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One Tongue Instead of Another

It was the turn of the 11th century and Spain was ruled by the Moslems. There lived in the city of Cordova
a great tzaddik by the name of Rav Shmuel HaNagid. Rav Shmuel was an advisor to the king, who honored
him greatly. There were many among the nobles who were very jealous that the king appointed a Jew to
such a high post as an advisor, and kept trying to remove him from the king's favor. Many unkind and false
things were said about Rav Shmuel, but the king paid no attention to the angry nobles. Rav Shmuel gained
even more respect and honor from the king by using wisdom and kindness to everyone, even those who
did not like him.

Near the palace a citizen owned a store. He hated Rav Shmuel with a consuming passion. Whenever he
saw Rav Shmuel passing the store on his way to the palace, he insulted the Rav, who always ignored him.
Rav Shmuel had enough power to have this rude storekeeper punished, but he also realized that other
Jewish people might suffer as a result of this action.

When the storeowner saw Rav Shmuel do nothing to punish him, his insults grew worse. One day the king
went with his respected advisor on a tour of the city. As they were walking along, the shopkeeper stormed
out and let forth with a series of curses at Rav Shmuel. Rav Shmuel paid no attention to the nasty language
and continued talking with the king. The king, on the other hand, was furious at the extremely bad
manners of this man. He ordered Rav Shmuel to have the palace guards cut out the man's tongue.

R' Shmuel heard the king's orders and knew at once what to do. He asked many people and other
merchants about the man, for he wished to know why he was so abusive and angry. Rav Shmuel learned
that the merchant was very poor. He showered the merchant with many gifts and treated him and his
family with the greatest courtesy and kindness.

Remarkably, this kindness finally succeeded. The hostility soon turned to love for Rav Shmuel.

Not long afterwards, the king and Rav Shmuel were walking together along the shopkeeper's street. A
most unusual thing happened right before the king's eyes. The shopkeeper rushed out of the doorway of
his shop and began shouting at the Jewish advisor to the king. Instead of cursing R' Shmuel, he praised
him and asked the blessing of his G-d upon him. The merchant ran up to Rav Shmuel fell to his knees and
said: "To my master and lord, my support and comfort, may G-d prolong your life and make permanent
your high rank and lofty position. May He crush those who envy you and not withhold from you success.
May He let you succeed in obeying Him and obtaining His favor. May He unite us in happiness and relieve
my grief through your presence."

The king could hardly believe his ears. He turned in astonishment to Rav Shmuel and asked: "Is this the
same man who insulted you the last time we passed by here? Didn't | order you to have his wicked tongue
cut out?"
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Rav Shmuel answered: "This is the same man, your Majesty, and your order has been carried out to the
letter. His wicked tongue, which was once full of curses, oaths, insults and hatred, | have cut out. In its
place | have made possible another tongue which utters blessings and good wishes."

The Law and Beyond

Once a prominent rebbetzin came to Rav Sholom Eisen with a shailah about a possible treifa in her chicken.
This rebbetzin was an almanah as her husband had passed away a number of years earlier, and she was
very poor and had little to live on. The Rav's children had seen their father pasken on many similar
situations, and thus they were very surprised when they heard him say "This is a very difficult shailah. |
am going to have to think about this. Please leave the chicken here and come back in an hour".

Rav Eisen's children began to wonder, what could possibly have been so difficult for their father, who had
seen hundreds of such cases before? The woman left, and once she was out of the house, Rav Eisen called
his wife into the room. "The rebbetzin was just here with a chicken" he began "and there is no doubt in
my mind that the chicken is treif. While | answer the other people who are waiting outside, please take
this chicken to the butcher and get another one the exact same size as this one. As soon as you can."

When Rav Eisen's wife returned, he cut the new chicken in the exact manner as the first one had been cut,
and then waited for the rebbetzin to return. When she came back, Rav Eisen told her "Here is your chicken.
You may take it home and cook it." To be sure she wouldn't use the present decision to decide a similar
matter in the future, he added "It is a good thing you didn't try to decide this shailah on your own. If a
similar shailah happens another time please be sure to bring it to me for a decision."

Yaakov is Exempt

Rav Yitzchok Elchonon Spector had a beloved talmid, Yaakov, who was in danger of being enlisted into the
Russian army. This would mean almost certain death; if not a physical death, then certainly a spiritual one.
Being shomer Torah umitzvos was almost impossible in the Russian army. Many boys would apply for an
exemption, as did Yaakov. Reb Yitzchok Elchonon waited impatiently to hear the news of his army status.
One afternoon, he was in the middle of a serious din Torah together with Rav Elya Baruch Kamai and
another dayan. Suddenly, the door opened and a boy stuck his head into the room. "Rebbe, we just got
the news! Yaakov is exempt!" R' Yitzchok Elchonon breathed a huge sigh of relief and said with a huge
smile, "May Hashem bentch you for bringing me this wonderful news! Thank you so much for telling me!
May you have long years and good health!" The boy left smiling, glad that he had made his Rebbe happy.

A few minutes later, a second bochur opened the door. Not realizing that his rebbe already knew the news,
he announced with joy, "Rebbe, we just found out that Yaakov is exempt!" R' Yitzchok Elchonon said with
just as much enthusiasm as before, "How wonderful! Thank you so much for telling me! May Hashem

bentch you with many healthy years!
happy.

This boy also left smiling with joy that he had made his rebbe so
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A few minutes later, a third boy entered and said, "Rebbe, did you hear? Yaakov is exempt!" And for a third
time, R' Yitzchok Elchonon smiled broadly, thanked and bentched the boy for bringing him the wonderful
news.

This repeated itself six times! Each time, the boy was not aware that their rebbe already knew the news,
and each time they left feeling as they were the first one to tell R' Yitzchok Elchonon the good news.

When R' Elya Baruch would tell this story, he would sigh, "Where can we find another with such ahavas
Yisrael?”

Collecting Tzedakah

The Satmar Rebbe, Rav Yoel Teitelbaum, zt”/, had a beautiful minhag in his bais medrash. After shacharis
every Sunday morning, the Rebbe would select three men and assign them the special mitzvah of
approaching all the people in shul to ask them for tzedakah money. In addition, he requested that these
men spend the entire week raising money for poor people. At the end of the week, the men would bring
the money that they had collected to the Rebbe, who in turn would distribute it to needy individuals and
families.

One Sunday morning, the Rebbe approached his chassid R’ Yisrael Zupnick, and asked him to be one of
the men to collect tzedakah money that week. R’ Yisrael was mortified. He was a wealthy man who had
always given much tzedakah, and he felt embarrassed asking others for money, even though he knew it
was not for himself. He just couldn’t see himself doing this particular mitzvah that the Rebbe was asking
of him.

R’ Yisrael thought of a plan. He approached the Rebbe and said, “Rebbe, please forgive me. You know |
would do anything that you ask of me, but | just can’t go around asking people for money. Please tell me
how much money is collected each week, and | will happily write a check for that amount, which can then
be given to the needy.”

The Rebbe answered, “R’ Yisrael, | appreciate your wonderful offer, but | would still ask that you go around
collecting tzedakah this week.” “Rebbe,” R’ Yisrael persisted, “I am more than happy to simply write a
check for even more than the amount that is generally collected.” The Rebbe smiled and said “I knew when
| asked you that this mitzvah would not be something easy for you to do. | am insisting that you go around,
and | will tell you why. After you spend this week collecting tzedakah, the next time a poor person comes
to you to ask for your help, you will look at him differently. It will be easier for you to feel his pain and to
understand how difficult it is for him to approach people for money.”

That day, R’ Yisrael gained a new awareness. The Rebbe didn’t just want his personal money, but rather he
wanted to teach him a lifelong lesson in sensitivity towards the person asking for tzedakah. It's more than
just giving money that counts; it’s how you make the recipient feel.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed
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1. Which 'n ow is hinted to 65 times in this week’s nw19??
2. What in this week’s nw19 has a connection to N2 qvy Nyavw? 2

3. On which occasion, nav 7159, do we lain the naw »20m for PvaN? 3

4. How did the destruction of 070 indirectly cause ony9 to get the Nn»nno?
5. Which of the apy> )2 had the most descendants in this week’s nw9?

6. What connection does this week’s nv19 have with the fourth day of
creation?

7. Whose future position was announced in this week’s nv9?
a. List two places where his position was previously hinted in the n7n.*

8. Normally, we are seven,
However, for seven days of the year we are fourteen,
We are mentioned in this weeks nwn9a.
Who are we?

9. The one before me is doubled,
The one after me is doubled,
but | am not doubled.
However, this is only so in XD NN,
The reason for this difference
can be traced back to the 2y0 0y of myawv.
Who am I?

Need a Hint?

1 When counting Y8 993

2 One of the five tragedies is connected to the nv19
3 The occasion is mentioned in this week’s nw19

4 0Once in nbwa and once in TnYyNa
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7. The families of bxv» 555 were called 11599950 930N, v explains that 'n put his
name at the beginning and end to give M1y on their .

2. The 1nn - from wna 9wy nyaw and on, the NN was no longer brought.

3. On naw vnn uxI we lain 02w7N >wxI2) for 10an however Naw 72155 we start two
D109 earlier from nawn oy,

4. 1) If oy1o hadn’t been destroyed, then axw wouldn’t have been born.

2) If anm wouldn’t have been born then oy>a wouldn’t have been hired.

3) If oyba wouldn’t have been hired then he would never had advised the o711 to be
M with the Yidden.

4) If they wouldn’t have been My then on»9s would not have killed » 3.

5. 9o —nwim o»Max combined was 85,200 people while N1 is only76,500. (Note: This
is a new development. By the counting in 921n2 nv19 — NN had more descendants
than nwim o»ox combined.)

6. On vwTN wXAI it says 'NY NRVN. The w1 explains that 'n says “bring a y29p for me
because | minimized the ma5.”

7. ywvin

a. (YA yUim MINA DWW - T, Nova
(1w 1Y) DNYD NWN MTNR NN - NI, N> TNOYNI

8. Normally, we are seven, - by the 9o of D20 DY
However, for seven days of the year we are fourteen, -on m>o
We are mentioned in this weeks nwn9.

Who are we? - Dvad
9. Next week.....
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For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
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onXv — avd 'NNO
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

The Torah stresses that when Pinchas saw Zimri take a woman from Midian, he, “GOT UP” to go get a
spear.! What halacha do we learn from this extra phrase?

Pinchas was sitting among the Sanhedrin, judging those who had worshiped Baal Pe’or, and had to get up and
LEAVE go get a spear, because you can’t bring a weapon into the beis medrash?, unless necessary for security
reasons”.

With which mitzvah do we show our appreciation to Pinchas for saving Bnei Yisrael?

Every time we slaughter a kosher species of beheima, we give a kohein certain parts of it. We give him a part
of the animal’s “hand” (front leg), recalling that Pinchas took a spear in his hand; we give him a part of the
animal’s mouth, recalling that Pinchas davened for Bnei Yisrael; we give him the animal’s stomach, recalling

that Pinchas’s spear entered Kozbi’s stomach.*

Name 2 places in Parshas Pinchas where the Sefer Torah has an unusual “break” in the middle of
something.
e The letter “” in, “ni?w 'mma nx,” is intentionally “cut in half,” with a thin, horizontal line breaking its
stem.®
When introducing the counting of Bnei Yisrael, the pasuk begins, “noann mnx 1,

It occurred after the

plague,” at which point a pesucha — a large gap of blank space — is inserted MID-SENTENCE, which
spans until the end of that line, with the pasuk resuming on the next line.’

Hashem rewarded Pinchas by making him a kohein. Wasn’t he already the grandson of Aharon
HaKohein, and thus a kohein as well?

Aharon and his sons became Kohanim, and their FUTURE descendants would be born into this status. Their
descendants who were already alive at that time, such as Pinchas, were not given this status. Later, Hashem
gave this status to Pinchas independently.®

How can your fingers prevent you from being negatively influenced by people around you?

The family of “Etzbon,” from Shevet Gad, is called by the name “Ozni” in Parshas Pinchas.® Previously, while
camping near Korach’s followers from Shevet Reuvein, and next to the evil Zimri from Shevet Shimon, this
family placed their “etzbaos” (fingers) in their ears to avoid hearing the negative speech of their neighbors
(which is why Hashem made fingers pointy*°), earning them the name “Etzbon.” Now that those reshaim had
died, this family could finally open their “oznayim” (ears) to listen to positive speech, earning them the new
name “Ozni.”™**
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Name 2 people mentioned in Parshas Pinchas who went up to Shamayim alive.
e Chazal say that Pinchas was the same person as Eliyahu HaNavi*?, who went up to Shamayim alive™.
e Serach bas Asher went up to Shamayim alive, in reward for telling Yaakov that Yosef was still alive.'*

How were Moshe and the B’nos Tzlafchad related?
They were 3" cousins 3 times removed: Moshe was the same generation as their great-grandfather, who were
both 4 generations after Yaakov Avinu.™

How many women are mentioned in Parshas Pinchas who received a portion in Eretz Yisrael?
e B’nos Tzlafchad®
e Serach was Asher’s stepdaughter, born to Asher’s wife in her previous marriage'’. Serach had no
biological brothers, and inherited her father’s portion.*®

To whom did Moshe give semicha?
e Yehoshua®
e The 70 Zekeinim?

The semicha that Moshe gave to Yehoshua and the Zekeinim was passed down for many generations,
but was eventually discontinued. The Rambam writes that if all of the chachamim in Eretz Yisrael agree
to appoint certain people as dayanim and to confer upon them this original type of semicha, they could
“restart” the semicha-chain.?! Bring a support to his opinion, from the words of shemoneh esrei.
Hashem promises, “niiwx12ad Jrooiw na'wxi...,” “l will return the Sanhedrin”®? which we echo in our request,
“MIUNT1D nusiv na'wn.” Since members of the Sanhedrin must bear the original type of semicha, it must be
possible for it to be restarted. This will undoubtedly occur in the days preceding Mashiach’s arrival, when
Hashengvill guide us to have an increased desire for closeness to Him and His Torah, and grant us increased
wisdom.

JUST CURIOUS

Pinchas walked through the “neighborhood” of Shevet Shimon, holding a spear, on his way to kill their
nasi. Why didn’t anyone stop him?
He removed the pointy tip, hid it in his clothes, and pretended he was carrying a walking stick.?*

After Midian caused Bnei Yisrael to do aveiros, Hashem told Moshe to attack them, and destroy their
trees.”” Doesn’t that violate the prohibition of bal tashchis?®? Wouldn’t it be a greater revenge to TAKE
their property and use it, instead of wasting it?

These acts of destruction would arouse in Bnei Yisrael emotional hatred towards Midian for making them do
aveiro;, which was the only way to replace our prior emotional attachment to avodah zara and the women of
Moav.
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When the Sanhedrin existed, how did one give someone semicha?

Someone with semicha would call the person “Rebbe,” and give him permission to rule regarding even dinei
k’nasos (set penalties which are not directly related to the cost of inflicted damage). Although Moshe was told
to place his hands on Yehoshua’s head when giving him semicha?, this was not necessary in later
generations.?

On every yom tov, we lain the pesukim which describe that day’s korban mussaf as the maftir. Why
don’t we do this every Shabbos, and lain the pesukim which describe the korban mussaf of
Shabbos*’?
The description of the korban mussaf of Shabbos spans only 2 pesukim. We never lain 2 pesukim
alone®', and we can’t add the surrounding pesukim because they are not relevant to Shabbos.
If we did, we would have to lain a haftarah related to Shabbos every week, since the haftarah must be
connected to the maftir.
It is only regarding korbanos which bring kaparah, such as those of yom tov, which we lain as matftir, in
order to achieve their kaparah; the korbanos of Shabbos are not brought for kaparah.*?
Regarding the korbanos of yom tov, it says, “DTvina pnx Ixagn WK 'n Twin n7x,”* indicating that we
should “read” about them from the Sefer Torah, but Shabbos isn’t called a “moed.”**

IN YOUR OPINION

Name a time when you exercised the middah of gevurah, doing the right thing even though it was
uncomfortable or awkward. What were the results? (You may need to avoid names.)

The Torah stresses that Pinchas’s decision to stand up for Hashem involved overcoming the discomfort of
killing an important nasi and the daughter of a powerful leader of Midian, aware that the tens of thousands of
members of Shevet Shimon would possibly hate him afterwards.* This ability to overcome fear saved the
entire Bnei Yisrael, and is a middah that we should work on.®

Describe a time when you saw someone being very careful regarding the property or money of
someone else.

In Parshas Behaaloscha, when those who were t'mei meis wanted to bring the Korban Pesach, they simply
approached Moshe and Aharon, inquiring regarding the halacha®’, because they were the only ones who
would be affected. However, when the B’nos Tzlafchad asked for a portion in Eretz Yisrael, they convened a
session with Moshe, Elazar, the nesiim, and representatives of the tzibbur, because their request for an
ancestoral plot had financial ramifications for others.*®

What qualities would you look for in the leader who would take over after Moshe?

Moshe asked Hashem to appoint someone who would understand everyone, selflessly lead them in battle, and
protect them with his zechuyos.** Hashem responded, “Take Yehoshua, who, despite UNDERSTANDING
everyone’s individual ruach, is fully dedicated to only ONE “ruach” — that of the Torah — and will not be
influenced to stray from it at all.”*
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Shabbos ‘”5“"3“0”‘“ Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity
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Recap: Van Schlass, a man who everyone believed was a kishuf macher, burned down a Yiddishe home intending to kill everyone inside. A
neighbor’s daughter, Shprintza Rosenfeld, saw him doing it, saved the family, and testified against him in court. That night she claimed that she
heard tapping on her window and someone calling her name. The next morning, she was gone! The ticket man at the train station said that she
had bought a ticket, and went to Warsaw. A hundred members of the kehila, accompanied Shprintza’s parents, went to Warsaw to search for her.

The hundred people who accompanied Boruch and Nechama Rosenfeld to Warsaw spread out in the Jewish areas of the city.! They
questioned anyone they saw if they had seen a girl who looked like Shprintza, but no one had. Boruch and the rest of the members of
the search party went into the Gerer shteibel to daven mincha. Right away they were offered food and a place to stay at night, and they
were told that the local Gerer chasidim would do whatever they could to try to find her. Boruch Rosenfeld davened a slow mincha. By the
N2 of 7iTa 19iva vizn, when he came to the N1 of 7x ! iny '0Ta yapn nwin nnx 3112 he broke into wild sobs, and he cried
his heart out. When he finally stepped out of nqwiy njinv, he felt a hand on his shoulder. He looked to see who it was, and he noticed
a tall, smiling Gerer chasid, whom he had never seen before. “Allow me to introduce myself, HaRav Rosenfeld,” the man said, “my name
is Nachum. Can | have a couple words with you in private?” He led Boruch to a quiet corner, and Boruch told him the entire story that
brought him and his friends to Warsaw. Seeing how shaken up Boruch was, Reb Nachum assured him that everyone was being taken
care of, and that Boruch should please go to his house and rest, “You are all shaken up, and you need some rest. Tomorrow you will rest
the entire day.” Boruch shook his head, “No! I have no time to rest. | have to search the entire Warsaw! | can leave no stone unturned...”
Reb Nachum interrupted him, “Enough. Enough! | don't like to interrupt people. You don’t know where to look in Warsaw, and you don't
know what to check out! | will take over this investigation, | have connections with almost everyone in Warsaw.” Mr. Rosenfeld gratefully,
allowed himself to take Reb Nachum up on his offer. He headed over to Reb Nachum’s house where he ate supper, and went to sleep.

Reb Nachum’s first stop was the train station. A cash donation to the ticket man’s pocket persuaded him to let Olak, the night watchman,
know that his friend Nachum was there to see him. Over the years, Olak and Reb Nachum had many interesting business arrangements
for niay 'py. Olak had enjoyed much time in the bar with the proceeds from those arrangements, so when he heard that Reb Nachum
was there, he dragged himself from where he was hiding to talk to him. “Hey, Nachum!” Olak yelled, “What’s with you!? I'm very busy a
whole night watching this train station! When is a person supposed to sleep over here?” Reb Nachum looked at him squarely. “Olak, this
is very, very important! Listen to me. This morning did you notice anything strange on the early trains?” Olak wasn't really interested in
remembering anything, but when Reb Nachum finally got him to focus, he said, “Come to think of it, there was a girl who came out of the
train, she seemed very calm, she looked like a Jewish girl - really strange! She asked me where the monastery is.” “Did you tell her?”
Reb Nachum prompted him. “Of course, once she asked, | told her how to get there.” Reb Nachum thanked him for the information, but
Olak didn’t go away. He wanted money, and he started grumbling, “Thank you. Thank you. Words are nice but...” Reb Nachum handed
him some cash. It wasn’t that much. Ten zlotys. Olak knew that Reb Nachum was carrying a lot more than that, and he kindly offered to
relive him of it. After all, zlotys can be heavy. “Olak!” Reb Nachum said firmly, “do you have a friend who is a watchman near the
monastery?” “Yes.” Olak replied. Reb Nachum continued, “Can you take me to him?” Olak was hesitant, he didn’t want to get into trouble
with the church, but Reb Nachum reminded him about the zlotys that he was carrying which were very heavy. He was convinced. He
traveled with Reb Nachum to the monastery, and introduced him to his friend Javorska. Reb Nachum had a talk with Javorska. The
information Reb Nachum wanted to know was top-secret, but for the right price Javorska agreed to let his tongue accidentally slip.
Javorska said that it really was strange, but a Jewish girl had come knocking on the door begging to be allowed in. Reb Nachum wanted
to see her, but that much Javorska wouldn’t do. It seemed pretty certain that Shprintza was there. It was a terrible situation. The church
retained custody over the children in the monastery. Jewish children had sometimes been kidnapped and brought there, and they didn't
come out as Jews. At this point, it seemed to Reb Nachum that there wasn’'t much more he could do. This seemed like a ruchniyusdikka
type of thing. That night he was planning on traveling from Warsaw to Ger to see his Rebbe the nnx now.2 He would invite the
Rosenfelds to come with him. Normally it took months to get in to the Rebbe, but Reb Nachum had his connections, and the Rebbe would
make exceptions for emergencies. The Rosenfelds were not Gerer chasidim, but that meant nothing to the Rebbe. The Sfas Emes had
an unbelievable amount of 2x7w* nanx.

When they arrived in Ger, Mrs. Rosenfeld noticed a hole in the Rebbe’s back yard. Reb Nachum explained to her that when the
government started sending Jewish boys to the front, the Rebbe dug a trench in his back yard, and every night he slept in that trench. In
the morning his bekeshe was soaked in tears. The Rebbe said, “How can | sleep in a bed when Yiddishe children are in danger!” Reb
Nachum went in to the Rebbe, and told him the entire story. When he came out, he said that what the Rebbe said was quite shocking.
“The Rebbe said that somehow, we have to make sure that you can get in and see your daughter, but | have never ever heard of a Yid

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Dial-A-Shiur Tales of Tzadikim, Shiur #139
2Rav Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter of Ger was known as the ninx now. He was the grandson, and successor of the 0" 'wiT'n, Rav Yitzchak Meir
Alter, and the father of the nnx mnx, Rav Avraham Mordechai. The nnx now was 1991 in the year n"on (1905)

1]A Life of Truth



getting into that monastery to visit someone.” Mrs. Rosenfeld was the one with the 11, “If the Rebbe told you to do it, it must be
possible!” Reb Nachum, appreciating her n'm)n namky, declared, “You are right! We will just have to try.”

Right away, they started seeing n*v19 nnawn. Olak’s post was transferred from the train station to the monastery. Reb Nachum knew
that everyone in the monastery went for walks in the garden. He also knew of a place where it would be possible for Shprintza’s parents
to stand and see Shprintza through the fence as she walked by. Reb Nachum convinced Olak to find out when Shprintza regularly went
for a walk in the garden, and to let him know. That night, Reb Nachum knocked at his guests’ door, “I've just gotten word. She goes for
a walk in the middle of the night. Please come quickly!” They joined Reb Nachum on his wagon, and Reb Nachum quickly rode over to
the monastery. When they got there, Reb Nachum lit a torch, and they made their way to the place where they could stand and watch.
“Okay, here it is. Suddenly, Mrs. Rosenfeld exclaimed, “I see her!! | see her!!” They had to be careful not to be loud, so they wouldn’t
alert the guards. Mr. Rosenfeld called his daughter. “Shprintza! Shprintza!” Shprintza turned around and stared at them. “Shprintza, it's
me, your father. Come talk to us.” Shprintza just stared at them blankly, and said, “Who are you? What do you want from me?” “Shaifeleh,”
Mrs. Rosenfeld said endearingly, “what happened?” Shprintza just stared without a drop of emotion on her face. She turned around, and
walked away. It was so painful. “Oh no,” Mrs. Rosenfeld cried, “this is worse than not finding her!” “Nechama,” her husband said, “we
didn't find her. Maybe we found her physically, but she didn’t know who we were!” Reb Nachum empathized with them, and led them
quietly back to his wagon.

The Rosenfelds repeated this with Reb Nachum every night for a week. Nechama Rosenfeld tried watching Shprintza to figure out where
her room was in the monastery. Finally, they felt they couldn’t continue. They didn’t seem to be accomplishing anything. They asked Reb
Nachum to find out from his Rebbe what the next step was. Reb Nachum told them, “It is difficult to go in to my Rebbe now, but | learned
from my Rebbe that for different situations, there are different o'j7*¥ who hold the key for the ny1ei'. Perhaps you should travel to the
Suchaczever, the Avnai Nezer.® What do you say, Reb Boruch?” Reb Boruch wasn’t up to it. The whole episode was making him sick.
His wife Nechama emphatically declared, “Then, | will travel to Sochaczev. | will do anything to get Shprintza back.” Reb Nachum made
the travel arrangements for her. Boruch Rosenfeld headed home to care for his other children, and Mrs. Rosenfeld made the difficult
journey to Sochaczev. When she arrived, she headed straight to the Rebbe, but she was disappointed. The gabbai told her that the
Rebbe didn’t see women. She begged and begged, but the gabbai wasn't helpful. Then Mrs. Rosenfeld saw the Rebbetzin going into the
house. She ran over to her and cried her heart out about the desperate situation she was in, and how the gabbai wouldn't let her into the
Rebbe. The Rebbetzin exclaimed, “Chas Vi'Shalom! The Rebbe will help anyone who comes. He doesn'’t take woman generally, but you
can convey your problem. The Rebbe will give his advice — and if it is an emergency, it is different.” The Rebbetzin quickly asked the
Rebbe if it was okay, and brought Mrs. Rosenfeld in. Nechama Rosenfeld told the Rebbe her story. The 172 '12x commented that it was
clearly because of the n72 from the nnx now that they were able to see Shprintza. He had never heard of anyone seeing someone
in that monastery. Then, the Avnai Nezer said, “Rebbitzen, let me think now for a couple of moments.”

The Avnai Nezer closed his eyes, and it almost seemed like he was in a deep trance. Finally, the Rebbe looked like he was out of the
trance, and he was ready to speak to them. The Rebbe declared, “a n> of q4u'a. Yes. That was the tapping on the window. Gevalt!
Gevalt!” Then he stood up and began pacing back and forth very, very quickly. Mit kishuf villin zey gaiyn. They want to go with q1i'!
Very welll We have an answer. nMnx in 10 412 wiTn is stronger than any 94ei'a in the world!” Then, addressing Shprintza’s
mother, he asked. “Who was your father!? Tell me! | must know right away.” Nechama Rosenfeld was so startled by the question that
she was speechless. The Avnai Nezer's Rebbitzen coaxed her on, “please, please, answer the Rebbe!” “M-my father?” Nechama
Rosenfeld stammered. “His name was Berish. Berish Eigenfeld, from the town of Susnitzach.” “Ich ken em nisht,” the Rebbe said. “I don’t
know him!” Nechama Rosenfeld shrugged. She looked at the Rebbitzen as if to say, what should | do if the Rebbe doesn’t know him?
The Rebbitzen just said, “Don’t worry, just answer the questions.” The Rebbe continued. “Who was your grandfather!?” “My grandfather
was a chosheva Yid. He was a rav in a small town. His name was Reb Zelig Socolover.” The Rebbe exclaimed, “Reb Zelig Socolover! A
choshivah yid! A tayerah Yid! n%7iy 2¢ ihian, Reb Zelig's einekel, should fall under the power of qiwi'a!? How much emuna in the
Rebono Shel Olam did Reb Zelig have during his life!! nynx in the Rebono Shel Olam is stronger than any kind of qie'a!” Then the
Rebbe asked, “who was Reb Zelig's father? Remind me again!” Nechama Rosenfeld answered, “Reb Zelig's father was the Rav of
Bershkavitz. He was also considered a very big non Tnn. His name was Reb Menachem Moshe.” The Rebbe got excited, “Reb
Menachem Moshe! Yes, of course! | know him. Ah tayerah Yid! n1arnxn 12 nramxn |*1'X who gave over emuna to their children! No!
The koach of kishuf can have no power on them! Nothing whatsoever! This cannot go on!” The Avnai Nezer looked around the room.
There was a glass of tea, and next to the tea was a plate with a few cubes of sugar. The Avnai Nezer picked up one cube of sugar and
placed it on the far end of the table. He instructed Shprintza’a mother, “Go quickly and take the sugar and put it down if front of Shprintza’s
window. You will see, the nini> of nynx of your fathers will overpower the ninid of qiwia! If a T'x believes iTa'7n Tiv ' then there
is no n of quwi'a.” Mrs. Rosenfeld was a little bit confused, but the Rebbitzen urged her, “You heard the Rebbe. Don't ask questions.
Take the piece of sugar, run to the monastery, and put it down in front of Shprintza. Run! Don’t waste time! Just go!”

To be continued nwin NTYA...

With proper naimy we can power through any issue! Working on our own niny and passing it down to our children is a great n1o7 for
us and all our future niniT.

3 Rabbi Avraham Bornstein, the Rebbe of Sochaczev, Poland was known as the 113 12K, after his 190 n"1w. He was the son-in-law of the Kotzker
Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Morgenstern. His vy N' is X"vn 21T K™ (1911). His son was the 7ximein oy, v™'1 n3127 D'z T 101
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Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

72 nvls

Week #425 Hi Ch.@§ Shabb@s
nitiative —

Is it permissible to trade cards or similar items?

PR——

[t is not permissible to trade if the traded items are kept permanently.

—

Is a child permitted to play with “Lego”, “Clicks”, or “Tinker Toys"?

Many Poskim permit playing with these toys. Children under the age of nine may
rely on this opinion.

Is it permissible to play with “Play-Doh” or “Silly Putty”?

—

“Play-Doh” or “Silly Putty” may not be used.

Is it permissible to play games such as kugelach or marbles?

One may not play games such as kugelach or marbles on the ground even on a
paved surface.! However, one may play such games on a table.

Is it permissible to play “Monopoly”?

According to many Poskim, one is permitted to play “Monopoly” on Shabbos.
Children may certainly rely on this opinion. However, when the game is being put
away, care must be taken not to sort the various types of game pieces and bills
when returning them to the game box.

T, .. P ———————————

AN Is it permissible to play “Scrabble” or “Boggle”?

It is not permissible to play “Scrabble” or “Boggle”. Although placing the letters on
! .- the board is not considered writing since the letters are not attached to a base,
nonetheless, since these games are played during the week with writing, one may
not play them on Shabbos.

- ———— ey

1 Chazal were concerned that playing on the ground will cause one to fill holes to enable a smoother
playing surface, thereby transgressing the Melocha of Choresh.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS IN
HILCHOS SHABBOS FOR THIEE ENTIRE FAMILY

1INTNFT Y'INN ™V V1 - 27V 17N AT 1A

WEEK 41

2" Q"N X"D-N"IW V"Y'V
The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

Someone in my family sometimes needs to take MiralLax; a type of laxative. Can they take it on naw?

QUESTION 2

Can | take my regular vitamins on Naw?

QUESTION 3

After a heavy meal, | need an antacid like Tums. Can | take it on NaW? Does it help if | take it before
the meal?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

I'll be hosting a lot of company for Naw, and | wrote myself a menu for the NITIVD. Can | read it on
naw?

Answer: 1"-1"WU 1NV |N7W writes that one may not read from a menu or guest list on N2W. The mMwn
"N NN explains that we are concerned one will change his or her mind about the menu, which
will cause him to cross something off the list. However, this is limited to someone who is a
decision-maker about what is being served by the meals. Children, or in many houses even the
male adults, have no say on what is being served. They therefore can read the menu for others that
need to know what it says. Additionally, there are D'P0I9 who are lenient if one puts the menu into
a bag that is taped-shut (making it difficult to open), and write on it a reminder that one shouldn’t
erase on NAW. This is based on a N7 N"T N"Y N27N IX'2 who writes a similar solution to resolve the
wwn of one adjusting a candle when reading to it's light. He allows one to put it in a locked-up area
and put a reminder on the area. Possibly it can also be done here.

There is another problem with reading a menu. 7"1N were afraid if one reads a menu he will come
to read business materials. This MI0O'N is waived for a NIXN. Someone making a meal for 210 DI, or a
meal for a NNNW is considered a NIXn regarding this wwn, while the 0'poId debate if a regular NTIVO
NavY is called a nixn for this.

Therefore, on 110 DOI' or for a NNNW one can have a child read a menu, or if necessary, put it in a
taped-up bag for themselves to read. For a regular N2W one can rely on this if there is a need.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

I'm making a NI>12 yaw Naw and | want to seat people using place cards. Is there a problem using
them?

Answer: Regarding place cards that just have a name written on them, there is no reason to be
worried about being erased, as one would just throw it out if they are not going to be used. Since it
is for a NI>12 Yaw Naw there is also no problem of leading to reading business material, as it is a nixn.
If there is also a table number on the card, it should not be read by the people in charge of the
meal, since they may come to change the table number.

QUESTION 3

I'm on a strict diet, and | have to read the Nutrition Facts label before eating specific foods. Is that
allowed on naw?

Answer: While one’s reading material is limited on Niw so he shouldn't come to read business
material, reading for one’s health is allowed. Therefore, any health-related material can be read.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST

SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Undercover
Part VI

Recap: Nosson, a yeshiva bachur,
helped the old shochet Reb Lemel every
day, and couldn’t help but wonder about
certain  mysterious behaviors he
witnessed. Before Reb Lemel passed
away, he discovered that his old mentor
was a lamed-vavnik who led a group of
hidden mekubalim. After much effort,
Nosson was admitted into this exclusive

group and sent on a difficult mission to
save the Jewish community of Vasserov.

He strode into the bar and ordered
another drink, searching the dim room
for the faces he’d befriended over the
course of his stay in the city. Sure
enough, the group of teens were sitting
together, laughing uproariously at a
joke. They looked up as Nosson
approached the table and waved him
over.

“Hey,” Nosson said, sliding into a seat
near them, hiding the revulsion he felt
for the crude young men.

“Hey,” they responded, turning the
conversation to include him. Ever since
the newcomer had joined their social
circle, he’d supplied them with a steady
stream of drinks on the house and
generously sponsored all their activities.
It didn’t bother them that he spoke little
and didn’t share the same sense of
humor. If he wanted to tag along and pay
for their fun, who were they to complain.

As the group ordered another round of
drinks on Nosson’s tab, he managed to
turn the subject back to the mayor’s
murdered son. These teenagers ran in
the same circles as the mayor’s son, and
they’d all been present at the fateful



party where he’d breathed his last. With
the alcohol fizzing their blood and
blurring their senses, they finally leaked
to Nosson the identity of the true
murderer.

“They jailed that Jewish rabbi, as if the
rabbi’s son would have been invited to
the party,” a tall, lanky teenager drawled
drunkenly. “Ha, can you imagine that?
The rabbi’s son at the party? Ha ha!”

His friend, just as tall but with muscles
twice the size, slammed his half-full
glass onto the tabletop. Liquid sloshed
over the sides, but he didn’t seem to
notice. “And our very own Johann, with
his despicable manners, who doesn’t
know how to let anyone else share the
spotlight, is still walking free despite
having murdered that poor boy!”

Nosson leaned forward. “Johann got
away scot-free? After Kkilling the
mayor’s son?”

“Johann i1s a murderer! Johann is a
murderer! Isn’t that right, Albert?”
another teen slurred gleefully.

“Who cares? Johann always gets away
with everything,” the youth called
Albert spat in distaste.

Someone changed the subject and
Nosson tuned them out, allowing their
drunken words to fly over his head as his
mind churned. After a few moments, he
stood up and bid his ‘friends’ farewell,
but not before they made plans to meet
up the next day for horseback riding.

With a cursory look around to ascertain
that no one was following him, Nosson
went back to the Jewish part of the city
and joined the fervent tefillos in shul. He
had set his plan into motion, and now he
needed Divine assistance to ensure its
success.

The following day, Nosson met up with
his new gentile ‘friends’ for what was
supposed to be a pleasurable hour of
horseback riding. For Nosson, there was
nothing enjoyable about an outing with
the gentile teenagers, but for once, they
were not drunk, and it was the perfect
opportunity to move his plan to the next
stage.

He sidled up next to Albert as their
horses trotted leisurely across the field.
“Albert, would you be willing to testify
at the trial tomorrow, as a witness, that
Johann was the one who murdered the
mayor’s son?” he asked carefully.



The teen looked a little shocked.
“Possibly,” he said, just as carefully,
thinking about the money that Nosson
always seemed to have more of.
“What’s in it for me?”

“Gold,” Nosson said briefly. “A lot of
gold.” He pulled a few coins from his
pocket, and they gleamed as the sunlight
reflected off the metallic circles.

Albert shrugged. “Why not? I don’t like
Johann all that much, and truth be told,
he shouldn’t have gotten away with the
murder.”

“If you agree to testify at the trial
tomorrow that Johann was the murderer,
all five of these are yours,” Nosson
promised. He withdrew a sixth coin
from his pocket and slipped it to the
other boy. “And this is just a small down
payment.”

“No big deal,” Albert said easily,
already imagining what he would do
with the money. “I imagine you would
prefer that no one knows about our little
deal?”

“That’s right,” Nosson confirmed.
“Now, is there anyone else whom you
think might be interested in cutting a
similar deal?”

“Greg, probably,” Albert surmised.
“He’s the blond, curly guy up ahead.
Race a little and you’ll catch up to him.”

Nosson returned to his hotel that
evening, armed with the pledges of both
Albert and Greg to testify against the
true murderer at the trial. In exchange,
he would pay them each five gold coins,
each worth a small fortune. It was the
last of the money he’d brought with him
from Reb Lemel in order to rescue the
rav. If he didn’t succeed this time, he
would have no more money left for any
further bribes.

The following morning dawned under
an overcast sky, matching the Jews’
cloudy mood. Nosson joined the crowd
of Jews on the spectator benches,
davening quietly as he tensely watched
the proceedings.

The Vasserover Rav was brought before
the judge, and the witnesses were called.
Albert took the stand first, and in a clear
voice, he denounced the libel that had
been brought against the innocent rabbi.

“I was at the party,” he stated. “I was
there when a fight broke out amongst
some of the young men, and I saw the
mayor’s son being murdered. It was not
the rabbi, nor his son, who committed



this despicable murder. They were not
present at the party. The mayor’s son
was murdered by Johann, his jealous
friend, who could not stand all the
attention being heaped on his worthy
friend.

“The accused is innocent of the crime.
He was framed! Do the honorable thing
and let him go, for he has done no
wrongdoing. Johann, the true murderer,
is still roaming free despite his terrible
deeds. It is he who deserves prison!”

From the benches, the Jews began to stir
with faint hope. Could it be that the trial
would actually end positively for the
rav? It had seemed impossible, but now
it appeared to be happening! They
sucked in their breaths and waited for
the trial to continue.

Greg was next up on the witness stand,
and to the Jews immense surprise, he
too, testified in favor of the Vasserover
Rav. “The rabbi i1s completely
innocent,” he declared, his booming
voice echoing throughout the Ilarge
courtroom. “I myself saw Johann kill the
mayor’s son. Johann is the murderer!”

The witnesses were cross-examined,
and when it was publicly determined
that they were speaking the truth, a

group of grim-faced policemen marched
out of the courtroom to arrest the
teenage murderer. As Nosson slipped
outside to pay the two witnesses their
just reward, the judge declared the
Vasserover Rav a free man.

The rav left the courtroom accompanied
by a large assembly of Jews, grateful to
Hashem for having spared his life. His
sharp eye noticed Nosson, the only
stranger in the crowd, and he
immediately  understood that the
unfamiliar young man had played a part
in his salvation. With tears in his eyes,
he walked up to Nosson and blessed him
warmly.

As soon as the rav turned away, Nosson
ducked through the crowd and hurried
back to his inn to pack up and leave the
city. He had no desire to have his
identity become known in VVasserov, and
he knew he had to leave before he was
discovered.

The journey back to the city where his
yeshiva was took ten days, but to
Nosson, it felt like ten years. He was
exhausted, completely worn out from
the mental strain of his time in VVasserov,
and the days on the road only added to
his fatigue. He arrived in the city at



midnight, but before he could go to
sleep, he knew he needed to report back
to Velvel and the mekubalim regarding
the success of his mission.

As he approached the shack in the forest,
the whimpers of tikkun chatzos wafted
out to greet him. Nosson knocked on the
door, calling, “It’s me, Nosson. I'm
back! Please open up!”

But the
unyielding.

wooden door remained

“Velvel!” Nosson called, louder this
time, as his knuckles turned sore from
knocking. “Velvel, please let me in! It’s

'7)

Nosson! Let me in
Still no answer.

Nosson began to cry. “Velvel! Let me
in! Please let me in! I’ve completed the
mission!”

Finally, someone opened the door, but it
wasn’t Velvel. One of the other
mekubalim stood there, dressed in his
tattered sackcloth. His face was stained
with tears.

“Where 1s Velvel?” Nosson asked,
wiping his own eyes.

The mekubal looked at him, an
inscrutable expression on his face.
“Velvel was niftar,” he said softly.

Nosson burst into heartrending sobs. “I
don’t understand!” he wailed.

“Velvel allowed you in, even though
you don’t hear the bas kol, because he
understood that only you would be able
to carry out the final mission of Reb
Lemel,” the mekubal explained. “He
took the responsibility of your entry
upon himself. You didn’t hear the crying
of the dove, and so you were worthy of
death, but Velvel accepted this death
upon himself. He left this world instead
of you.”

With an anguished cry, Nosson tore
kriyah, feeling as though he was ripping
his own heart in two. He understood that
the holy watercarrier had passed away
because of him, and he hadn’t even had
the opportunity to part from him

properly.

“I’'m sorry,” the mekubal continued.
“But we can no longer allow you in. We
are busy with very elevated matters, and
only those who are able to hear the
sound of the dove during yehai shmay
rabbah are allowed to be present. Velvel
already passed away. We can’t continue
to risk lives by allowing you in.”

As the door closed gently before him,
Nosson’s sobs intensified. He walked



slowly back into town, but he could not
calm down. He felt terrible for his role
in Velvel’s death and could not find
comfort in his own thoughts. Despite the
lateness of the hour, he decided to go see
Rav Laizer, his rebbi, who would surely
still be awake to get some chizuk.

Rav Laizer was, as he’d expected, still
awake, but he was stunned into silence
when Nosson stumbled through his
door. He hadn’t seen his student in
weeks, ever since Nosson had
disappeared one night to fulfill his
mission in Vasserov. “Nosson!” he
exclaimed, relieved to see that his talmid
was unharmed. “What’s the matter?”

Nosson’s eyes were red and swollen,
and his shoulders heaved as he sobbed
silently. When he composed himself
enough to speak, he related the entire
story to his rebbi, picking up from where
they’d left off the last time, after Reb
Lemel had passed away.

Rav Laizer lay a comforting hand on
Nosson’s shoulder. “You didn’t cause
Velvel’s death,” he said emphatically.
“Velvel chose to give up his own life to
save the life of the Vasserover Rav and
the tens of thousands of Jews who live
in Vasserov. The community was

deserving of death, as you learned in the
shack, and that sentence had been
transferred to the head of their rav, the
holy Vasserover Rav. Velvel decided to
take the death upon himself to spare the
Vasserover Rav’s life.”

Nosson calmed visibly at these words,
hiccupping slightly as he stopped
crying.

“Nosson,” his rebbi said quietly. “The
mekubalim didn’t turn you away. They
only asked that you cease attending their
meetings until you merit to heart the
sound of the dove. It is now up to you to
achieve that level.”

“How can I merit to hear the sound of
the dove?” Nosson asked.

“You must devote the rest of your life to
Torah and mussar,” Rav Laizer
explained. “You should continue
learning with tremendous diligence and
work on perfecting your character.
Later, after you are married and have
grown enough in Torah, you will start to
learn kabbalah until you reach the
heights where you are able to hear the
sound of the dove crying by yehai shmay
rabbah. At that point, you will be able to
go back.”



That is exactly what happened. Nosson
threw himself completely into his
learning, surpassing his previous stellar
reputation as he continued to grow in
Torah and character perfection. When
he got married, Rav Laizer returned the
money he’d inherited from Reb Lemel,
and he used it to feed his growing family
even as he continued learning day and
night.

The years passed, and Nosson moved
away with his family to a different city.
He lived a simple lifestyle completely
devoted to Torah, never stopping his
spiritual growth even as he aged to forty,
then fifty, then sixty years old and
married off his children.

One day, when he was in his seventies,
a personal matter caused him to travel to
a different city. After sitting and
learning on the bumpy wagon the entire
day, he arrived at his destination city and
stopped off at a small shul to daven
Minchah and Maariv. He had barely
eaten all day, but he was feeling
energized by the Torah he’d learned
during the journey.

A baal tefillah got up to daven at the
amud, and he seemed to be in a very big
rush. He tripped over his words as he

sped-davened, and Nosson, who
davened with tremendous concentration,
had trouble keeping up. When they
reached kaddish, Nosson cried out,
“Amein, yehai shmay rabbah...” along
with the rest of the shul when suddenly
he heard a sound.

It was the sound of a dove wailing.

“Oy labanim,” the yonah was crying.
“Oy labanim she’golim mishulchan
avihem.”

Nosson’s heart began to race and his
face paled as he realized that he had
finally reached the level of complete
purity. This was what the men in the
shack had spoken of so many years
earlier! He had finally achieved the
growth he’d been working toward his
entire life. The time had come for him to
return to the shack and join the
mekubalim there.

From the moment Nosson heard the
sound of the dove, he was a changed
person. Although he had always lived a
simple lifestyle, devoid of frills and
indulgences, now the materialism of the
world ceased to have any meaning to
him. He began viewing the food he ate
and the clothing he wore and the wagon
he drove from a completely altered



perspective. He ate only what he needed
to have energy and didn’t speak an extra
word than necessary. Every waking
moment was devoted to the service of
Hashem.

When he returned home from his trip, he
explained to his wife that he needed to
travel again. It would be a journey of a
few days, but he had something
important that he needed accomplish in
the city where he’d studied in yeshiva as
a young man.

His wife was taken aback. “But you’ve
only just come home,” she exclaimed.
“You’re not a youngster anymore,
Nosson. How will you be able to handle
another journey?”

“This 1s something I must do,” Nosson
responded determinedly.

His tone was so firm that his wife knew
that nothing she could say would budge
him. “Go in peace and return in peace,”
she whispered.

After a grueling journey, Nosson arrived
in the city of his youth in the middle of
the night. Even so many years later, he
still recalled the precise directions
through the forest, and he went directly
to the shack where Velvel and his
friends had met nightly. As he neared, he

saw a light coming from the shack, and
he understood that people were already
there.

He knocked on the door, his hands
trembling violently, wondering who
would answer for him. More than fifty
years had passed since the last time he’d
visited, and the original members of the
group, who had been in their seventies
and eighties at the time, had shortly left
the world long before.

The door opened, and an unfamiliar man
about his own age stood there. “Nosson,
Nosson,” he cried warmly. “We were
waiting for you for so many years! We
were told that one day you would be
coming here to join us in reciting
tikkunim. Please come in and take a
seat.”

With wobbly legs, Nosson stepped into
the shack. There were nine men around
the table, nine faces whom he did not
recognize. “Who are all these men?” he
asked.

“Just as you are a disciple of the holy
Velvel, who introduced you to this
group,” one of them explained. “All of
us here are the students of other lamed-
vovniks during that time period. None of
the tzaddikim left the world before



ensuring that there would be someone
else to take his place, just as Velvel did
with you. | am a talmid of the holy
Berish, the tailor.”

“And I am a talmid of Dovid the
weaver,” another offered. They went
around the table introducing themselves,
explaining how they’d each joined the
clandestine group.

For the next inspiring few hours, the ten
tzaddikim recited tikkunim and learned
kabbalah together. Nosson, no longer an
eighteen-year-old yeshiva bachur, had
come a long way since those long-ago
days, with intense character perfection
and tremendous growth in Torah. Now,
a righteous tzaddik in his own merit, he
was able to participate fully, bringing
merit and favor into the world with his
holy Torah and avodah.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #TG 75-76
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Pinchas son of Elazar son of Aharon Hakohen removed My wrath from Yisrael by

acting out My vengeance in their midst, so I did not destroy Yisrael in My vengeance.
g y veng Y y veng

Therefore say, “I am hereby giving him My covenant of peace.” (Bemidbar 22:11-12)

We know that pritzus is hateful to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu. When the Jewish people acted
improperly with the Moabite women, this brought a
lot of Divine anger on them. Hashem was very upset
with them and a rift developed between Hashem
and His beloved people.

The tribe of Shimon was particularly guilty
of this sin, and if the tribe of Shimon would have
perished in this moment of Heaven’s anger, an entire
tribe would be missing, and the entire Jewish people
would be irreparably maimed forever, because the
Jewish people must comprise no less than twelve
tribes.

This shows how great the zechus of Pinchas
is. By striking down Zimri and Kozbi bas Tzur,
and thus acting out Hashem’s vengeance, he made

peace between Hashem and the Jewish people, and
restored their close relationship of love to how it
was before. Midah k'neged midah, he received the
blessing of shalom. Thus he merited eternal kehunah,
which entails offering korbanos that are pleasing
to Hashem, by which Hashem is pleased with His
people Yisrael and bestows on them blessing and
peace.

He also received the gift of peace for himself
personally, as he attained unlimited longevity.
Pinchas lives forever. Chazal say that Pinchas is
Eliyahu,! who never died.

How is this connected to the gift of peace?

The Seforno explains that all physical sickness

1 Yalkut Shimoni 771.



and damage is a result of imbalance. The body is

composed of various contrasting forces. If one of
these forces is not in proper balance, when one of
them is too strong or too weak, and they don’t
balance each other out like they are supposed to,
the body falls ill and stops functioning properly or
altogether.

Pinchas, who was blessed with peace, thus enjoyed
a perfect balance of all the forces within his body, so
he lives forever.

This teaches us the great reward of pursuing peace
and detesting controversy. Peace is a great segulah for
physical health. And controversy brings sickness and
troubles.

This is especially true in our age, in which cancer

Drawing Lots

3C N

is a major health issue. Cancer is when certain cells
in the body grow and multiply in a disorderly and
imbalanced manner and invade areas that don’t
belong to them. This is quite similar to controversy
between people.

When the scourge of machlokes breaks out in the
home, the neighborhood, the city and the country,
even tzaddikim who live their whole lives in peace can
suffer harm, like in the time of Pinchas, when not just
the sinners were in danger, but the whole people.

Butifa person keeps his mouth closed when there
is friction between people, and avoids getting into
a fight, and surely if he restores the peace between
those around him, he is bringing life and physical
and emotional health to everyone, and will merit the
blessing of shalom forever. o
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Its landed estate will be distributed to it according to what the lot says. (Bemidbar

22:11-12)

“According to what the lot says” - The lot would speak, as I explained. This teaches
that Eretz Yisrael was divided up according to Ruach Hakodesh. (Rashi)

Drawing lots as a way of deciding how to divvy
something up would seem to be a natural, mundane
process. There are X number of eligible recipients, and
there are the same number of paper slips in a box, and
each person blindly selects whatever slip comes up in
his hand. The results would seem to be by chance.

But we see here that Eretz Yisrael was distributed
among the tribes according to the lot, the goral/, and

this shows that a decision made by goral is actually
something that Hashemn Himself does.

Why lots? Because each tribe will naturally want
to receive the choicest areas. Everyone will want
the seashore, and no one will want the desert, for
instance. So there is a necessity for a decision made
by Hakadosh Baruch Hu Himself. And how does
Hakadosh Baruch Hu render a decision of this type?
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By lots. As Chazal say, the lots were an expression of
Ruach Hakodesh.

W see the same thing regarding the two goats of
Yom Kippur. One goes as a korban to Hashem, and
the other goes to Azazel, which means that it goes to
Eisav, to the side of evil. Now, there is no koher who
can take a goat and send it to Eisav. Only Hashem
can do that, which is why the mitzvab is to choose
the goat by means of goral.

The goral shows up also in Sefer Yehoshua. In
chapter seven of that Sefer, we have the story of
the conquest of the city Ai, during the course of
which many Jews were killed, in the first disastrous
battle. This initial defeat was because someone had
previously taken booty for himself from forbidden
goods, but it wasn’t known who did it.

How did they find out?

Yehoshua held a drawing of lots, and the lot fell
on Achan. He was the one who appropriated the

forbidden booty.

Achan argued that since everyone’s name was
placed in the goral, it was inevitable that someone’s
name would come out, and that doesn’t prove he is
the one who actually did it.

So Yehoshua told him:

DRI OPOK 7 T30 K W 13 - “My
son, please give honor to Hashem the G-d
of Yisrael.”!

Yehoshua asked him to admit the truth, that he
actually did it, and not besmirch the goral. Because
the goral is the word of Hashem.?

All this shows that the most pointed expression
of a direct action of Hashem is when it takes place

through “natural” means, such as by drawing lots. ®

1 Yehoshua 7:19.
2 See Bemidbar Rabbah 23:6.

% Make Yourself an
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In the seventh month, on the first of the month... you shall make yourselves a burnt

offering for a pleasant fragrance to Hashem. (Bemidbar 29:1-2)

You are the Korban

This pasuk about the korbanos of Rosh Hashanah is
different from all the other ones dealing with this type
of korban. The other ones say, “You shall offer;” but this
one says, “You shall make.” It is saying that you shall
make your own selves into the korban.

So explains the Mishnah Berurah.! He writes that
one of the reasons Ashkenazim start saying Selichos four
days before Rosh Hashanah is because a korban needs
to be checked for defects four days before it is offered.
And regarding the burnt offering of Rosh Hashanabh, it

1 581:6, citing Eliyahu Rabbah.

says, “You shall make yourselves a burnt offering.” This
teaches that on Rosh Hashanah, a person should make
himself as if he is offering his own self. Consequently,
he needs to check himself four days earlier for any
defects due to sins, and to do feshuvah for them.

So we see that Rosh Hashanah is a time of mesirus
nefesh. Every Jew needs to offer himself as a korban
olah, in other words, he needs to dedicate and give
over his very soul for the sake of Hashem. This is not a
type of korban that you partake of its meat. It is a burnt
offering. It ascends in smoke to Hakadosh Baruch
Hu. This signifies that we need to lovingly give over
everything for the sake of Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Mesirus nefesh.



The problem is that mesirus nefesh has become a

very common term in our circles. Every little thing we
do is described as “mesirus nefesh.”

Let’s talk about what mesirus nefesh is, and how it
applies to our daily lives.

Change your Life

We all try to keep mitzvos. But the way we keep
them and how we relate to them is usually determined
by our atmosphere and surroundings.

Not so long ago, there were tzaddikim and talmidei
chachamim who had no concept of “going to sleep.”
They would learn and learn until they dropped.
Nowadays, a masmid in yeshivah is someone who stays
on after 11:00 PM to learn an extra hour. Whereas
they say about R. Yisrael Salanter that for him there
was no such thing as going to sleep. He would just keep
learning until he dropped.

If we would ask today’s “masmid” why he doesnt
learn like R. Yisrael Salanter did, he would not
understand what we want from him. “Because I'm not
R. Yisrael Salanter! For me, 12:00 midnight is an hour
after the night seder ends, and that’s enough. I don’t live
my life like R. Yisrael”

And if we would ask a frum working man who
comes home at 9:00 PM after his daf hayomi shiur,
“Why don't you learn another hour?” he will answer,
“because I am not a kollel yungerman in night seder.”

Everyone has his own idea about what hasmadah
means for him. Along the same lines, every Jew has his
own idea what lashon hara is, and what breaking one’s
taavos entails, and how a Jew should spend his Shabbos.
Everyone decides these things according to his own
lifestyle.

To illustrate the point, I will tell you a story. Once,
a certain American Jew was a guest in the home of
R. Yehoshua Dov Soloveitchik, Rosh Yeshivas Brisk,
and he remarked, while talking about his family, “No
luxuries by us. We only have the bare necessities in our
home.”

R. Yehoshua Dov replied: Back in Europe, in the
small shzetlach of Russia, there was no cheder for the
children, and the wealthy would hire a private tutor, a

melamed, for their children. One day, a wealthy family
like this held a party in their home, with a lavish menu.

For the first course, a very special fruit compote
was served. It looked delicious. The melamed went
over to the child he taught, and said to him, “Do
you remember what we learned about breaking one’s
taivos? Now is the time to do it!”

The child replied, “Yes, I agree to the idea, but not
right now. This course is a basic necessity. Next course,
[ will break my zaivos...”

R. Yehoshua Dov remarked: “Everyone agrees that
the first course is a basic necessity, and the next course
is extras. The whole disagreement is when the first
course finishes and the next one begins.”

If we ask a Jew why he doesn’t live on the same
madpreigah as R. Akiva Eiger or the Chasam Sofer, he
will answer: I can’t do that. Those things you want me
to give up are all part of the “first course,” as far as [ am
concerned. This is how I live my life.

The whole question is where to draw the line
between the “first course” and the “second course”
Moving that line is real mesirus nefesh.

Examples of Real Mesirus Nefesh
Let’s see how this plays out in real life. Take Jashon

hara, for example. This is one of our biggest problems.
Lashon hara is just too prevalent, and so are words
spoken in anger and out of annoyance.

We have a fierce inner urge to speak lashon hara.
Where does it come from?

The world that Hakadosh Baruch Hu created
is composed of four basic elements: mineral,
vegetable, animal and human. The “human” element
is characterized by the power of speech, which is a
uniquely human trait that sets humans apart from
animals. Speech expresses the faculty of intelligence.

People feel that if they can’t speak enough, if they
can’t outwardly express their criticism of their friends
and neighbors, they are being deprived of the power of
speech, and thereby dehumanized. They feel the same
way if someone insults them and they don’t answer
back. It is as if they were a dumb animal who doesn’t

have a mouth. If they can’t say what they think, they



Design & Layout: Y.G. 052-7619403

feel their innate intelligence is being denied them.

This is why people feel an emotional need to speak
lashon hara.

So when a person is asked not to speak lashon hara,
he feels like he being asked to die. He feels he is showing
everyone that he lacks the faculty of intelligence.

I am not talking about just holding your tongue for
a few minutes and then letting it all out half an hour
later. Even that is hard work, but it’s not mesirus nefesh.

Mesirus nefesh is when there is a certain point, even
a small point, where a person makes a fundamental
change in how he lives his life. With lashon hara,
it means becoming “less intelligent,” “less smart,” in
people’s eyes. Making such a change is like undergoing
death.

This is mesirus nefesh. This is being a korban olah.
A person who does this may not have repented all his
sins, but he did sacrifice a piece of his very life, and this
is considered a teshuvah that ascends all the way up to
the Heavenly Kisei Hakavod.

Here’s another example. There are people that if
they go for two hours without hearing the news, it’s
tantamount to 7zesirus nefesh. They feel compelled to
know what is happening in the world. Not everyone
understands this, but someone for who has such a
yetzer hara, refraining from the news is like pikuach
nefesh for him. If he doesn’t know what is going on in
the world, he feels like he is locked up in a chicken coop
— and such a state is against human nature.

Also in previous generations, Jews constantly
sucked in what is happening in the world, but they
lived in a different world, the world of Torah. One
day they spoke with Abaye and Rava, the next day
with R. Akiva Eiger, and so on. They lived their lives
with Hakadosh Baruch Hu. This is not a matter of one
mitzvah more or one mitzvah less; it is a matter of a
whole different life.

In order for a Jew of our generation to reach
such a madpreigah, he needs to make a fundamental

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -
as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"|,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

change in how he lives his life. He needs to give up his

preoccupation with what is happening in the news.
To walk past the mailbox and not read the newspaper
sticking out of it. Not even to take a quick look at the
headlines. To come to the beis midrash like a total idiot
who doesn’t know whats happening in the world, and
there to meet only Hashem Yisborach.

Is true that when a person rectifies one
shortcoming, that doesn’t mean he did zeshuvah for
all his sins, and it doesn’t yet make him into a tzaddik
gamuyr. But if he takes one point, even a little one, and
makes a real change in his life, one that gives him a
pang in the heart, this is true zeshuvab.

Here’s another example, a very common one.
Shabbos kodesh. Tt says in the Shulchan Aruch* that
your speech on Shabbos should be different from
your speech on weekdays. So on Shabbos you should
not say that tomorrow, you are going to do such-and-
such a job, or to buy such-and-such a thing. It is even
forbidden to talk a lot of devarim beteilim, idle talk.

That’s what it says in the Shulchan Aruch. Even if
you are not talking about business or melachah, and
you are just sitting and chatting about this and that, it
is forbidden.

So what’s left?> What can you spend Shabbos doing?

Shabbos is so named because it is a time of shevisah,
of “cessation” from worldly matters. Just live for twenty-
four hours with Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

For a non-observant person to keep Shabbos,
it is mesirus nefesh. It is very hard for him to give up
the phone, the radio, the car, for twenty-four hours
straight. He feels like he is handcuffed.

We might have a similar feeling if we give up
mundane talk on Shabbos.

Making such a change is mesirus nefesh. This is our
avodah not just on Rosh Hashanah but the rest of the
year as well. 19 onoww — “You shall make yourselves
intoaburntoffering” Have mesirus nefesh for Hashem. e

2 Orach Chayim 307:1.
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