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Shabbos Chanukah - Parshas Mikeitz - December 28, 2024
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light (5). In fact, if one is careful to use only the Shamash, one is
allowed, n>nmod, to make use of that benefit ). The prohibition
is on all the Chanukah lights (not the Shamash) including the
additional neiros that are added each night (7), the lights that are in
shul @ even in the morning when there is no beracha recited
over them, and even neiros that are kindled by a katan (minor)
for chinuch purposes ©). From the Mishna Berura (10) it seems
that one should be stringent regarding having benefit from the
Chanukah lights even after the first half hour.

It is forbidden to warm oneself or any food item from the heat
of the Chanukah lights, or eat a meal, even a mitzvah meal, using
the Chanukah Menorah. One may not use the neiros to recite the
blessing, "wnn ywa XM in the Havdala after Shabbos (11).
What is Permitted? One may briefly look up in a sefer a short
halacha relevant to the Menorah (12 as well as read the text of
"55n mn” (13) by the lights. If the electricity went off and the house
is in total darkness, save for the light of the Menorah, one is not
required to keep his eyes closed and bump into things (14). Poskim

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Important and Relevant Chanukah Halachos (2)
There is a prohibition to derive benefit from the light of the
Chanukah Menorah. There are 3 reasons for this: 1. It is an
embarrassment to the mitzvah to count money, perform menial
tasks, etc. by the light of the holy Menorah (). 2. If one uses the
lights for his own benefit, it might appear to others as if he lit
them for his own needs and not to commemorate the Chanukah
miracle 2. 3. The Sages decreed that our Menorah should be
like the Menorah in the Bais Hamikdash, from which we were
prohibited to use for our personal needs (3).

Laws of this Prohibition. Some of these laws apply because of
the first reason mentioned above, and some apply because of the
second and third reasons. For brevity’s sake, we will not detail
which activities go into which reason. It is prohibited to count
money, read a note or book by the light of the Menorah if the
room is somewhat dark . The reason why we light an extra ner
called the Shamash and we situate it a bit higher than the other
lights on the Menorah, is so that just in case one will derive any
sort of benefit from them. we can say that it came from that extra _debate if one may enjoy pleasant scented Chanukah neiros (5
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"m pN3 T2 sy’ - The Gemara brings 3 different ways how to leam this vos. 1) Translating yx1a to mean compromise, if litigants come to "2
because they want a po9, itis mox for the judge to push for a compromise [yxa]. If he does, xomn v »in. If one praises a judge for doing so, he
is a \ron. 2) wydN A translates yxdia to mean thief. ie. if one stole wheat, ground it, baked it and was non wan from it, how can he make a
oM on it (either the nwnan or no»aw)? This is not a N2 but rather a xaon. A thief who makes a beracha has cursed 'n. 3) N ™ says this is
referring to nmi> who said " 1 31730 yxa . The ¥ 9w NP "0 N'N] paskens if one eats mmox mioaxn he may not be included in a
o, nor does he make a n>12 on this food Moa W N>nNoY. The 2w explains since it's a wox 127 and an nay to eat it, we apply the
D9, "N N 712 ¥y, The ©"amn [V™N X' Md12 D] paskens this way as well. The 4"ax9 argues strongly and says although this NN
lacks a my>ap 7 because it's a mox 127, why should he not be 2mmrw to make a no1a before and after? After all, he has had mxon!

The y"w [V TN says if one eats TMON MmN due to Mo - he's a non, he does make a N1, before or after. The 2"y explains since
he'sin a Moo Yw asn, he s eating xvrvn and N2y, he's fulfiling the msin of ona . The &% [N vo "1 says if one is physically forced to eat
himoang, although he ultimately does have mxon from the food, he does not make a noa. The v'v asks an apparent inconsistency. We just quoted the
~annthat if one is in a oo he does make a N2 even though he doesn't want o eat it and the &1 doesn't add anything to this, so it seems he’s in
agreement. Yet the N also paskens that if one is forced to eat moa], he does not make a no1a. Why are they different? In both cases he is
forced to eat. In one case he is forced because he is a nowand in the other case, he is being forced by people? The 2"y answers, that when one is
a oo 11 v 1o he is not physically forced to eat. If he eats (because of his sickness), he has mxon and makes a noa. But if one is physically
forced o eat, it's not by choice, soit's not 1w to require him to recite a mo12. Asks the ywxn ayw I'nb mx: Why regarding nsn nbax do we say if one
was physically coerced o] to eat nwn, it is called an no»ax and he is xxy the mitzvah, but not here? He explains that conceming being sy the
mitzvah itis considered an no», but regarding making moma since he was forced to eat, it's not 7w to require him to give mixmn on the food. vy,

POV 9 [20 'D N 2] quotes 2>woN M, that if a diabetic couldn't help himself and ate some cake, since this is a danger to him, he
does not make a Ny nx o712, Rav Elyashiv quotes our halacha above that since this is a moxn 927 to his health \xn xON 7720 v PN
However, he should make a nnwin>12 because the first crumb he eats is probably not a nyso for him, and since we make a nnwxi 172

even on a crumb, the n57a can go on that. jml‘ N nl,n an DV (5) Nay N NN (4) 0V (3] 1DV (2) 10ay I nNA M (1)

nNM NV (9) 0V (8) t?shn 20 (7) OW NN N2 (6)
R’ Moshe Sofer z¢”’l (Chasam Sofer) would say: ’“L“’,’ly’li”“ﬂiﬁ’ 2‘»’3’&’15!’3«52&37.’&3}“1‘3 (Jl’g)n;;-:s? i
“DNNA YIND Y IR MINID ONN DX 0NN XY - The Rishonim ask how can Yosef hold his brothers in Mitzrayim for
3 days if his father is home and doesn’t have any food? The answer is that they really did have food and Yosef knew that
from his first dream of the bundles of grain. This is why the posuk says right away that he remembered the dream, referring
to the bundles and that they had enough food. Thus, the only reason they are coming now must be because they are spies.”

A Wise Man would say: “Good leadership consists of showing average people how to do the work of superior people.”
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Daniel and Neriya Sharabi attended the Nova Festival on October 7, together w1th a group of friends, and soon after
enjoying a beautiful sunrise, the missiles started falling and everyone started running. Daniel was a trained IDF medic and
kept stopping to help wounded people along the way, but after watching an RPG blow up a car behind which his best friend
Yosef and some others were hiding, he simply dropped everything and ran, together with Neriya, for their lives. Terrorists
were everywhere, spraying machine gun fire, and young people were dropping like flies. It was nothing short of heartbreaking.
Suddenly, they saw an abandoned Israeli tank and climbed inside. A dead soldier was slumped forward and they searched
every inch of the tank looking for a weapon. It was empty, though, and the two brothers began to play with the controls to see
if they could get it moving, in order to drive it away. Neither had any training in tank controls and the tank would not budge.

They held their breath hoping the terrorists would not attack an abandoned tank, but this too, was shortlived. The tank came
under heavy fire and Daniel thought their end was near. Just then, he hears his brother Neriya shouting, praying: “Hashem, 1
don’t pretend to understand why this is happening, but I do know that there is a dead soldier who was fighting for You, for
Your people, and we want to fight too. Now it is Your turn - give me a weapon! I don’t care how - just give me weapon!” The
second he finished shouting, Neriya looked down and noticed something shiny under the soldier’s foot. It was the strap of a rifle.

With thanks on his lips, Neriya picked up the rifle and grinned. Now they had something to fight back with. Daniel opened
the tank’s turret and hastily climbed out. Neriya threw him the rifle and climbed out himself. To their shock, they found 30
young men and women hiding under the tracks of the tank. Had they managed to get it started, an even bigger calamity might
have unfolded. Daniel, the medic, went to help the wounded, while Neriya opened the rifle’s chamber to see how much
ammunition they had. To his chagrin, the chamber was full of sand. It wouldn’t work no matter how much ammo was inside.

Daniel remembered that quite often, girls bring jars of vaseline to these festivals in the desert because their lips get dry
from the wind. He grabbed the rifle and called out if anyone has vaseline. One girl came forward and handed him a small jar.
He quickly greased the rifle’s chamber - and what do you know - the ammunition slid right in. Just like in the Chanukah
story, the Jews had the miracle of the jar of oil - On October 7, they had their own miracle - the miracle of the jar of vaseline!

Neriya took the rifle and began returning fire. Daniel called a number of fellow members of his Givati Brigade to come
help them, but the army didn’t show up for hours. He finally called Yoni, his deputy commander, and asked him what to do.
Yoni told them to shoot into the bushes where the terrorists were taking cover, one bullet every 60 seconds, so the terrorists
knew that they were armed. Yoni stayed on the phone for 5 hours, directing the battle from 7el Aviv. Five whole hours!

Meanwhile, one of the men who had been hiding under the tank climbed up and managed to dislodge the heavy MAG gun
that was mounted on top. This was a more serious weapon. With him on the MAG, Neriya with the M-16 rifle, and Daniel on
the phone with Yoni directing the battle using the tank for cover, the little band of Maccabim held off waves of terrorists.

An RPG exploded nearby and everyone was hit with shrapnel. The group of girls still hiding under the tank began to shriek and
scream. Daniel yelled at them: “Quiet, everyone, quiet! Some of us are wounded and some are fighting. Everyone else - daven!”
And that is exactly what they did! They started praying, a group of non-religious boys and girls began screaming, “Shema
Yisroel ...” reciting chapters from Tehillim. It was otherworldly - Daniel said he will never forget that moment the rest of his life!

Suddenly, the MAG jammed and a little more miracle vaseline was used to get it working. The small group held off bands
of terrorists for hours and even captured a few, along with their weapons. The army finally arrived and took the injured men
and women away. They also took the captured terrorists with them, but not before Daniel gave one murderer a strong kick
that knocked him to the ground. The kick did not change anything - but it made Daniel think that the only way to fight evil is

by doing good, by being good, wherever he went. The way to take revenge is by being a shining light. That is the true victory. \:,:!s‘
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Last week we read about the encounter between Yosef Hatzddik and Pharaoh’s two ministers, when he interpreted their

N"C, respective dreams. Although Yosef gave an accurate and positive prediction for the ©pwnn 9w and asked for a relatively small

favor in return (to bring Yosef’s plight to Pharaoh’s attention), the man acted like an ingrate and neglected to do so. The

RV question is, why did Yosef offer a good tiding for the ©pwnn 9w and not the baker?

The Bas Ayin, R’ Avraham Dov Ber Auerbach of Avritch zt”’l (whose recent yahrtzeit was reverently remembered

G worldwide), answered as follows: Yosef, after being sold, realized that his brothers exhibited a sinah, a certain hatred towards

him (obviously it is in our limited capacity to understand this.) He knew that he had to work on achdus. In mikvaos, there’s a

"C}‘T“' halacha that rain water in the adjacent pit must touch, every so often, the water in the actual mikvah. This idea is called npwn.
The word ©pwn shares that root. Whereas oo implies anger, 9N. Yosef Hatzddik, homiletically, associated that middah of

hashaka - achdus - with life, and the middah of 9N - anger and discord - with death. Hence their respective dream

;«% interpretations. Once he had internalized that idea, the path was paved for the next step in the master plan and he was freed.

We find a stark contrast between the neiros of Chanukah and the havdala candle. A havdala candle must be comprised of a

’“ﬁ %] few wicks resembling an NN, a torch, while the 151N 9 must be a single wick. The reasoning is that several intertwined

wicks, forming one singular but stout wick, teaches us the concept that we, as people, must possess the middah of achdus -

Vo unity. But on Chanukah, which is a time of T Y9N, we must recognize and appreciate those who have contributed to the

whole unit. Hence, it’s just one wick. On this very Chanukah, may Hakadosh Boruch Hu bring us all the many needed yeshuos

”“rt, and nissim to Klal Yisroel the world over, gs we gather together, as one, to celebrate Y2y vwN 0. A Freilichen Chanukah.
w’c, ATt 2T A %, R’ Mottel sank into his thoughts, and then said, “Wait for

(R2-3) .. WTIN 53 1IN DN 2N TN ON BN TN her nearby, and before she enters her home and sees what

: An incredible story is told about a woman who had
gone through Auschwitz and rebuilt her life in the French

3% city of Bay. One Erev Shabbos, she prepared her Shabbos

food and left a pot on the fire while she went out to the

(t market to buy something. While she was out, the wooden

cabinet in the kitchen caught fire, and in a short time, the fire

| destroyed almost her entire house and all of its contents.

Her neighbors did not know how this unfortunate woman

”“"C; would hold herself together in the face of the great damage,
,,“ as they knew she barely managed to recover from the

devastation that had already ravaged her life. They rushed to

= %l the residence of the illustrious R’ Mottel Pogromansky z¢”,

who lived nearby, to ask his advice on how to tell this lady

happened, tell her that the house went up in flames and add,
that if she accepts the situation with love and joy, not even
expressing one sigh from her mouth, Mottel Pogromansky
promises her that she will be blessed with the children she has
yet to give birth to above the natural way.”

They hurried to the house and when she returned, told her

everything that R* Mottel had said. With supernatural
courage she accepted her fate, and didn’t emit one sigh from
her lips. The following year she had a daughter, and later she
had another, and eventually a third child, a son!
Ywn: Great reward awaits those who accept the will of
Hashem, even in the most challenging times. This was most
often the catalyst for great moments in history. Especially on
Chanukah, may we all merit such blessings.

’WG who still didn’t know that her home was destroyed.
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Itis interesting that the root of the word "yav" - “oil” is the same as the word "nww" - “eight.” Is it a coincidence, then, that

significance. It is considered "yavn yn nNdynd”

# we celebrate eight days of Chanukah due to the little oil that lasted eight days? Of course not! The number 8 has a much greater
- higher than the normal physical world, supernatural if you will. Seven

symbolizes nature - the world was created in 7 days; Eight is greater, more spiritual, elevated above nature.

In the Haftorah of Shabbos Chanukah, Zecharia HaNavi
speaks to a moment far beyond the second Bais Hamikdash.
In fact, he speaks to the third and final Bais Hamikdash
whose foundation stone was laid by the second Temple. Still,
the Navi’s led to a vision in which he is shown the seven
-armed Menorah of the Bais Hamikdash and how each of its
lights is fed with the oil through seven separate tubes. But
what is the meaning of this wondrous menorah?

R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch z¢’I explains that the Navi
tells us how this Menorah bears the very tree on which the oil
-yielding olives grow and ripen. In essence, it is a Menorah
that bears and maintains everything that is required for giving
light. This is a proclamation by Hashem. for Zerubavel, the

leader of the Jewish people during the second Temple era,
explaining that the foundation stone that was being laid for
the second Bais Hamikdash, and for whose ideal completion
all the coming generations are called upon to work, should
know, that “not by force of arms, nor by physical strength
will it be accomplished, but only by Hashem’s Spirit.” It is a

lesson for all human society to know - every individual R
% | mentality of Greece. More and more materialism, non-stop pleasure, a life full of endless amusement and immorality. On

"' | Chanukah, this was conquered by the “fe
R% ] must focus less on our Gashmius, and more on our Neshamos, our Ruchnius - on becoming “heiligen” spiritual Jews!

person, even the seemingly weakest and smallest - that as
soon as he is imbued with the holy spirit of Hashem nothing
can stop him. With such strength he possesses the strength of
giants to accomplish his work and Hashem will help him.

On Chanukah, in the dead of the dark winter, the Menorah
serves to lighten our way and teach us this profound lesson.

A baby boy receives his Bris on the eighth day because he becomes more than a typical physical human, he becomes a holy

3 and lofty Jew! The yaw 79 was much more than a simple container of oil. It was a container of hope, a tiny spark of Kedusha,
¥:%| meant to reignite the pure spirituality of Klal Yisroel, in order to overcome the dark, impure and defiled world that the Greeks

imposed. When the Jews found one little container of pure oil, they saw that there was still hope for Ruchnius, for Kedusha.

) But when the oil lasted for eight full days, they heard the message loud and clear: Even with one tiny spark of Kedusha,
wk_| Yiddishkeit will thrive! All one needs is a spark to rebuild and replace all that was lost!

In “Al Hanissim” we say: "©vyn 11 037" - “The many (given into) the hands of the few.” The “many” refers to the

w”; the Torah mentality of being "vywa panon” - “Satisfied with less.” We, too,

Hashem is educating us through the miracles of Chanukah to seek Him out and find yeshuah and hatzlacha - salvation and

»“ :" %] success - even when they are hidden from view; in the sun, the sky, the trees - every “natural” occurrence. Chanukah stands for

"1 7n” - the education of the recognition of Hashem as the only One to Whom it is justified Lehodos u’lehallel.




