, a Jewish businessman from America, went to Eretz Yisrael for a number of
business meetings. Prior to starting the workday, he decided to stop at a restaurant to have a quick brunch, but he was
annoyed to see that there was a fairly sizable line of customers waiting in line ahead of him. As he waited, he constantly
kept glancing at his watch, making his impatience clear. A number of times he began to leave his place in line, only to
return immediately, in the hope that it would now move faster.

Suddenly, the man in front of him turned around and said, "You seem to be in a hurry. | am not. Why not switch places
with me? It does not bother me to wait another five minutes." At first Chaim was surprised that someone would give
up his place in line, but then thankfully accepted the kind man’s place in line.

As soon as Chaim received his breakfast, he sat down to eat quickly, and then left the restaurant. He had only walked
about two hundred feet, when he heard a loud bang. Turning around, he was horrified to see the Sbarro Restaurant,
where he had been just moments earlier, engulfed in flames. This was the infamous Sbarro Restaurant terrorist
bombing that snuffed out the lives of fifteen Jewish souls and left hundreds of others injured, some seriously. It took
a few moments for the enormity of the tragedy to settle into his mind, and, even more so, that the Jew who had
changed places with him was probably a victim - in his place! Yes, he should have been having a meal at that moment.
By trading places with him, the kind man possibly paid the ultimate price.

He immediately went searching through the rubble, following the first responders as they searched for victims. It took
Chaim two days of searching, visiting all the hospitals until he finally found the kind man. He lay in a hospital bed
seriously injured, accompanied by his adult son.

"Your father saved my life!" he told the son, and related to him the entire story about how his father had changed
places with him. As tears rolled down his face, Chaim took out his business card and said, "I am a successful
businessman in America. My offices are located on the 101st floor of the Twin Towers. | am returning home; this is my
number. If there is anything | can do whatsoever to help your family, please let me know. Trust me. You gave me my
life. I would like to help you."

Three weeks later, Chaim received a call from the man's son. Apparently, his father's injuries required surgery that was
beyond what could be provided for him in Eretz Yisrael. He required a specific surgery which was performed proficiently
in Boston. Could their newly-acquired American friend help? Within a few hours it was all arranged from start to finish.
Surgery was scheduled for mid-September, and Chaim would meet them in Kennedy Airport when they landed and be
with them from there throughout the process.

On Tuesday, September 11, 2001, the American benefactor left his office on the 101st floor of the Twin Towers at
8:00A.M. At 8:31, the first plane that took down the Twin Towers struck the 93rd floor.

The kind Yerushalmi Jew had twice been the catalyst for saving Chaim’s life.
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Saved by 7zitzis

Once there was a bachur who unfortunately was diagnosed with a serious illness. This required him to have treatments
for which he had to wear special sterilized clothing. This bachur wanted to be able to wear tzitzis so he bought a brand-
new pair and washed them with the special detergent that was necessary to sterilize them. After showing them to his
doctor he was told he would be able to wear them.

When the bachur came to the treatment center, he put on the tzitzis, but the nurse saw the tzitzis she demanded that
he take them off. He told her that they were sterile and the doctor approved them, but the nurse said unless he takes
them off, she would not allow him to begin the treatment.

The bachur refused to take the tzitzis off, so he walked out of the room and sat down on a bench in the hallway not
knowing what he should do. A doctor noticed him and asked him why he was sitting there. The bachur told him and
he went in to speak with the nurse.

A few minutes later the doctor came out shaking his head and said “Wow, your G-d saved you.” The doctor explained
that he looked at the bachur’s chart and then at the treatment that the nurse was going to give him and realized it was
the wrong treatment. He told the bachur that treatment might have killed him. The doctor then gave the bachur the
proper treatment.

This bachur was saved because of the mitzvah of tzitzis and eventually got completely healed from the sickness.

Minchah of the Chazon Ish

There was a man named Rabbi Nechemia Baker from Yerushalayim who passed away about a year and a half ago, at
the age of 91. When his wife was expecting their first child, sixty-five years earlier, some complications came up, and
the doctor told Rabbi Nechemia that she needed emergency surgery since the issue was life threatening. He also said
that the surgery would make it impossible for them to ever have any more children.

Rabbi Nechemia and his wife were devastated, and Rabbi Nechemia decided to travel to Bnei Brak to speak to the
gadol hador, the Chazon Ish. He got there as the Chazon Ish was preparing to daven minchah. He told the Chazon Ish
that he was from Yerushalayim, and that he had a question regarding pikuach nefesh. "The doctor said that we need
an emergency surgery, but if we do, we will never have more children. What should we do?"

The Chazon Ish answered, "What is your question? It is pikuach nefesh. You have to do the surgery." Then he continued.
"We are about to daven minchah now. Stay and daven with us, and we will talk afterwards."

After minchah, the Chazon Ish told Rabbi Nechemia: "Everything is going to be okay, you don't need to do the surgery."
Rabbi Nechemia was stunned. "You just told me before that there is no question, it has to be done."

The Chazon Ish responded, "That was before minchah. Now, it is after minchah. Tefilah has the power to change
nature."
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They did not go through with the surgery, although the doctor was very upset about it. A few days later, they were
stunned to find out that it was a miracle that they did not do the surgery, because actually did not need it.

This woman lived to the age of 88, and baruch Hashem, had nine more children after that. One of those children told
over the story and said, "l am alive today because of the minchah of the Chazon Ish."

Neilah With an Elderly Jew

There was an elderly, lonely Jew, a Holocaust survivor who had lost everything. Through various machinations, he
ended up making Beth Medrash Govoha in Lakewood, New Jersey, his home. The yeshivah provided him with a bed
and meals, and the venerable Rosh Hayeshivah, Rav Aharon Kotler, zt”l, provided him with friendship. Rav Aharon was
a world leader with the pulse of world Jewry constantly on his mind; yet, he found the time to give encouragement
and solace to a lonely Jew. His sympathetic ear was always listening for an opportunity to help this elderly Jew, as well
as many others.

It was Yom Kippur, and the man, whose name was Leibel, approached the Rosh Yeshivah and said that he did not feel
well. Rav Aharon placed his arm around Reb Leibel and told him to lie down. Rav Aharon continued with his intense
davening, and Reb Leibel went to the dormitory. The rest of the day was uneventful. The yeshivah davened with its
usual fervor, Rav Aharon setting the tone for the intensity and devotion. Indeed, to gaze upon the Rosh Yeshivah was
to see a spectacle of spirituality and devotion unlike anything experienced on this earthly world. Rav Aharon's angelic
presence seemed to infuse the entire assemblage.

The sun was setting, and minchah was coming to an end. Everybody was mentally preparing for the concluding tefilah
of the day, Neilah. This was the tefilah in which everybody raised their hearts and souls to the Almighty in a last appeal
for a positive conclusion to the day.

Suddenly, Rav Aharon left his seat and went over to an older student, saying, "l want you to go to the dormitory and
daven Neilah in Reb Leibel's room. If he is up to it, daven with him. If not, just stay it at his side and daven on your

own.

"But, Rebbe," the student said, "we are about to daven Neilah. How can | miss the most important tefilah of the year?
No minyan, no olam. | will be all alone. What kind of davening could that be?"

The Rosh Yeshivah just stared back at the young man with his piercing eyes and said, "I am referring to a chesed for an
eltere Yid, elderly Jew, and you are bringing up the issue of Neilah!" The student did not need any more
encouragement. He understood what the Rosh Yeshivah was demanding of him, as he quickly acceded to Rav Aharon's
directive.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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1. Which 790 is mentioned in this week’s nw19?

2. In what instance is SNy P> mentioned in this week’s nwna?
b. List eight other places in the nn that they are mentioned together.*

3. What name did nwn call the YN "1 in this week’s nw9?
b. Who in last week’s nv19 calls them a similar name? When?

4. Bring two n»x, w9 in the NN, that the Mmxn of NMTX 119 was given
earlier than this week’s nwna. 2

5. What brought both life and death in this week’s nw19?

6. Halacha Challenge: How were the ©»n> able to differentiate between the

actual N19n 79X and 19X from the wood of the pyre? o,y i n9 mavn o7 'y)
(Submitted by R” A. Schwartz)

7. 1 was the third of the four,
Then | became the first of the two,
| am the second of my kind.
| am mentioned in this week’s nwn9.
Who am I?

8. Irisked my life for others,
Our leader accepted my argument,
| am famous for the praise | gave,
Regarding me there is a MmN,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwn9.
Who am I?

Need a Hint?
! They are found in ©LVAW,DM2T,P93 NIV AN, MY PN 19 T>
% Both N are in Jn9yna NwAa




Angwers

1. (T,N9)'N NN 19D

2. TheYidden ask ovix if they can pass through their land without turning >wnwy Y.
b. 1) onaxtell VYO "NIPN HNNPWN ON". (0,» 19 79)
2) wyoN tells Hxna o1 if you don’t consent to the marriage | will turn
"ONNVY DY N P DY, (1,73 N »N)
3) QO brings NWN and DMON — YNNI . I, (9,0 1)
4)The water of the 90 © was walls for the Yidden ooxnwm o»m»n. (35,1 ndwa)
5) oyoa came to a place where he couldn’t turn SYNnWY Y. (19,20 pHa)
6) The Yidden asked o to pass through without turning SWnwy P, (19,2 ©a71)
7) One must not turn SxnvY P from the NN AN, (V5,0 127HI)
8) One must follow the ©»5n and not turn SN Y. (v VW)

3. oM b) After nap’s rebellion ' calls the Yidden 2. (0o v 921107)

4. 1) In n5yna nwo the o were sprayed with the mm TN N9 M.
2) In 7nbyna nwo the DX »a that were XL were MMV themselves and brought
their ND9 299 on »v NDA.

5. Snakes. Their bite killed and the copper snake brought life. (Another possible answer:
the hitting of the rock brought life to SN 555 and N to nwn.)

6. The 0"amin » nmyIx 19 says all ashes are considered N79 798 — even if you can tell the ash
is from the wood!

7. 1 was the third of the four, - brothers
Then | became the first of the two, - after the oldest two died
| am the second of my kind. - of @51 OOND
Who am I? - MYON

8. Next week....

Last week’s Riddle:

| was someone’s end, -DI? NWN

| am associated with a place of total destruction, DITO

A N78W was asked regarding me, - 'wy asked pnx' if  am 21NN in 1wwn
| have a place on the nam. - | am brought with every |20

In this week’s nw1a | am used as an expression of “everlasting”, -('wa v L',n') 071V NN N2

Who am I? -N7n

PRIV M2 DI WNRY — NNOY IRIGIY
,ARYD N9 12 RN PYY MR
7Y APy TIT N2 02 1992 ,97T DNYAR 12 DINY 1YY
Y1 1090 OOR 12 T PNy
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
mMNY nmarm 93©
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Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

From the time we got the mitzvah of Parah Adumah, until the second Bais Hamikdash was
destroyed, how many paros adumos did we have?

9: Moshe processed the first, Ezra the second, and there were 7 from Ezra until the churban. The 10"
will be processed by Mashiach, hopefully soon.*

The mitzvah of Parah Adumah brings kaparah for the Chet HaEigel.? What halacha do we
observe daily which also achieves this purpose?

Inside the batim (boxes) of tefillin, we insert “parshios” — small pieces of folded klaf upon which are
written different sets of pesukim. Before insertion, these parshios are wrapped in hair taken from a
kosher species of beheima or chaya. Some of this hair protrudes through a tiny hole in the bayis (box)
of the tefillin shel rosh, and is visible on the outside. Our practice is to use the hair of an eigel® (calf)
to remind us of the Chet HaEigel, so we will avoid aveiros, and earn kaparah. For this reason, one
should ideally make all the parts of tefillin from the hide of an eigel.*

Name someone, mentioned in Parshas Chukas, who did a chesed connected to water, and got
rewarded with water.

To reward Miriam for watching over baby Moshe as he floated in the water, Bnei Yisrael were given
Be’er Miriam in her zechus.”

The Torah mentions the deaths of 3 famous people who passed away in the midbar.
Regarding one of them, Bnei Yisrael knew about the death immediately, but couldn’t find the
kever; regarding another, the kever was known immediately, but not the death; regarding
another, both were known immediately. Who were these people?

e Moshe’s death was known, but his kever is hidden.®

e Bnei Yisrael had to be informed of Aharon’s death, but they knew where it happened.’

e Regarding Miriam’s death, the Torah mentions, “She DIED THERE and was BURIED THERE

(in Kadeish),” stressing that only regarding Miriam were both immediately known.®

Twice, Bnei Yisrael were shown the image of someone deceased in a bed. Who were the two
people whom they were shown?
e At Har Sinai, the Satan showed Bnei Yisrael a fake image of Moshe deceased in a bed, in
order to precipitate Chet HaEigel.’
When Bnei Yisrael found it hard to believe that Aharon had died, Moshe davened and the
malachim showed them an image of Aharon deceased in a bed.°
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In what months did Moshe, Aharon, and Miriam pass away?
e When Bnei Yisrael arrived in Kadeish in the month of Nissan, Miriam died.**
e Aharon died on Rosh Chodesh Av.!?
e Moshe died on the 7" of Adar.*®

Who was the first person to drink from Be’er Miriam?
When Yishmael was sent out of Avraham’s house, Hashem sent the Be’er Miriam to keep him alive.**

How many people died early as a result of Mei Meriva?
e Moshe and Aharon, as a punishment.
e Paroh’s advisors analyzed the stars and perceived that Moshe would die due to water. Not
realizing that it referred to Mei Meriva, they advised that all boys from Bnei Yisrael be thrown in
the river. Thus, as a result of Mei Meriva, many Jewish baby boys died.*

Name an object described in Parshas Chukas which was made in order to remind people that
Hashem is in charge, but later had to be destroyed because it made people think the opposite.
When Bnei Yisrael were attacked by snakes, Moshe made a copper snake, and when Bnei Yisrael
looked up at it, they rededicated themselves to Hashem, and were healed.'® Many years later, this
same copper snake was still intact, and Bnei Yisrael began worshiping it, so Chizkiyahu HaMelech
had to destroy it.*’

When the Emoriim tried to attack Bnei Yisrael, the mountains miraculously crushed them,
thereby saving us.’® When we sang to Hashem in thanks, who led the song?

The “Pi HaBe’er’ was created at the very end of the 6™ day of creation, right before Shabbos.® Some
explain that this refers to the opening in Be’er Miriam from which water flowed®, but others explain
that this “mouth in the rock” led the song!**

JUST CURIOUS

If a Parah Adumah has 2 hairs which have red roots, but are black on top —is it acceptable?
The parah’s “redness” is determined by the red roots, and we cut off the black tops.??
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From the language, “nxa nin' > DX INn NXT,”2 “This is the Torah (laws) regarding one

who dies in a tent,” Chazal derive that Torah learning can only be acquired by one who “kills

himself” over it.?* Doesn’t that sound a bit dangerous?!

e This refers to one who puts a lot of effort into learning Torah, until he is weak and sapped of

strength.?®
In order for one to acquire Torah knowledge, he must “kill” his bad middos and his yetzer hara.
However, this type of “death” actually enhances LIFE, allowing one to transition from a shallow
life, to one of depth.?®

Bnei Yisrael received Be’er Miriam when they were camped in Refidim, in Parshas Beshalach.
After they left, how did they get water?

e The rock from which the water flowed traveled with them through the midbar.?’

e Be’er Miriam was a miraculous water supply which Hashem brought forth from various
locations, as needed.?® When Bnei Yisrael were first given this water, in the beginning of their
stay in the midbar, it flowed to them and was available near their homes. After Bnei Yisrael
were punished, it functioned as a stationary well from which they had to draw water.?

Hashem told Moshe to take “the stick” and SPEAK to the rock (to get water).** What was the
point of the stick?

o “THE stick” was Aharon’s well known stick, which was placed in the mishkan to remind Bnei
Yisrael that they rebelled with Korach. It was taken out now to show Bnei Yisrael that they
were once again rebelling.*!

They were shown Aharon’s stick to demonstrate that just as Hashem moistened this dry stick
so that it could sprout almonds, He could produce water from a dry rock.>?

It was to “teach” the dry rock to produce water, as did Aharon’s dry stick. After all, the words
“y20” and “yv” have the same gematria!®

Some rishonim explain that Moshe was punished after Mei Meriva because he called Bnei
Yisrael, “Morim,” “Rebels.”* If so, why would Moshe REPEAT this in his recap (in Parshas
Eikev), recalling, “'a ny nn"a nnn”?>°

Telling them that they made a mistake by rebelling was fine; LABELING them as “rebels” was not.*
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When Miriam died, the be’er left, and it returned in the zechus of Moshe and Aharon.*” Why
couldn’t their zechus just keep it there in the first place?
Hashem wanted everyone to realize that originally it was in the zechus of Miriam.3®

When Amaleik attacked, they disguised themselves by speaking in K’naani, to trick Bnei
Yisrael into davening to be saved from K’naan instead of Amaleik. Bnei Yisrael heard K’naani,
but saw Amaleiki clothing, so they davened generally, “Save us from this nation — whoever
they are.”*® Why didn’t Amaleik also change their clothes?! Isn’t that much easier, and more
effective?

Our clothing defines us so much that had they dressed as K’'naanim, they would have actually
identified as K’naanim, and our davening regarding K’naanim would have worked against them!*°

Bnei Yisrael looked up at the copper snake which Moshe raised, rededicated themselves to
Hashem in Shamayim, and were healed.** Why was the snake necessary? Why couldn’t they
just be told to look up?

They looked at the snake, contemplated its ability to harm them, and DESPITE THIS dismissed it,
recognizing that ONLY Hashem is in charge. In general, one can protect himself from harm by
focusing completely on Hashem'’s total control of the world, and the inability of any other force to
independently affect him.*?

Is it appropriate for a son to argue with his father when learning Torah together?

When Bnei Yisreal recounted the nissim which Hashem performed for us during times of war, we
described, “no102 2an1 Nx,” “The nissim which were given to us at the Yam Suf.” Chazal perceived
another meaning to this phrase, and derived that when a father and son, or a Rebbe and talmid, are
engaged in a “war” regarding Torah, it’s positive, as there is “no102 an1” — “love (nanK) in the end.”*

IN YOUR OPINION

We know that the yetzer hara tries to stop us BEFORE we do a mitzvah. In what way do we
have to watch out for the yetzer hara AFTER doing a mitzvah?

Regarding the chok of Parah Adumah, we are told, “hanx 7NN7 NIwN 7 'R = 197 X'n DM
literally, “It is a decree from Me — you don’t have permission to question it.” This phrase can also be
understood to mean, “If the yetzer hara interferes "19'7n,” before you do the mitzvah, realize that it is a
decree which you must perform; if the yetzer hara approaches you ‘nanx 2n1n"%,’ to regretfully reflect
after the mitzvah, bemoaning the necessary effort, ignore that as well!”*®
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Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NAN' YN NIva
It had been a long difficult day for the Chofetz Chaim', and his gabbai was not letting anyone else in to speak to him. Meir had
been a talmid in Radin for a while, and he was getting married soon. He desperately wanted to say goodbye to his Rebbe, and
to receive his bracha. He begged the gabbai to make an exception for him, and the gabbai did. He walked into the o*'n yon’s
room, and greeted his Rebbe. “Rebbe.” “Yes Meir, you're getting married soon, aren’t you?” “Yes Rebbe, | am. | came to say
goodbye. | came to ask for a bracha from the Rebbe. Is that okay?” “It’s alright, but on one condition.” “Of course. Anything!” said
Meir eagerly. “What is the condition, Rebbe?” “| want you to promise me that you are going to be a naw niv.”

It came as a bolt of lightning on a bright, sunny day. It seemed absolutely ridiculous to suggest that he would be naw 77nn.
Meir had trouble processing it. Could my Rebbe be confusing me with someone else?? Does my Rebbe ni‘7¢i on think that |
am anav 7nn?? [ know the 'a 770 and "1 20 of the "IN nywn hilchos Shabbos N9 7ya vynd! What is the n'7'xei!?
Of course, | will be a naw i But his Rebbe repeated. “Do you accept the condition?” Meir struggled to find the right words,
then he said, “Of course, | accept the condition.” “In that case,” Meir's Rebbe continued, “| want you to give me a 2 ny'y7n.”
Meir was suddenly having trouble talking. A 92 ny'7n? That means shaking hands. It's like a ny1av. But, but... “If you want
the bracha,” the Chofetz Chaim resumed, “you’re going to have to do that. Give me a 2 ny'p7n that you will never be 77nn
nav.” Meir was very confused. Something seemed wrong. But if his Rebbe told him to do it, of course he would. “Yes. Yes,
Rebbe. | give you my hand. | give you a 3 ny'j73n. Of course, | will not be naw 77nn.” “In that case,” the n*'n y9on said, “your
N2 is you should be nJit to go to the n91n with a happy heart. You should see n*>7ian o' niniT. You should be nair
to children, and grandchildren, who are o'on *Tn7n.” Meir was stunned silent. He quickly responded nx to the bracha,
thanked his Rebbe, and walked out. What a confusing meeting with his Rebbe! Why did the Rebbe say that he should give him
a 92 ny'i7n that he would never be naw 7'7nn? It was a mystery. However, he got a bracha, and that was the main thing.

Years passed. Meir and his wife Malka were blessed with four wonderful children. But clouds of war now covered the entire
European continent. Meir yearned for his days in Yeshiva by the Chofetz Chaim. Who knows what the future will bring for Klal
Yisroel?! Meir cried. Everyone was saying, “Leave! Leave!” but there was nowhere to go, and getting a visa was almost
impossible. Meir looked at his wonderful family, his wife and children. What’s going to be with them?! But he had the bracha from
the Chofetz Chaim, and that gave him jr'n. German soldiers started walking down the street beating people up. Then they
started going from door to door. Suddenly, Meir heard an urgent knock on the back door. He was terrified! But it wasn't the
Germans. It was Meir's gentile neighbor Sokolov. He handed Meir visas and tickets for passage on a ship to America scheduled
for that night, for his entire family. Sokolov’s cousin had sent it for him to come to America with his son, but he didn’t want to.
Meir and his family were always very nice to him, so he transferred the visas to Meir as a gesture of gratitude. Meir recognized
that Sokolov was the shliach to save their lives. It was literally a n'721 03! That night, Meir and his family were on a crowded ship
to America, with no more than Meir’s talis and tefillin, and the clothes that they were wearing.

After passing through Ellis Island nein 1003, a Yid, who introduced himself as Reb Ahron Zev, greeted them. He had come to
help with the refugees, and he helped Meir and his family with what they needed to get started. Meir thanked him. “Reb Ahron
Zev, you are a wonderful person! You found us an apartment and you got me a job!” Reb Ahron Zev smiled, “And you don't
realize what a 03 that job was. Very few places allow you to not work on Shabbos.” Meir blanched. Surprised, Reb Ahron Zev
asked him, “What did you get so white for? Did | say something wrong?” “l would never be naw 7'7nn! ni7¢i| on! It's just that
when you say that | think of... well, never mind. Anyways, thank you for my job. It's not very exciting screwing covers onto ketchup
bottles, but nwin 7112 we're here and we're alive. There are so many terrible stories coming from Europe!” Meir sobbed.

One night, Meir’s boss, Mr. Isaacowsky, called Meir over to his office. After some small talk, Mr. Isaacowsky told him, “I've got
good news for you. From here on in you're going to be a manager.” Meir would now be managing some of the other workers,
and instead of getting seven dollars a week, he would be paid twelve dollars a week! Meir was excited, “Twelve dollars a week!
Oh, nwin 712! This way, it won't be such an emergency when we have to buy things for Shabbos.” But Mr. Isaacowsky wasn’t
finished yet. “Just one little favor I've got to ask from you. You're going to have to start coming in on Shabbos. You're a manager
now. | need you here all the time.” “In that case,” Meir asked, “can | have my old job back?” “No. You can’t have your old job
back,” said his boss resolutely, ‘I already gave it to someone else!” “Mr. Isaacowsky,” Meir said, “l cannot work on Shabbos.” “In
that case, it was a pleasure knowing you. Send regards to your hungry kids,” and the meeting was over.

1 Rav Fishel Schacter, Tales of Tzadikim Dial-A-Shiur, Shiur #404
1]A Life of Truth



A few weeks later, Meir was home with his children, trying to entertain them. They asked for food, but he didn’t have any to give
them, and they hadn’t had food all week. Shabbos was coming, and Meir didn’t know what he was going to do. Then, there was
a knock at the door. It was the landlord Mr. Baalabas. Meir politely answered the door. “How are you Mr. Baalabas?” Mr. Baalabas
was a man of few words, “You know your rent was due last week!” Meir struggled to reply, but could only get half syllables out.
Finally, he said, “l almost have it!" The landlord was very clear, “That doesn’t help me, ‘you almost have it'! Well, right now you're
almost being thrown out of your apartment. If you don’t have your rent by next week, you're going to be thrown out of your
apartment!” Meir thought to himself, Maybe, next Shabbos | should go to work. After all, | will just be a manager. I'll just be
standing on the side. | won’t even say anything! I'll just be there so that my boss gives me a pay check — or else, what am | going
to do?? My children are hungry. My landlord is going to throw us out into the street. | have no choice. Meir just cried and cried.

Shabbos morning, Meir came home from davening, and said, “Are we ready for kiddush?” “Totti,” one of the children answered,
“we don't have anything to make Kiddush on.” Meir turned to his wife. “Malka, | don’t understand. We had a piece of cake and
schnapps.” Malka just cried. “That was three weeks ago! How long did you thing it would last?!” “This is terrible,” said Meir, “we
can’t cry on Shabbos. Wait a second, | don’t remember a Shabbos without a guest.” Malka was becoming hysterical. One of the
children who had been looking out of the window said, “Totti, don’t worry, our guest is coming.” “Oh, nwin 112! Who's coming
shaifeleh?” “Mr. Baalabas, | think he’s even bringing a present!” “Oh, how nice of him! Mr. Baalabas it really wasn’t necessary.
Are you coming to join us for our Shabbos seuda?’ He wasn't. After a few curt words, he handed Meir a piece of paper, and
walked away. It was an eviction notice. Meir wouldn’t touch it, he said that it was probably nyj7in. “Meir,” Malka cried, what's
going to be? No food. We're going to be on the street.” Meir tried to be strong, but his wife was panic-stricken, and his answers
weren't calming her down. “Meir, maybe just go to work and show your boss that you came, even if you don’t do anything. Maybe
he'll give you a check for one week so we don’t get thrown out - so we can have at least a bottle of milk for breakfast.” Meir
looked at his hungry family. He thought about how cold it was outside. “Oh no.” He said, “what if Mr. Baalabas does throw us
out?!” He decided that he would walk to work. He knew that it was within the ninm. He hoped that his boss would have niannn
on him, even if he didn’t do any actual work.

It had been a very cold and hard two-hour walk when he arrived at the huge office building. The watchman greeted him derisively,
“Hey Meir! Saturday you’re comin’ in? Huh! Finally got to you like the rest of your friends. Yeah. Sooner or later they all give in!”
Meir was appalled. “It's a nwin 71'7'n!” he said. “It's a nwin 77'n if | go up there. I'm so tired. I've been walking for the last two
hours.” The watchman offered to get him the elevator, but he said, “no, I'll take the stairs. I'm just going to sit down on this couch
a little bit and rest. Oy I'm so exhausted. Ich hub nisht kain koyach...” he said as he drifted off to sleep.

Meir was dreaming. He saw his Rebbe the Chofetz Chaim. “Rebbe,” he said, “I'm going to be getting married now. Can | please
have a bracha from the Rebbe? - What a zechus it is to learn in the Chafetz Chaim’s Yeshiva and to get a bracha from the
Chofetz Chaim.” The Chofetz Chaim replied, “I will give you a bracha, but on one condition. You must promise me you will never
be mechalel Shabbos.” Meir was confused, “Me? Be mechalel Shabbos?! Rebbe!?” But his Rebbe continued, “You must give
me your hand. You're going to America, there are going to be many nisyonos. | want a tekiyas kaf that you will never be mechalel
Shabbos. | want a tekiyas kaf that you will never be mechalel Shabbos. | want a...” Meir woke up. He felt relaxed, but he
was sweating. He was awestruck by his Rebbe’s ¢iTipn nin. Right there and then he decided that no matter what, he would
never be nay 77nn. Meir got up energetically, and ignoring his exhaustion, he danced all the way home! This was something
to be happy about! He had been |i*Q12 Tniy! Shabbos was almost over, and he had not been naw 7'7nn!

Right after Shabbos, there was a knock at Meir's door. Meir was shocked to see his former boss, Mr. Isaacowsky, standing there.
Meir invited him in and Mr. Isaacowsky told him the following story. “One day, | was sitting in my office with my partner Mr.
Fleygelkop, reviewing all our workers. We were talking about you. | mentioned to Fleygelkop that you don’t come in on Shabbos.
He told me that I'm a fool for letting you get away with it. | said, “it's bad enough that | work on Shabbos, I'm not going to force
someone else to do so!” “What do you think he’s really doing on Shabbos?” he asked. “He’s playing games. | know these religious
Jews, they're not serious. If you threaten him that you're going to stop the check, and you offer him a promotion, I'm willing to
bet five hundred dollars that he'll come running. Maybe not after the first Shabbos, but definitely after the second or the third,
you'll see.” So, we bet on it. On the fourth Shabbos, | was sitting in the office, and Fleygelkop came over. “By today, | figure he
won't be able to hold out anymore, and he'll be here.” | said, “He’s not coming in! | know my Meir.” But then Fleygelkop said,
“Look, he’s outside. He's walking in.” | couldn’t believe it. | lost the bet. Then we stood there waiting and waiting, and you were
not coming up the steps. We went down, and the watchman told us some kind of a dream about your Rabbi, and you turned
around and left, so | won the bet! Well, I'm sorry for the heartache | caused you, you can come in tomorrow, and you get your
promotion, and you don’t have to come in on Shabbos. Anything else | can do for you, Meir?” “| want you to start being shomer
Shabbos,” declared Meir. “Ah! Well, Meir, considering that you were willing to be thrown out of your house and not be mechalel
Shabbos, you have moved my heart. But what am | going to do on Shabbos?” asked Meir's proud boss. “Well, now that we're
going to have food again, how would you like to be our Shabbos guest?” “That sounds just fine to me!”

Meir did everything that he could do be |i*g32 Tniy and in the end Hashem sent ia1 2¢j djz4'71 ninT, the heiligeh Chofetz
Chaim to help him through. Hashem always gives the x'nwT X1y o to help us through our nisyonos.

2|A Life of Truth
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Week #423 Hi Ch@g Shabb@s

Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

@& I ® t ®
Is it permissible to defrost a bottle?

Chazal prohibited transforming solids into liquids on Shabbos (Molid). However, it is
permissible to allow a bottle to defrost naturally by removing it from the freezer and
placing it in an area where it is room temperature. It should not be placed in a warm
area.

Additionally, once some of the bottle’s contents have defrosted and there is some liquid
on the bottom of the bottle, the bottle may be placed in a warm area or warm water
following the guidelines of Bishul (as described in the previous question) since the
prohibition of allowing solids to turn into liquids doesn’t apply when melting into a
liquid.

In cases of necessity, frozen liquids may be defrosted in a warm area or warm water
following the above guidelines of Bishul.

Additional notes pertaining to baby food preparation:
e Mashing a banana for a baby should be done immediately prior to when it is
needed, using the back of a spoon.!
e Itis not permissible to create or widen the hole in the nipple of a baby bottle.
e Insome instances, the bristles on baby bottle brushes are not very dense and it
is therefore permissible to use these brushes. Some brushes, however, have a
sponge on one end which prohibits their use.

B0
Is it permissible to play with a “Rubic’s Cube” that forms a picture?
It is not permissible to play with a “Rubic’s Cube” that forms a figure, or any game in
which pieces are slid to form a figure (such as a smiley face), since the intention is to

create a picture or figure, an act which is forbidden even when the individual pieces are
not attached.

Is it permissible to play with “Etch-A-Sketch”?

“Etch-A-Sketch” may not be used. In addition, coloring is not permissible, even if the
coloring is random and does not form a picture.

1Alternatively, a banana may be mashed with the handle of a utensil or the bottom of a glass cup.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

| enjoy freshly brewed coffee to start my day. Could | put ground coffee into a filter on NawW and then
pour hot water (from a 'w'7w "72) over it?

QUESTION 2

| put in a water filter next to my faucet so we can have clean water to drink whenever we want. Can
we use it on naw?

QUESTION 3

I'll be going to New York for Nnaw where they have a problem with bugs in the water. Can | filter the
water on Naw?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

I'm renting a house with a pool in the backyard, and the kids wanted to go to the pool area to eat
their Shabbos Party (with an adult). Is there any problem with that?

Answer: One can carry from his house to his own yard if they are surrounded by a fence or NnIx
NN9N. This is because a house and yard are considered similar in their uses; they are both used for
living purposes. However, one cannot carry from his house to a storage area, known as a 997jJ, even
though it is fenced in. ?"1N only allowed one to carry from a house to a similar place that is made
for living uses. A 913 is for storage and is not comparable to a house, even though they have the
same owner.

There are some places that are not necessarily made for living, but not for storage either. Places
made solely for recreation, such as a swimming pool, is an example of such a case. If the pool is not
separately fenced in but is part of the yard, it is considered an accessory to the yard and one can
carry there. If it is fenced in separately, it would possibly not be considered part of the n171 that is in
the yard, but instead gets it's own category, known as things used for 7I'0. The 1"0-N"IY [I'XN WY
sounds like he is 'nNN in such a case, and therefore there are D'poI® who do not allow to carry items
that were in the house at the onset of Naw to a fenced-in pool.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

| have a big yard, and | cordoned off part of it to grow some vegetables during the summer. While
playing on Naw afternoon, the children’s ball rolled there. Are they allowed to get it? It's all fenced
in.

Answer: A garden is an example of something that is not a N1 and has the ni>7n of a 9973, and
therefore one can't carry items that originate from the house in or from a garden. This is true even
if it is part of the yard and not separately fenced-in, as it can’'t be seen as an accessory to the yard
since it has no connection to living or recreation. In this way it is even more stringent than a pool.
However, the 2"9-N"JW NN MWnN writes that a small garden which is just a minor part of the yard is
more lenient and one can carry to and from it pnTn Nywa. Additionally, there is room to argue that
a small garden is grown for recreation can be considered part of the yard when not separately
fenced-in, much like a pool, and is not a problem at all. Possibly one can be ?7'pn and carry at any
time because of these reasons.

QUESTION 3

| was thinking about making the wITp for my upcoming NNNW on my lawn. Is there anything wrong
doing that?

Answer: The "-I"7W X" writes that it is not good to eat and drink over grass, as it is difficult to
prevent the spilling of drinks which will help the grass grow, and is the ndN7n of YII1. Therefore,
drinking over grass would not be the best idea, unless one is only serving dry wines and schnapps,
which most 0'poI® hold will not help the grass grow.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Undercover
Part IV

Recap: Nosson, a yeshiva bachur, helped the old
shochet Reb Lemel every day, and couldn’t help
but wonder about certain mysterious behaviors
he witnessed. Before Reb Lemel passed away, he
bequeathed one-third of his money to Nosson and
instructed him to give the remainder to Velvel the
watercarrier. Nosson followed Velvel and
discovered that he was part of a group of hidden
tzaddikim. After much begging, Velvel agreed to
allow Nosson to join a meeting, but the others did
not let him in.

Nosson was crestfallen. After so many weeks of
trying, he had finally reached this point. He was
so close to going in; how could he turn around
now?! “Please, Velvel, please!” he entreated,
tears forming in his eyes. “Please let me in!”

Velvel closed his eyes for a moment, seemingly
in thought, before beginning to speak. “This boy,”
he announced to the others sitting around the
table. “Has something even greater than hearing
the bas kol.”

Nosson realized this was his last chance. He held
his breath in hopeful anticipation.

“How can that be?” they protested. “If he did not
yet reach the level that his ears are pure enough to
hear the heavenly voice, how can he achieve even
greater heights?”

“This young man here toiled in the mitzvah of
bikur cholim with our revered rebbi, Reb Lemel,”
Velvel explained. “All of us here are disciples of
Reb Lemel. He was the one who organized this
group and raised us up to the levels we are
currently on. Reb Lemel was greater than all of
us, and yet he saw fit to leave his final tzavaah
with this young man here.”

There was a thunderous silence in the room.

“Yes,” Velvel confirmed. “Reb Lemel left one
third of his inheritance to Nosson, equal to the
amount he gave to me to divide amongst all of us.
Even though Nosson is so young, he took care of
our rebbi devotedly, and our rebbi trusted him.
This is far greater proof of his untainted soul than
hearing the bas kol.”

The men around the table conferred in hushed
whispers before turning back to Velvel. “None of
us here is willing to break our longstanding



custom,” one of them said carefully. “Our custom
here is that anyone who enters without hearing the
bas kol is endangering his life, and none of us feel
comfortable breaking it. Velvel, are you willing
to allow him in and accept sole responsibility for
the boy’s fate on your own shoulders?”

Velvel’s brow furrowed in thought. “Yes,” he
said firmly. “I am. I am certain that this young
man is worthy of gaining entry on the merit of his
devotion to Reb Lemel. | am ready to accept full
responsibility for whatever may happen to him.”

Nosson’s legs were shaking terribly as he crossed
the threshold into the shack. He could barely
control the tremor in his arms as he sat down at
the end of the table, in the spot where Velvel
indicated.

“You don’t have to wunderstand what’s
happening,” Velvel murmured as he passed the
boy on his way to his own seat. “Just follow along
whatever everyone else is doing, even if you don’t
understand.”

Someone came around with a pile of sacks, which
he gave out to the men around the table. Another
beggar burned something into a small pile of
ashes. The men donned their sacks and put ashes
on their head. Nosson, feeling like he was having
an out-of-body experience, copied them and did
the same.

The men got off their chairs and got down onto
the floor. Tentatively, Nosson followed. Then
they began crying, bitter and painful tears, as they
recited tikkun chatzos. Although Nosson had not
yet reached the level of feeling so deeply for the
suffering of the Shechinah in galus, the
overwhelming aura of holiness in the room
caused him to start weeping as well.

They moved on to Tikkun Rochel and Tikkun
Leah, and Nosson continued reciting words. He
did not have the kavanos that the others had in
mind; nor did he grasp the potency of the tefillos
he was saying, but he recited them along with the
rest of the group, hoping that one day he would
merit to gain a full understanding and
appreciation for the ritual.

Next, Velvel began to give a shiur in kabbalah,
but the concepts he spoke about were well beyond
Nosson’s understanding. Still, he sat and listened
and tried to comprehend even as the words flew
well above his head. Although he could not
contribute, he watched in silence as the rest of
those present engaged in fiery debates over the
Torah that Velvel taught.

For the next few months, Nosson joined the
hidden tzaddikim every few nights. Other than a
quick greeting when he came and when he left,
the others largely ignored his presence. Many of
them were still opposed to the presence of the
young man who did not hear the bas kol.

Late one night, as Nosson sat listening to Velvel’s
shiur without understanding a word, there was a
knock on the door of the shack. Standing in the
doorway was a man whom Nosson had never seen
before. His face was a ghastly white. “Rabbosai,”
he cried. “The decree went into effect! The decree
1s now in effect!”

He entered the shack and tore his clothing down
the center. The other members of the group joined
him on the floor, all of them crying over the
decree that had gone into effect.

What was the decree all about?

There was a large city, about a ten-day journey
from where the secret group met, called VVasserov.



Vasserov was home to thousands of Jews and was
considered one of the epicenters of Yiddishkeit in
the country, with robust Jewish infrastructure
including many shuls, yeshivos, and mikvaos.

While the Jewish residents of VVasserov were, for
the most part, shomer Torah umitzvos, over the
years, they had fallen lax in the laws of kashrus.
Their shechitah was not the way it should have
been, and people stopped being so careful when
dealing with meat and dairy. Yayin nesech had
seeped into the Jewish wine stores, and
questionable foods were being sold in Jewish
eateries.

Over time, the impure food that these Jews
ingested began to create blockages in their hearts
and souls, hindering their religious growth and
fostering a spiritual downfall. If things were
allowed to continue by inertia, it would not take
long for the entire community to spiral downward
into an abyss of sin.

The Beis Din Shel Maalah convened to determine
the best course of action. They needed to stop the
community’s descent before it was too late to save
them. And while the oblivious Jews of Vasserov
continued to eat their questionable meat and go
about their daily lives, in Shamayim, they were
being judged harshly for their actions.

“It was revealed to me that the entire community
was sentenced to death on account of their sins,”
the newcomer to the secret meeting said through
his tears. “However, the Beis Din Shel Maalah
has decided to transfer this sentence onto the holy
Vasserover Rav. Since he is such a great tzaddik,
his soul is equal to that of all the other Jews in
Vasserov together, more than one-hundred
thousand Jews. He is therefore to be taken in their

stead, and his death will atone for the sins of the
rest of the community.

“We know that if this 1s the decree in Heaven, we
can expect that shortly a decree against the
Vasserover Rav will be enforced down here on
Earth,” the mekubal reminded the others. “We
must send a representative to Vasserov
immediately, to redeem the holy rav on a physical
level as the rest of us toil on his behalf in the
spiritual realms.”

“This is what our rebbi, Reb Lemel, saved one-
third of his money for,” Velvel remarked. “He
instructed that one-third of his money be put back
and saved for the time when we will need to use
it to abort the decree. We will now use it to save
the Vasserover Rav. However, | am unable to
make the trip to VVasserov. | am too old and frail,
and I can’t be sure that my health will hold out
long enough.” He turned to the man sitting to his
right.

The beggar shook his head regretfully. “I can’t go,
either,” he said, frowning. “My yehei shmay
rabbah is not what it is supposed to be, and I’'m
afraid that this will hinder my ability to overturn
the decree.”

All eyes turned expectantly to the next man at the
table. “I would really go if I could,” the next
mekubal stated, “But just this morning, someone
wished me a good morning, and I didn’t respond
with a smile. From the expression on his face, I’'m
wondering if he was hurt. How can | try to
overturn a Heavenly decree if I hurt someone’s
feelings?”

They continued around the table, but each of the
hidden mekubalim declined to undertake the
mission to Vasserov. While all of them would



have been happy to redeem the life of the
Vasserover Rav, they all had a reason why they
felt unworthy and incapable of the task.

“What about you, Nosson?”” someone asked when
they reached the very end of the table, and only
the young bachur had not been disqualified.

Nosson jerked up, taken aback. “Me?” he
squeaked, his face paling. “I’m the youngest and
the least worthy of all of you! If all of you, holy
tzaddikim who are well-versed in kabbalah can’t
undertake this mission, I am surely unworthy! |
don’t know the proper thoughts for tikkun
chatzos, and I can’t comprehend even the basics
of Rav Velvel’s shiur. I am guilty of every one of

"9

the ‘sins’ that disqualified the rest of you

“To the contrary,” Velvel countered from his
place at the head of the table. “It is because we are
on a different level that our aveiros count so much
more. You are young; you did not have so much
time to encounter spiritual challenges. Your soul
Is therefore purer, cleaner. Additionally, you
have the extraordinary merit having cared for our
holy leader, Reb Lemel.”

A hundred question marks danced in Nosson’s
eyes, and his white face betrayed his inner fear.
“But—,,

“Our rebbi gave you a mission,” Velvel
continued. “He entrusted you with his inheritance.
One third, you were to keep for yourself. One
third, you were to give to me to be divided
amongst all the members of this group. Now is the
time for you to finish the mission that you started,
to spend the final third of the money to save the
life of the Vasserover Rav.”

“But I'm in yeshiva!” Nosson blurted. “How can
| leave the yeshiva, just like that, for so many

days? If it’s a ten-day journey, that means I’ll be
away from the yeshiva for at least twenty days,
plus the time I have to spend in Vasserov.”

The mekubalim did not accept this claim. “It’s not
for nothing that you were allowed to join our
group,” they told him. “True, you will need to
miss yeshiva, but being part of us means
undertaking missions, and some of them will take
you away from yeshiva for small stretches at a
time. Here, Nosson, you will learn what avodas
Hashem truly means. Here, you will learn what
mesiras nefesh really is.”

Nosson lifted his head. “I will go,” he said quietly.

The men stood up briskly. “Every second counts,”
one of them exclaimed. “You must head out
tonight.”

“Go back to your lodgings and get your tefillin,”
they instructed Nosson. “Put them in your pocket.
Make sure to disguise yourself so that it will not
be recognizable whether you are a Jew or not.”

“Don’t forget the money, the last third of the
money from Reb Lemel,” Velvel reminded him.
“Hide it in your clothing for the journey. You’ll
need it.”

There was no time for Nosson to think about what
he was getting himself into. He listened to his
instructions, accepted the horse and buggy from
Velvel, and ran.

His first stop was the room where he slept.
Tiptoeing past his sleeping roommates, Nosson
took his tefillin and placed them in his pocket.
Then he rushed to the property that had belonged
to Reb Lemel, into the deserted shed behind his
cottage, and retrieved the remainder of the
money. It took some time, but soon all of the coins



and gems were concealed within his clothing and
boots.

With a final, lingering glance at the city he’d
come to know so well over the previous five years
in yeshiva, Nosson whipped the horses and was
off into the blackness of the night.

The next morning, Nosson was conspicuously
absent from his shtender in yeshiva. His
chavrusah had no idea where he was, and his
roommates reported that he hadn’t been in his bed
in the morning when they’d awoken. His tefillin
were gone, indicating a longer journey, but he
hadn’t notified anyone of his plans and his
whereabouts were a mystery. When one day
turned to two and then three and Nosson still did
not return, the yeshiva was up in arms over the
strange disappearance of the young masmid.

His rebbi, Rav Laizer, immediately suspected that
his student’s abrupt departure had something to
do with his budding relationship with Velvel the
watercarrier. Being the only person in whom
Nosson had confided regarding Reb Lemel’s final
request, he wondered if the key to the mystery lie
in the abandoned shed behind Reb Lemel’s house.

Two days after Nosson disappeared, under the
cover of darkness, Rav Laizer slipped out of his
home in the direction of Reb Lemel’s cottage. He
groped through the darkness into the shed, and
with the aid of a lantern, found his clue right
away.

There, in the corner of the shed, was a gaping hole
in the spot where Nosson had left the remaining
third of Reb Lemel’s inheritance.

Worry wormed its way into Rav Laizer’s heart,
sudden and unbidden. The missing money
seemed to indicate that Nosson, his young

student, had been sent on a mission, perhaps a
dangerous mission, by Reb Lemel’s disciples.
And although he knew in his mind that Nosson
would be okay in the holy watercarrier’s hands,
Rav Laizer could not help but worry about how
the young bachur was faring, wherever he was.

In the meanwhile, Nosson journeyed through the
hilly countryside for many days. While the men
in the shack had told him that the trip to Vasserov
would take ten days, it took Nosson a full two
weeks to arrive in the city. Dusty and disheveled
from the road, he rode up to an inn and used one
of Reb Lemel’s coins to rent a room for a few
days.

Although he had already lost four days due to the
longer than expected journey, Nosson was too
fatigued from the road to begin his mission. He
washed up and changed into fresh clothing before
falling into bed for a short, refreshing nap. With
his urgent mission hanging over his head, he
could not sleep long, and just a short while later,
he left the hotel for the Jewish community.

Velvel and his friends had not provided Nosson
with any information. He did not even know
exactly what his mission was beyond that he was
to save the life of the Vasserover Rav. He had no
idea where the VVasserover Rav was, what kind of
threat was hovering over the rav’s head, or even
how he was supposed to save him. All he had was
the money, one-third of Reb Lemel’s inheritance,
which he was supposed to use as part of his rescue
efforts.

Nosson made his way to a shul and began to
question the Jews he met as discreetly as possible.
To his dismay, he learned that the VVasserover Rav
was languishing in prison and was scheduled to
be tried in court just three weeks later.



“How did he end up in jail?” Nosson asked the
man who had provided him with this information.

“It’s a long story,” the Jew said with a drawn-out
sigh. “The rav has been at odds with the mayor of
Vasserov for a long time. Recently, the rav
wanted to expand the main shul to make room for
more congregants. When he submitted his
application for building permits, the mayor
denied the permits on the premises that he did not
want Vasserov’s Jewish community to double in
size.

“The mayor reasoned that if the shul was twice as
big, double the amount of Jews would make
Vasserov their home, and that was something he
was not ready to tolerate. He accused the rav of
trying to destroy the city and refused to allow the
expansion of the shul, no matter how many
influential people tried to persuade him.”

“So the mayor jailed the rav just because he
wanted to expand the shul?” Nosson asked.

“No, but that was the start of a series of very
contentious exchanges,” the Jew explained,
sighing again. “The Vasserover Rav was
understandably upset that he would not be able to
expand the shul, and he wrote the mayor a sharply
worded letter of dissent, threatening to appeal the
mayor’s decision to higher ranking officials.
Needless to say, the mayor was not very happy
with the rav.”

“But why was he imprisoned?” Nosson asked.

The man threw Nosson a look, as though rebuking
him for his lack of patience. “I’m getting there. A
few days later, the mayor’s teenage son attended
a party, which turned very wild. The drunken
gentiles were playing with knives, and one of
them fatally stabbed the mayor’s son by mistake.

Immediately, the partygoers fled the crime scene,
leaving the mayor’s son to bleed to death.

“The mayor was grieving and furious, and he
wanted revenge. It was more convenient to lay the
blame on the Jewish community, especially since
everyone knew that there was no love lost
between the rav and the mayor. Armed with the
evidence of the Vasserover Rav’s sharp letter,
they accused him of sending his own son to Kill
the mayor’s. The rav was arrested and thrown into
prison, where he is currently awaiting trial.”

Nosson was quiet for a moment, absorbing this,
and then he posed his next question. “Is there a
chance that the rav will be acquitted at the trial?”

“Officially, yes,” the man snorted. He seemed
eager to share everything he knew with the
stranger he’d met in shul, which suited Nosson’s
purposes perfectly. “They are allowing the Jews
to testify at the trial in his favor. But between me
and you, we are not expecting the rav to receive a
fair trial. Even with all the positive testimonies in
the world, they want him killed, and they will get
their way unless a miracle happens.”

He looked at Nosson and nodded sadly. “We have
to daven. We must beg Hashem for a miracle to
save our rav.”

Nosson nodded, his mind whirling. How was he
supposed to save the Vasserover Rav? He
couldn’t exactly walk up to the prison and bribe
the warden with Reb Lemel’s money to allow the
rav to walk free. If he tried that, it would be the
last thing he did as a free man. It was almost
certain that this would provide him with a free,
one-way ticket into prison.

Besides, the man who’d so freely provided him
with the information he needed had mentioned



that the mayor specifically denounced all attempts
at bribery. “If anyone tries to bribe us,” he’d
declared. “We will immediately evict the entire
Jewish community from our city.”

It was much too big of a risk to take, but what
other option was there?

With sobering clarity, Nosson realized that the
fate of the holy VVasserover Rav and the more than
one-hundred-thousand Jews in the city all rested
upon his thin shoulders. He had been sent on a
very difficult mission with life-threatening
consequences if he failed. Velvel and the other
mekubalim were relying on him to succeed. An
entire Jewish community was at stake!

He needed to act, and he needed to act fast.

To be continued...
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ONE MORNING, RAV YOSEF CHAIM SONNENFELD
WAS WALKING HOME FROM SHLIL,

KINDERLECH!

WHY ARE YOU LEANING SO
CLOSE TO THE WELL? THIS IS
EXTREMELY DANGEROUS!

REBBI, WE HAVE NO
WATER AT HOME...

.AND REBSI,
WE ARE THE ONLY
ONES ABLE TO 8RING

..OUR FATHER IS SO WEAK
FROM HIS ILLNESS HE JUST
CAN'T GET UP FROM BED.

AND OUR MOMMY ALsom

HAD A 8ABY. REBBI, WE NEED
WATER IN ORDER TO FILL THE 8I&
BARREL IN OUR HOUSE!

I

UPON HEARING THIS, THE RAV QUICKLY REMOVED
HIS TALLIS AND TEFILLIN AND BEGAN DRAWING

TATTY, MOMMY IS

WATER FOR THE BOYS. S5O WORRIED SINCE YOU

e ARE YOU DOING HERE 8Y

MY KINDERPLECH, T'LL FILL THE WELL?P

THE BUCKETS! TAKE THEM
HOME, AND COME BACK WITH
THE EMPTY BUCKETS.

HAVEN'T COME HOME! WHAT

I AM HELPING THESE BOYS GET
WATER TO THEIR HOME NEARBY.
THEY WILL SOON RETURN AND T
WILL REFILL THEIR BLICKET.

TATTY! WHY ARE DOING
THE WORK OF THE LOCAL
WATER-CARRIER?

THE RAV PATIENTLY TOLD HIS DAUGHTER ABOUT
THE SITUATION OF THE BOYS WHO NEEDED WATER,

YERUSHALAYIM ENGAGED

mHAT WILL PEOPLE
THINK WHEN THEY SEE THE RAV OF

LINDIGNIFIED ACTIVITY?

AND WHAT
WILL THEY SAY IN
SHAMAYIM WHEN THEY
SEE THAT I OID NOT
HELP THEM?
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FROM THE PARSHAH

EARLS OF WISDOM When Ashes

Touch Water
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They shall take from the dust of the burning of the sin offering and place on it living

waters in a vessel. (Bemidbar 19:17)

This pasuk is talking about the Parah Adumabh.
And what was the Parah Adumah?

It was essentially a sin offering, a korban chatas.
This kind of offering possesses great kedushah. A
korban chatas is considered kodshei kodoshim. This is
the highest level of offerings.

However, the Parah Adumah is not actually
offered on the Mizbeach. It is rather burned to ashes
outside Beis Hamikdash.

And, the ashes left over after the burning of the
offering are just a remembrance of what was. They
are a mere residue that lacks any real content of what
used to be a korban.

Nevertheless, since these ashes come from a
korban, they still have great kedushah. If they are

combined with mayim chayim, water drawn from a

running spring, they have the power to purify those
who are impure and thereby render them fit for
avodas Beis Hamikdash.

It says in Sefer Taam v’Daas that we can learn an
important lesson from here. Every Jew comes from
holy stock. Each one of us has many generations
of tzaddikim in his lineage. Furthermore, our souls
come from a supremely holy place. It’s just that our
aveiros have burnt us up, so we are mere ashes of what
we used to be. Some people have been so consumed
by the fire that it is hardly recognizable at all that
they belong to the holy Jewish people.

But we can still return to our original purity and

regain our former kedushah. And this is learned from

Parah Adumab.

All we have to do is connect ourselves to the



mayim chayim, to the Torah Hakedoshah, which
is compared to a well of living waters. Because
when the ashes of Parah Adumah are combined
with the mayim chayim, they acquire special
purifying powers. Similarly, we can return to our
roots and ascend to high levels of kedushah and
taharah.

This is why no Jew should ever despair of himself.
He has holy roots. His soul was hewed from a place
of purity. To regain it, he needs to devote himself to
Torah learning, because without the mayim chayim
of Torah, he is just burnt ashes.

But with the mayim chayim of Torah learning, he
is something very great indeed.

The truth is that combining ashes with
mayim chayim is the very basis of the human
being. A person’s body is created from the dust
of the earth, and by virtue of Hashem breathing
the soul of life into it, it becomes a live human
being.

This shows that only if mayim chayim are
combined with a person made from dust, by means
of Torah learning, does he become a completed
human being. Without the mayim chayim he
remains a clump of earth.

This applies not just to humanity as a whole but
also to each individual, every day.

Hashem recreates the world every day, and
when a person goes through a day without learning
Torah, it is like he isn’t even alive that day. He is

IC T

like a dry, lifeless clump of earth. Only when his

earthiness is combined with mayim chayim does a
pure and holy soul come out.

This could also explain why Jews prostrate
themselves on the graves of zzaddikim and embrace
their dust. It is because the place has the holiness of
the tzaddik buried there, and tzaddikim are even
greater in their death than during their lives.

However, this works only when the holy dust
is combined with the living waters of the Torah.
This means that the person who is visiting the
kever recalls and thinks about the deeds of the
tzaddik, how he conducted when he was alive,
how careful he was about every mitzvah, how
much he devoted himself to avodas Hashem and
limud hatorah. When the holy dust combines
with the living waters of Torah, the holiness and
purity comes out, in the merit of the tzaddik, and
the gates of Heaven open to pour out a wealth of
blessings.

This does not happen if the holy dust remains
without water. In other words, if people just go to
kivrei tzaddikim without learning from the ways of
the #zaddik. This won’t help anything. Light and

blessing will never come from that.

But if a person sets himself to follow the ways
of our holy forefathers and learn from their deeds,
about him is said:

INANX 2 WK DRI AKX T2V - You

are My servant; Yisrael, in you I take pride.'®

1 Yeshayahu 49:3.
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Great Mistakes

(20,5 927TN2) SR 232 1YY IWTRAY 2 DNINKT KD 1V

Because you did not believe in Me to sanctify Me before the eyes of the people of

Yisrael. (Bemidbar 20:12)

The Torah tells us about sins committed by
the greatest people in the world. Such as Moshe
Rabbeinu, for instance. The Torah says about him
here, “Because you did not believe in Me to sanctify
Me.” We are told also about the sins of the sons of
Yaakov, and of David Hamelech, and of many other
tzaddikim as well.

Obviously, the Torah wants us to know all this.
And it’s not to lessen their value in our eyes. Their
sins do not diminish their honor at all. We all know
that Moshe Rabbeinu did not merit entering Eretz
Yisrael, yet the Torah says about him fwn ow nn -
“Moshe died there; teaching that he died by a kiss
from Hashem. The Torah would not tell us that
Hashem loved him so greatly if it wanted to lessen
his value in our eyes.

Similarly, Yaakov’s sons are viewed by us as the
spiritual giants they were. They are the revered
founders of the Jewish nation. And David is our
king forever, he is Mashiach Hashem, he is the
wondrously saintly author of Sefer Tehillim.

So why does the Torah recount their misdoings, if
we are meant to treat them with the greatest respect?

It’s to show us and teach us how very careful
we need to be about guarding ourselves from sin.
Sometimes we think that the Yerzer Hara is busy
with other people, with all those empty and clueless
people wandering around out there. But I, who have
accepted upon myself the yoke of Torah and mitzvos,
who keep Shabbos scrupulously and learn as much
Torah as possible — I am not going to do stupid things
and get tricked by the Yerzer Hara into aveiros.

So the Torah comes and tells us that even the

holiest people that ever lived sometimes stumbled
and sinned. If the great were not always successful

1 Devarim 34:5.

in avoiding awveiros, there is no reason we should
consider ourselves immune from sin. So we need to
be very, very careful. We need to daven to Hashem
at all times to save us from sins and spiritual failures,
from evil and from anything resembling it.

And there is another message here as well. Let’s
say we were guilty every once in a while of certain
sins such as lashon hara, bitul Torah, a little hatred
and envy and quarreling. We might assume that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu will not be too upset with us,
and will let us off the hook. Because, after all, we are
good Jews who learn Torah and keep mizzvos and are
trying to do the right thing.

So the Torah comes and warns us that it is not so.
The greatest and holiest people in the world, when
they sinned, Hashem did not let them go. Not at all.
He was exacting with them, down to a hairsbreadth.
They were punished severely for even the subtlest of
sins. So we better be really careful!

Sometimes a person feels good about himself.
Let’s say he learned for several hours with great
hasmadah, or he really put himself out to do a
chesed, or he davened with intense kavanah, or
something like that. He feels he is on good terms
with Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and allows himself to
lighten up his efforts a little in Torah and mitzvos.
It’s “not so terrible” to engage in a bit of idle talk, to
spend a little time taking it easy with friends, to read
the newspaper a little, to read a not-so-kosher book,

etc. So he thinks.

This is the biggest mistake a person can make.
Hashem is exacting with those close to Him, down to
a hairsbreadth. Even if they are the greatest people in
the world, and Hashem loves them so much that He
gives them a kiss, so to speak. We for sure need to be
meticulous about what we do, and only this will make

us especially beloved by Hakadosh Baruch Hu. o
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The Sin at the
Rock
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Since you did not believe in Me, to sanctify Me before the eyes of the Israelites,

therefore you shall not bring this congregation to the land that I have given to them.
They are the Waters of Contention, that the Israelites contended with Hashem, and
He was sanctified in their midst. (Bemidbar 20:12-13)

“To sanctify Me” - If you had spoken to the rock, and it would have brought forth its
waters, I would have been sanctified before the eyes of the congregation. They would

have said, “If this rock — which doesn’t speak and doesn’t hear and doesn’t need
sustenance — fulfills the word of Hashem, surely we should do so.” (Rashi)

One of the central subjects of this parshah is the sin
of Moshe at the rock, as a result of which he was not
allowed to enter Eretz Yisrael. This greatly changed
the course of Jewish history. If Moshe Rabbeinu had
entered the Land, Beis Hamikdash would never have
been destroyed, and everything would be different.

Moshe’s sin was thus a monumental event. But
what was his sin? What did he do wrong?

Rashi has a certain way of explaining it. Hashem
told Moshe to speak to the rock, and instead of
speaking to it, he hit it. He struck the rock with his
staff.

This communicates a very basic point. It is basic to
Judaism that we fulfill Hashem’s commands because
He tells us to do so, not because He forces us. Judaism
is built on the concept of 127IX2 Y& M2 M1,
“He chooses His people Yisrael out of love.” Hashem
loves us, and we, too, need to love Him. Those who
love each other don't hit each other. If they need to
hit each other, it is a different kind of relationship
altogether.

Standing at the rock, Moshe presented a metaphor
to the Jewish people. He said to them, X3 wnw
DM - “Listen, now, you rebellious people.” Are you
watching? When I communicate with the rock, it will
fulfill my will. Why don’t you do so? And then he hit

the rock. He struck it with his staff.

But he should have spoken to it, thereby
demonstrating that even a rock, when you speak to it,
reacts and gives water. And the message is: Why, when
Hashem speaks to you, don’t you listen?

This is how Rashi explains the matter. According
to his approach, we indeed learn from this story a very
important lesson.

Other offer  additional

explanations. The Obr Hachayim presents eleven

Commentators

possible interpretations of the event. Clearly, there
are profound matters here, but we will focus on the
messages that are particularly relevant to us.

One such message emerges from the Rambam’s
explanation.

Written Torah and Oral Torah

The chain of tradition is a key point in the Jewish
outlook. It is an important and sensitive subject.
Judaism’s opponents, both inside and outside, direct
their attacks to this point.

The Torah has two parts. There is the doraisa part,
the “Biblical” part, and there is the d7abbanan part, the
“Rabbinical” part. The strictly “Biblical” mitzvos are
those that are stated expressly in the Chumash, in the
Written Torah. Hashem gave us Chamishah Chumshei
Torah, and it says in them to dwell in a sukkah, to put



on tefillin, to eat matzah on Pesach, and so forth.
However, in addition to that, there is the Oral Torah.
It is what Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave over to Moshe,

but not in written form. It contains the explanation
and the details of all the mizzvos.

This issue of the chain of tradition is not a new one.
It existed way back in early Talmudic times. So we see
from the story of the non-Jew who came to Hillel and
asked Hillel to convert him to Judaism, but requested
to be taught only the Written Torah, not the Oral
Torah, as he did not trust the chain of tradition.

This is a very deep subject. The Oral Torah is
not just a commentary on the Written Torah. The
Talmud constitutes the basis of all the halachos and it
is composed of several parts.

One part is that in which the Sages derive halachos
from the Written Torah by means of the Thirteen
Homiletical Principles, the nw T3 mnaw mmn
1m2. In this part, we find a lot of disagreements. R.
Akiva says like this and R. Yishmael says like that,
R. Meir says such and such and R. Yehudah has a
different view. And there are rules for determining the
Halachab in such cases.

Just how strong is the authority of Chazal? To what
extent may we rely on them? What is the answer to all
of Judaism’s opponents who claim that Chazal acted
on their own accord, that they made up mitzvos such as
reading the Megilah on Purim and lighting Chanukah
candles, the prohibition of muktzeh on Shabbos, and
others? How do we know we can rely absolutely on
what Chazal said?

To sharpen the question: we see that between the
Sages of the Talmud themselves, there were thousands
of disagreements. Almost every daf of Gemara has
at least one machlokes in it. Thus we utilize various
methods to decide the Halachah. Here we say the
Halachah is in accordance with Abaye’s view, and there
we say it accords with his rival, Rava. And so forth.

After the Gemara came the Rishonim: Rashi says
like this, Tosafos say like that, Rabbeinu Tam has
such and such a view, while the Rif takes a different
approach.

Until this day, there is hardly a question in Halachah

that a person won't get different answers to, if he goes

and asks different rabbis about it.

This is one of the main points that our ideological
opponents attack us on. And many faithful Jews are
confused about the matter themselves. It is thus a
crucial subject. so let’s go into it.

The Pure Thing

One of the principles of our faith, as stated in the
Sidduy, is as follows:

wn NNIW anbw KA PNRN X
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believe with perfect faith that the prophecy
of Moshe Rabbeinu, may peace be upon him,
was true, and that he was the chief prophet,
both of those who preceded him and of
those who followed him.

We believe that there is a fundamental difference
between the prophecy of Moshe Rabbeinu and that
of other prophets. This difference is illustrated by the
following allegory.

Lets say a certain rabbi delivers a shiur, a
Torah lesson, and he has two students. Both are
knowledgeable, honest and intelligent. And each
repeats the shiur to someone else. Although they both
heard it from the same rabbi at the same time, and
now attempt to say over the shiur exactly as they heard
it, there will inevitably be differences between their
renderings. This is because each one absorbs what
he heard into himself, into his personality, and from
there he transmits it to others, in his own unique way.

The same applies to prophecy. Chazal say that
no two prophets prophesize in the same style.! Two
prophets that receive the same prophetic message
from Hashem, when they come to transmit it to their
listeners, the message will not be exactly the same.
Each one will transmit it in his own style and with his
own personality.

This is how it worked with all other prophets, but
it was not that way with Moshe Rabbeinu. He did not
have his own style and personality when it came to

1 Sanhedrin 89a.



prophecy. If there would be another Moshe Rabbeinu
in the world, and both of them would prophesize,
the words would be exactly the same. Both of them
would say YR IR DRWA DX DPYXR X712 MWK
and so on with the rest of the Torah. The words of

Moshe’s prophecy had nothing of Moshe’s personality
or understanding in them. It was Hashem’s word in its
purest form.

This is one of the Torah’s basic tenets. Moshe
Rabbeinu transmitted Hashem's Word exactly as it is.
If we would hear those words directly from Hashem’s
mouth, they would sound the same and be the same. It
would be the identical DpHx 872 MWKrII.

The Sin Was Anger

This concept is fundamental to understanding
Moshe’s sin at the rock, according to the approach of
the Rambam, as we will explain.

The Jewish people gathered before Moshe and
complained that they don’thave water, because Miriam
passed away and the miraculous well disappeared. This
was not just a complaint that Miriam is sorely lacking.
It was a claim against Moshe. They came with claims
against Moshe. When Moshe heard this, he got angry,
and said to them: ©1mi1 X3 WnNW — “Listen, now, you
rebellious people!” You are stubborn people, he told
them. He then said on 03% »ox1 71 yHoi i -
“Shall we bring out water for you from this rock?” and
thereupon picked up his staft and struck the rock.

According to Rashi, the sin was hitting the rock
instead of speaking to it. But according to Rambam,
the sin was getting angry.

What was so terrible about that?

Moshe Rabbeinu, as we explained, was like a clear
mirror, XN 819P90K. He had no hue of his own
that colored Hashem’s Word. Everything Moshe
did was reflective of Hashem's Word. He was a pure
expression of Hashem. In other words, if someone
would get up in the morning, and Moshe Rabbeinu
would say good morning to him, it meant that
Hashem Himself, so to speak, is saying to him good
morning. If Moshe would reprove someone, and say,
“I think it’s time that you starting learning with a little

more hasmadah,” it meant that this word of reproval is

coming straight from Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

So when Moshe Rabbeinu got angry, the Jewish
people understood that Hashern is angry. But
Hashem was not actually angry. Hashem does not
get upset when someone asks for water. People need
water. However, the Jewish people understood from
Moshe’s reaction that Hashem is angry with them for
requesting water, and they claimed that they indeed
have the right to ask for water.

This was Moshe’s sin. Everything that Moshe did
reflected Hashem's Word, but here there was a mistake.
It was an exception to the rule. Hashem did not want
the people to think that He is angry with them. That
is a chilul Hashem. It desecrates Hashem’s Name if it
looks like He gets angry at people who ask for water.

Only True Prophets

This brings us to a very important point.

As we explained, everything Moshe Rabbeinu did
purely reflected Hashem’s deeds, but one time he
did something that was not Hashem’ deed, and this
caused a lot of damage.

The question is like this: if, one time, Moshe acted
not in the name of Hashem, how can we know that
the rest of the time it was in the name of Hashen? This
brings us back to the question of how much authority
does the Torah have, since it is ultimately based on
human beings?

A person could argue that he wants to hear
Hashem’s Torah, not a human being’s Torah, but we
received most of the Torah from human beings. We
might try to answer him by saying that these people
were perfected human beings. But then he will reply
that if they are perfect, why do they argue so much?
If each claims that the other is mistaken, perhaps in
truth they both are mistaken?

The answer emerges from the following teaching
of R. Saadia Gaon, who asked like this: A prophet
comes along, such as Yirmeyahu, for instance, and
prophesizes, saying, “So spoke Hashem...” How do we
know that Yirmeyahu is in fact a prophet of Hashem?
Because it was handed down to us by tradition that
he was. Yeshayahu declared that Yirmeyahu was a true
prophet, and Hoshea declared that Yeshayahu was a
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true prophet, and Shmuel declared so about Hoshea.

Thus we have an unbroken chain of testimony that
Yirmeyahu was a true prophet of Hashem. And
Yirmeyahu tells us that Hashem said such and such.

But that just brings us to the niggling question of
whether a true prophet can sometimes speak falsely.
Does his innate nature force him to always say the
truth, like a machine that spits out information, or is
he capable of speaking falsehood?

If we say he can't speak falsehood, then he is a
machine; he is not a human being. Because a human
being, by definition, has free choice to do right or
wrong. Thus, even a prophet is capable of speaking
falsely. If so, how can we know that he spoke the truth?

The Rambam gives us signs by which we can
test whether someone is a true prophet or not?
Nevertheless, as we explained, even such a prophet is
capable of speaking falsely. So how can we be sure that
what he says is the Word of Hashem, if he is capable of
falsehood?

R. Saadia Gaon answered as follows. Past, present
and future are all the same to Hashemn. He knows the
future like He knows the past. And He promised us
that if He knows that this person will speak falsely, He
will not send him to us as a prophet in the first place.
Hashem promised us that He will send us only people
who will speak truthfully.

This explains the whole matter.

When Yeshayahu says things in the name of
Hashem, we don’t believe in his words because he
is the prophet Yeshayahu, but because of Hashems
promise regarding prophets. Hashern commanded
us: YNwN POR — “You shall listen and obey [the
prophet].”® This command is also a promise. Hashem
promises that He will examine the prophets, and if He
sees that they won't tell the truth, He will not allow
them to prophesize in the first place. Those who do

2 Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Yesodei Hatorah ch. 10.
3 Devarim 18:15.
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prophesize will only be the ones who will speak the
Word of Hashem in absolute truth and honesty.

In other words, when Hashem commanded us
to listen to the prophets, this is a promise that the
prophets will be reliable, and when we embrace the
words of the prophets, it is not because we know the
prophets to be godly and infallible. Indeed, they were
tremendously perfected and uplifted human beings.
Nevertheless, we want to receive the Torah from
Hashem. To that end, Hashem promised that the
Torah will be transmitted to us in a true and accurate
manner.

This applies to Moshe Rabbeinu as well. Moshe
wrote in the Torah, in Hashem’s name, that tefillin
need to contain certain specific passages written
on parchment, and he also transmitted to us that
the zefillin need to be black and square. And that a
mezuzah needs to fulfill such and such requirements.
And that the other mitzvos need to be done according
their specific halachos as stated.

Is Moshe Rabbeinu capable of speaking falschood?
Definitely. Because if not, he is not a human being,
but a machine. So how can we know that he spoke the
truth? Because Hashem promised us, 108 2 DN
02wY — “They will believe also in you, [Moshe,]
forever.”* Hashem declared that we may trust Moshe
Rabbeinu like we trust Hashem, because everything
Moshe Rabbeinu will say is 100% correct.

Once in history, it happened that Moshe Rabbeinu
acted like a human being when transmitting Hashem’s
Torah. Moshe got angry, like a human being, and this
anger did not accurately reflect the word of Hashem.

As a result, Moshe forfeited his role as the leader of
the Jewish people. It was decreed that he will not bring
the people into Ererz Yisrael.

This was Moshe’s sin at the rock, according to the

Rambam’s approach. e

4 Shemos 19:9.
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