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R' Pinchas Hirschprung זַצַ״ל, was born in Dokla, Poland, to 
ים ד He learned under  .ר׳ חַיִּ נְחַת סוֹלֶת) Tevli ר׳ דָוִּ ית /בַעַל מִּ אַב בֵּ
ין י) his maternal grandfather ,(דִּ  of R' Yankele of רֶבִּ

Pshevork, the Klausenberger Rebbe, and others). At 13, he published  י פְרִּ
נְחָס ל journal of תּוֹרָה By 15, he was editing the monthly .פִּ שְרָאֵּ י יִּ אֹהֶל  ,גְדוֹלֵּ
ין He joined .תּוֹרָה י לוּבְלִּ יבַת חַכְמֵּ י where his ,יְשִּ  ,זַצַ״ל R' Meir Shapiro ,רֶבִּ
attested that נְחָס ים knew 2,200 ר׳ פִּ  He fled to Vilna !בְעַל פֶה—גְמָרָא of דַפִּ
during WWII. In 1942, after securing a visa, he accepted the position of  רָב
לַת עַדַת יְשוּרוּן יבַת מֶרְכָז הַתּוֹרָה in Montreal, Canada. When דְקְהִּ  opened, he יְשִּ
became יבָה יר He was elected .ראֹש יְשִּ  Chief Rabbi of Montreal. His ,גאב״ד הָעִּ
דְקוּת was matched only by his גְאוֹנוּת .חֶסֶד and צִּ

 כ״ז טבת
5672 – 5758 
1912 – 1998 

 While yet a חוּר  ,זַצַ״ל R' Pinchus Hirschsprung ,בָּ
a ק  took ,זַצַ״ל of R' Meir Shapiro תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָּ
over the position of the בוֹחֵן, tester, for 
ה applying to the תַלְמִידִים  after the יְשִיבָּ
ה s'רֶבִי בְעַל  ,This meant being fluent .פְטִירָּ
א in 400 ,פֶה רָּ  קֶבֶר Inscribed on his .דַפֵי גְמָּ
are the words, “  וְאָהוּב נַפְשוֹ שֶל רַבוֹ הגר״מ
א זַצַ״ל  He was the beloved of the — שַפִירָּ
soul of his רֶבִי, the אוֹן זַצַ״ל R' Meir Shapiro ,גָּ
.” His רֶבִי, R' Meir Shapiro, once remarked, "It 
would have been כְדַאי, worth it, for me to open the 
ה חַכְמֵי לוּבְלִין    "!תַלְמִיד just for this one יְשִיבָּ
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ת לֵב פַרְעֺה    ה אֶׁ ם … אֲנִי אַקְשֶׁ ת עַמִי … וְלאֺ יִשְמַע אֲלֵכֶׁ ת צִבְאֺתַי אֶׁ וְהוֹצֵאתִי אֶׁ
ץ מִצְרַיִם  רֶׁ …בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל מֵאֶׁ  

And I shall harden פַרְעֺה’s heart … And he will not listen to you 
… And I shall take out My legions, My people בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל, from the land of 
Egypt…” (שְמוֹת ז׳:ג׳,ד׳)

Why was it necessary to harden פַרְעֺה’s heart? What would 
have been different if פַרְעֺה would have allowed the Jews to leave? R' 
Chaim Friedlander ז״ל explains: Had פַרְעֺה listened to ה  s demand’מֺשֶׁ
that בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל be released from Egypt, we might be grateful in some 
manner to הקב״ה .פַרְעֺה did not want בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל to be thankful to 
anyone but Him. Consequently, He created a situation where it was 
obvious that only הקב״ה – without any “assistance” – took us out of 
.מִצְרַיִם

The מִדְרָש teaches us the extent to which we must recognize 
our benefactor so that we can feel gratitude towards that person.  ה מֺשֶׁ
 ,who was striking a Jew. When this became known מִצְרִי killed a רַבֵינוּ
ה  was forced to flee the country, fearing for his life, and he came to מֺשֶׁ
 s daughters were pushed away by the local’יִתְרוֹ One day, as .מִדְיָן
shepherds, ה stepped in and dispersed the would מֺשֶׁ be attackers. 
When the girls came home, they told ֹיִתְרו that an אִיש מִצְרִי had 
rescued them. The simple explanation is that ה  was dressed like a מֺשֶׁ
 who had intervened on their מִצְרִי so they thought that it was a ,מִצְרִי
behalf.

The מִדְרָש interprets the words differently by first citing a 

 A man is bitten by a wasp and runs to the river to cool off the .מָשָל
stinging bite. Arriving at the river, he sees a child drowning and jumps 
in to save him. The child tells the man, “If not for you, I would have 
drowned.” The man replies, “If not for the wasp, I would not have 
been here to save you.” When ֹיִתְרו’s daughters thanked ה  for מֺשֶׁ
saving them, he told them, “Do not thank me; thank the מִצְרִי that I 
killed. If not for him, I would not be here today.” Thus, when ֹיִתְרו’s 
daughters spoke of a מִצְרִי having saved them, they were referring to 
the מִצְרִי whom ה  s daughters can be’יִתְרוֹ had killed. The words of מֺשֶׁ
interpreted as, “a מִצְרִי rescued us” — the מִצְרִי who caused ה  s’מֺשֶׁ
running away saved them.

There are many מִצְוֹת that are based on the concept of  הַכָרַת
 the ,מִקְרָא בִכוּרִים of מִצְוָה Perhaps the most well known is the .הַטוֹב
reading of the (מִצְוָה תרו) בִכוּרִים.

י הַמִצְוָׁה שֵׁ רָׁ  מִשָׁ
The ְחִנּוּך explains that the purpose of reading the four פְסוּקִים in the 
 is to verbalize our feeling of ‘Thank You.’  The level of בִכוּרִים of פָרָשָה
gratitude is stronger when we say with words that we are feeling in 
our hearts. The ְחִנּוּך continues and explains that the stronger the 
feeling of gratitude, the greater will be the new בְרָכָה that we will 
receive from ד׳. In His kindness, ד׳ rewarded us with this מִצְוָה (to 
express our feelings) so that we will merit to receive additional בְרָכָה. 
[This adds another dimension to the מִצְוָה of מִצְוָה ) סִפוּר יְצִיאַת מִצְרַיִם
.[(כא Adapted from:  וארא —ספר החנוך על פרשת השבוע   
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI On the Lower East Side there lived a disturbed 
person known as ‘the Professor.’ He was a 

harmless fellow who imagined he was both a 
medical genius and a high-ranking army official.

The Professor was a familiar face in the home 
of R’ Moshe Shisgal ZT”L. He would join the 

family for meals, and they would prepare food 
for him to take wherever he might be going.

A talmid once visited R’ Shisgal’s home and 
found his Rebbi had company…

The Professor had brought a transistor radio, 
which he was proudly showing off. He turned the 
radio to the highest volume and was switching 

from station to station.

The loud noise was disturbing R’ 
Shisgal and his talmid, but he did not 
have the heart to dampen the man’s 

spirits by asking him to turn the radio 
off. Suddenly, Rav Shisgal had an idea…

R’ Moshe Feinstein wrote about his son-in-law, R’ 
Shisgal, “…even in this country a man as great as he 
developed, so that many other students of Torah 

follow in his path to become great in Torah and in deed.”

Allow me to introduce 
you to the Professor…Oh! I must 
explain: I call him the Professor, 
because that is what he wants to 

be called!

STAND 
at ATTENTION! ... 

YOU MUST RESPECT 
RANK!

Poor man, just 
ignore him! He comes 

here daily...

“Yom Shabboson Ain 
Lishkoach…V’shom Yonuchu 

Yegi’ei Koach… Yonah Matza…”

Professor, 
are these military 

secrets that I 
hear?

Well, as you know, 
I am not a member of 

the military. I probably 
shouldn’t be hearing 

these things.

Oy! Rabbi, my 
apologies! you 

are right!

This is a 
military radio 

and it broadcasts 
military secrets!

5681-5733 1921-1973 ct ojbn wd

ה ם ר׳ was born in Slutsk, White Russia, to זַצַ״ל Shisgal ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ מֹשֶׁ הָּ ק אַבְרָּ יִצְחָּ  and Charna. At age 4, he 
emigrated with his family to the USA. At age 11, he went to study in דַעַת ה וָּ ה תּוֹרָּ  where he was ,יְשִיבָּ
quickly promoted to the ה ה s highest shiur, that of the’יְשִיבָּ  where he ,זַצַ״ל Heiman ר׳ שְלֹמֹה ,ראֹש יְשִיבָּ
quickly became his prize תַּלְמִיד. While still a חוּר דַעַת in מַגִיד שִעוּר he became a ,בָּ ה וָּ ה תּוֹרָּ  where he ,יְשִיבָּ
taught for 20 years. In 1943, he married Faya Gittel, daughter of ה  In 1951, he took .זַצַ״ל Feinstein ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
over his father’s position as ב  of Congregation Beth HaKnesses, an unpaid position he held for 18 רָּ
years. In 1954 he began to teach in לַיִם ת יְרוּשָּ רֶׁ א תִּפְאֶׁ  where he taught for 8 years. He was close ,מְתִיבְתָּּ
to ר׳ יַעֲקֹב Kamenetsky ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ ,זַצַ״ל Henkin ר׳ אַהֲרֹן ,זַצַ״ל Kotler זַצַ״ל and, of course, ה  .זַצַ״ל Feinstein ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
His learning, צִדְקוּת and davening are legendary. ה  Let it be …“ ,זַצַ״ל wrote about his son-in-law ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
understood that even in this country a man as great as he developed, so that other ה  will בְנֵי תּוֹרָּ

follow in his path to become great in ה  ”… and in deed תּוֹרָּ

פרשה: וארא     הפטרה: ...בקבצי את בית ישראל... )יחזקאל כח:כה-כט:כא(

יום כפור קטן ביום רביעי הבא עלינו לטובה

מברכים ר״ח שבט ]יום חמישי[  )מולד יום רביעי:  חלקים 17 + 06:17(

דף יומי: סנהדרין ל״ט     משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם     ותן טל ומטר לברכה     ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה( 



  

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

קַח עַמְרָם אֶת יוֹכֶבֶד  שָה … וַיִּ ישֶבַע … לְאִּ קַח אַהֲרֺן אֶת אֱלִּ שָה … וַיִּ … לְאִּ
יאֵל … וְאֶלְעָזָר  בְנוֹת פּוּטִּ שָה … לָקַח לוֹ מִּ )שְמוֹת ו׳:כ׳, כ״ג, כ״ה(    …לְאִּ  

 And עַמְרָם took יוֹכֶבֶד … as a wife … אַהֲרֺן took ישֶבַע  as a … אֱלִּ
wife … And אֶלְעָזָר … took for himself from the daughters of יאֵל  as a פּוּטִּ
wife …

The רַמְבַ״ן points out that there are only three cases where 
the תּוֹרָה mentions the wives of the leaders; each time, the reason is 
to teach us that the offspring of these great people descended not 
only from eminent fathers, but  from distinguished mothers as well. 
י ,יוֹכֶבֶד married עַמְרָם ישֶבַע married אַהֲרֺן .s daughter’לֵוִּ  sister of ,אֱלִּ
 who later became the most ,יְהוּדָה from the royal tribe of ,נַחְשוֹן
distinguished of the ים יאִּ ישֶבַע and אַהֲרֺן .נְשִּ  became the forebears אֱלִּ
of the ים נְחָס whose son ,אֶלְעָזָר .כֺהַנִּ  became the only one who was פִּּ
granted priesthood as a result of his own merit, married a daughter 
of יאֵל תְרוֹ and יוֹסֵף a name that, the Sages teach, refers to both ,פּוּטִּ .יִּ

* * * * *
The young Schiff girl had been blessed with a beatutiful 

voice and great talent. But for a religious girl in Vienna, Austria, in the 
early 1900s, coming from a traditional תּוֹרָה home, professional 
singing was not an option. 

One  day,  a  famous  agent  offered  the  girl  a  lucrative 
opportunity. Thrilled, she discussed the matter with her parents. 
When the Schiffs heard about the agent’s offer to their daughter, 
they knew that they could not allow her to accept it. The girl refused 
to listen. Her father brought her to the רָב, R' Shlomo Baumgarten 
 .who tried to convince her to abandon this choice of career ,זַצַ״ל
Sensing that she was not swayed, the רָב suggested that they visit R' 
Yitzchak Meir Heschel זַצַ״ל, the Kapishnitzer Rebbe, who was in 
Vienna at the time. Immediately, father and daughter set out to visit 
the י .רֶבִּ

As soon as they arrived, the frantic father poured out his 
heart. The י ישעֶ  ,then spoke to the girl. “Tell me רֶבִּ דִּ מײַן טײַעֶרעֶ ײִּ
 my dear Jewish daughter, why do you want so badly to go ,טאָכטעֶר
into this field?”

The girl answered honestly, “It is because of the fame that I 
will have. I’ll be known throughout the world.”

The י  closed his eyes, deep in thought, contemplating the רֶבִּ
sentiments the girl had just expressed. After a moment or two, he 
opened his eyes and began to speak.

“Listen closely, my dear daughter. It is the dream of every 
young Jewish woman to be blessed with a child who will illuminate 
the world through his תּוֹרָה learning. I promise that if you now 
sacrifice your chance at fame, there will come a time when you will 
be blessed with a child whose תּוֹרָה will light up the world. He will 
become the פּוֹסֵק הַדוֹר, one of the greatest halachic authorities of his 
time. Your fame will come — but it will be through him.”

The young Schiff girl wiped away her tears and thought 
deeply about the magnanimous promise the י  had just made. She רֶבִּ
was a fine, young Jewish girl — and so, after considering the offer, she 
accepted.

R' Dan Segal זַצַ״ל found this amazing episode in the  סֵפֶר
לוֹת  of Austria and decided to pursue the rest of the story. He קְהִּ
discovered that this girl eventually married and had a son by the 
name of שְמוּאֵל. He was R' Shmuel HaLevi Wosner זַצַ״ל, the ין  אַב בֵית דִּ
of בְנֵי בְרַק, the author of the י  and one of the outstanding ,שֵבֶט הַלֵוִּ
halachic authorities of our time.

When R' Dan approached R' Wosner to ask him if the story 
was  true,  he  became  quite  emotional  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes 
replied, “It all makes sense now … when I was younger, my mother 
always  encouraged  me  to  learn  well  and  be  an  ehrliche  Yid.  She 
always said, ‘You cannot imagine what I sacrificed for you.’”

This beautiful story is just one example of the sacrifices a 
Jewish mother makes for her children. It is impossible for children to 
fully appreciate this ׁמְסִירַת נֶפֶש — but all children, no matter what their 
age,  should  always  strive  to  do  their  best  in  order t o  make  their 
mothers’ sacrifices worthwhile.

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 3 (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ

R' Pinchus Hirschprung ״ל צַּ  Chief ,זַּ
Rabbi of Montreal, was not only known for his 
brilliant mind, but also for his sensitive heart 
that was always open to help a fellow Jew in 
trouble. There were times when he was only 
able to accomplish his remarkable acts of חֶסֶד 
by fusing both of these עֲלוֹת  special ,מַּ
attributes, together.

 Once, a ײִד in Montreal was in need 
of assistance from the Polish government.  
Although the Polish Consulate General was in 
Montreal, since the issue was sensitive, the 
best solution was having a face to face meeting 
with the Polish ambassador in the Embassy 
(stationed in Ottawa, over a 2 hour journey 
from Montreal). The man asked that R' Pinchus 

accompany him and testify on his behalf. The 
graciously agreed to travel the 125 רָב mile trip 
to help his fellow Jew.

The ײִד picked up R' Hirschprung at 
the appointed time. While en route, the רָב 
skimmed through all the documents the man 
had put together. One "non important" item in 
the car was a Polish book written by this same 
ambassador. Being fluent in Polish, R' 
Hirschprung glanced   through   the   book   
rapidly.   When   they   entered   the 
ambassador's office, he began to recite the 
entire message of the book to the amazed 
diplomat. The ambassador smiled. R' 
Hirschprung had spoken about a topic that 
warmed his heart. He spread his arms wide and 
said, “Rabbi, anything I can do for you, I will.”

My לְמִיד  R' Hirschprung was already ,תַּ
doing a great חֶסֶד just by accompanying this 
Jew on a long journey which took many hours 
of his time. He was a גָאוֹן and תְמִיד  who spent מַּ
every moment of his time in תוֹרָה learning. He 
surely could have spent his precious time in the 
car occupied in learning. Instead, he extended 
his חֶסֶד by using his genius to digest the 
contents of a diplomat’s book that he hoped 
could help in his חֶסֶד mission. תוֹרָה study is the 
greatest מִצְוָה of all, but there is a time for חֶסֶד. 
The רָב taught us one must perform that חֶסֶד 
using the same כּוֹחוֹת as one uses for learning 
.תוֹרָה

       יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
,בְיְדִידוּת Your רֶבִי
Story adapted from: The JCC of Montreal (writeup)

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

נַיִם מִקְרָא  ת שְׁ הִלְכ�וֹ
�וּם רְ�וּ ְ�אֶחָד תוַּ

Halacha 
Corner Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• R' Yaakov Kamenetsky זַצַ״ל would first read a ה שָּ רָּ  and פָּ
then he would recite each סוּק ה of that פָּ שָּ רָּ  followed by פָּ
the corresponding תַרְגּוּם.

• According to some opinions, one can fulfill part of one’s 
obligation for ד תַרְגּוּם א וְאֶחָּ  by reading along שְנַיִם מִקְרָּ
quietly during ה .קְרִיאַת הַתוֹרָּ

The Soloist’s Sacrifice ContestThe 11th International Pirchei שמו"ת
This week 7 of our 11th Annual Pirchei Newsletter International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ .contest שְׁ
In ים ,(חוֹבֶרֶת כ״ו תשע״ה:י) סֵפֶר אוֹר הַשַבָת  For .פָרָשָה was questioned regarding a child reviewing only part of a זַצַ״ל Kanievsky ר׳ חַיּׅ

וָה a child must normally fulfill the complete ,חִנּוּךְ גּוּם Regarding .מִצְׁ אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ ים ,שְׁ  was of the opinion that a child should be ר׳ חַיּׅ
trained “אַט אַט לְׁ  3rd grade (8+) ,שֵנִי until פָרָשָה Contest: 1st and 2nd grade (6+) should complete the שוֹבָבִים in stages, similar to our — ”לְׁ
until לִישִי בִיעִי 4th grade (9+) until ,שְׁ י 5th grade (10+) until  ,רְׁ  7th and 8th grades (12+) complete the entire ,שִשִי 6th grade (11+) until ,חֲמִיש ִ
 .פָרָשָה

Is your school or city represented in the Pirchei International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ  contest? Every week is a new opportunity שְׁ
to enter this raffle! Any week you and your school can join and become part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳. You can be part of hundreds of the 
children who are igniting the world with the כוּתְז  of this unique וָה גוּדָּה אַחַתֲא as an מִצְׁ ! 

It is not too late to enter the contest. To become a part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳, please send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or 
email to shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com signed by a parent – include your grade, name, school, city, state, zip, contact and fax #, and 
which פָרָשָה. 

The list of contestants as of press time for first 6 weeks of the contest are:
Grade 1 – Shlomo Bensoussan, Eitan Goldshteyn, Shmuel Lonner, Avi Posy, Yosef Shilian, Ahron Taub, Shmuel Yaiche, Yisroel Dovid 

Yaroslawitz, Aryeh Zweig; Yeshiva Ketana Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY.
Grade 2 – Aharon Simcha Goldman; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Aryeh Leib HaCohen Schwartz; M’kor Baruch; Passaic, NJ; Meir 
Bash, Alexander Brecher, Yaakov Friedman, Daniel Hild, Yosef Horovitz, Ezra Joudai, Avigdor Kalikstein, Eli Kupfer, Shlomo Lang, Tzvi Aryeh 
Moradi, Yitzchok Rosenfeld; Yeshiva Ketana Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; Mendy Zuckerman; Columbus Torah Academy; Columbus, OH.

Grade 3 – Yosef Moshe Naiman; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Yanky Bernath, Yaakov Buzall, Yehuda Charish, Dovid 
Diamond, Yitzy Goldner, Binyamin Leitman, Yehoshua Don Perr, Nachy Rosenberg, Chaim Yitzchok Schachner, Shmuel Ahron Schorr, Tzvi 
Weiss, Dovi Werzberger; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Lakewood, NJ; Chananel Amira, Nachman Ettinger, Eli Fried, Chaim Moshe Klepfish, Akiva 

Kugielsky, Yechiel Zahler; Yeshiva Ketana Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; Haim Shlomo Gerzi; Beis Shalom; Beit Shemesh, Israel.
Grade 4 – Yehoshua Friedman, Akiva Lichterman; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Baltimore, MD; Dovid Dafner, Avner Davidoff, Asher 

Gohari, Benny Grossman, Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kupfer, Yosef Marcus, Shmuel Spitz; Yeshiva Ketana Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY.
Grade 5 – Reuvan Moshe Goldman, Yeshaya Nitekman; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Eliyahu Azizzadeh, Dovid Bandari, Ovadia 
Davis, Yechezkel Goodwin, Shalom Lehman, Yehuda Lesnik, Yehuda Meir Oratz, Yehuda Rahmanfar, Elisha Reihani, Nesanel Scherer, 
Shimon Wilhelm, Boruch Wolf; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Aharon Tzvi Abramson, Baruch Benyowitz, Chaim Deutsch, Shraga Feivel 
Friedman, Michoel Leib Katz, Yitzchok Meister, Eli Simcha Newman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Aryeh Aschendoff, Menachem 
Blum, Efraim Danzger, Tzvi Goldman, Zalman Goldring, Moshe Gross, Yisroel Dovid Hirsch, Zevi Itzkowitz, Binyomin Zev Korsinsky, 
Yerachmiel Landman, Aryeh Yaiche; Yeshiva Ketana Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; Elimelech Grossman; Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe; Kew 

Gardens, NY; Avraham Abba Freedman; Yeshiva Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH.
Grade 6 – Yosef Shalom Stern; Yeshiva Ketana; Los Angeles, CA; Yisroel Novice; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Kalman Hefter, Chaim Katz, 
Daniel Kraines, Naftali Kraines, Zevi Minkin, Yaakov Pianko, Eliyahu Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Mordechai Binyomin 
Bernstein; Cheder Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Yosef Davis, Yaakov Dovid Fromowitz, Yisroel Gottesman, Moshe Zev Huffman, David 
Kaufman, Moshe Miller; Yeshiva Baid Dovid; Spring Valley, NY; Bentzion Amira, Shmuel Glassman, Yehuda Itzkowitz, Yitzchok Shapiro; 
Yeshiva Ketana Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; Elazar Ahula, Chaim Pinchas Alon, Chaim Dovid Bendel, Yitzchok Binder, Yitzchok Dubinsky, 
Peretz Ehrlichster, Mordechai Friedman, Yaakov Gerber, Tzvi Gross, Mordechai Hartman, Pinchas Heber, Dovid Hofman, Yosef Hofstedter, 
Ushie Inglis, Tzvi Jacob, Tzali Jefferson, Yehuda Klahr, Mordechai Lando, Shimon Lukian, Avi Luss, Shloima Markowitz, Mordechai 
Reichmann, Boruch Ber Rubin, Alter Baruch Scheiner, Menachem Seliger, Binyomin Silberstein, Yitzchok Daniel Simon, Refoel Yehoshua 
Spiegel, Avromi Stern, Chaim Stern, Tzvi Ullman, Naftali Shaul Wachsman, Yitzchok Willner, Akiva Boaz Zeifman; Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah; 

Toronto, ON.
Grade 7 – Yaakov Eliyahu Naiman, Amrom Novice; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Yoel Goldstein, Yosef Mencer, Reuven Newman, Yakov 
Newmark, Aaron David Richards, Yehuda Rubin, Noach Salzberg, Avi Scherer, Dovi Shulman, Baruch Tessler; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; 
Baltimore, MD; Yisroel Meir Bandman, Ahron Baumgarten, David Berkovsky, Tzvi Dov Blank, Yerachmiel Dov  Ehrentrau, Yosef Shalom 
Gavrielov, Meir Gorgov, Yosef Chaim Gurgov, Nesanel Heller, Avrahom Yaakov Horowitz, Akiva Kaplan, Simcha Kaplan, Meir Rosenthal; 
Mirrer Yeshiva K’tana; Meshilem Zev Fisher; Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Brooklyn, NY; David Azoulay, Avi Bertman, Yitzchok Bertman, 
Meshulem Yoel Braun, Shlomo Enkin, Shmaya Grunfeld, Dovid Halperin, Mordechai Isaacs, Aaron Kuznicki, Yosef Yitzchock Lifshits, Elazar 
Malaib, Moshe Mann, Shraga Nathan, Yaakov Ouzzan, Elazar Pam, Refoel Moshe Paretzky, Eliezer Reiss, Yaakov Nosson Rosen, Ephraim 

Silver, Yona Zev Silver, Yitzi Sobel, Naftali Weiss; Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah; Toronto, ON.
Grade 8 – Shalom Barth, Betzalel Cohen, Nosson Tzvi Fogel, Daniel Herman, Chaim Newmark, Yaakov Tzvi Rayman, Akiva Asher 
Shafranovich; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yisroel Avrohom Eliezer Eckstein; Cheder Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Menachem 
Grossman; Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe; Kew Gardens, NY; Aharon Drazin; Hebrew Academy; Cleveland, OH; Tzvi Alon, Zev Basser, Yehuda 
Belsky, Mordechai Sender Colman, Dovid Enkin, Shimon Felder, Elazar Garfunkel, Eli Reichmann, Elchanan Ribacoff, Elchonon Zev Rosen, 
Yitzchok Aaron Rosenbaum, Nosson Meyer Rubanov, Kalman Rubner, Meir Simcha Schuster, Yosef Ullman, Eli Meir Weiss, Meir 

Wiesenfeld, Yehuda Zauderer, Ari Zimmerman; Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah; Toronto, ON; Yehudah Ceder; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX.



  

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

קַח עַמְרָם אֶת יוֹכֶבֶד  שָה … וַיִּ ישֶבַע … לְאִּ קַח אַהֲרֺן אֶת אֱלִּ שָה … וַיִּ … לְאִּ
יאֵל … וְאֶלְעָזָר  בְנוֹת פּוּטִּ שָה … לָקַח לוֹ מִּ )שְמוֹת ו׳:כ׳, כ״ג, כ״ה(    …לְאִּ  

 And עַמְרָם took יוֹכֶבֶד … as a wife … אַהֲרֺן took ישֶבַע  as a … אֱלִּ
wife … And אֶלְעָזָר … took for himself from the daughters of יאֵל  as a פּוּטִּ
wife …

The רַמְבַ״ן points out that there are only three cases where 
the תּוֹרָה mentions the wives of the leaders; each time, the reason is 
to teach us that the offspring of these great people descended not 
only from eminent fathers, but  from distinguished mothers as well. 
י ,יוֹכֶבֶד married עַמְרָם ישֶבַע married אַהֲרֺן .s daughter’לֵוִּ  sister of ,אֱלִּ
 who later became the most ,יְהוּדָה from the royal tribe of ,נַחְשוֹן
distinguished of the ים יאִּ ישֶבַע and אַהֲרֺן .נְשִּ  became the forebears אֱלִּ
of the ים נְחָס whose son ,אֶלְעָזָר .כֺהַנִּ  became the only one who was פִּּ
granted priesthood as a result of his own merit, married a daughter 
of יאֵל תְרוֹ and יוֹסֵף a name that, the Sages teach, refers to both ,פּוּטִּ .יִּ

* * * * *
The young Schiff girl had been blessed with a beatutiful 

voice and great talent. But for a religious girl in Vienna, Austria, in the 
early 1900s, coming from a traditional תּוֹרָה home, professional 
singing was not an option. 

One  day,  a  famous  agent  offered  the  girl  a  lucrative 
opportunity. Thrilled, she discussed the matter with her parents. 
When the Schiffs heard about the agent’s offer to their daughter, 
they knew that they could not allow her to accept it. The girl refused 
to listen. Her father brought her to the רָב, R' Shlomo Baumgarten 
 .who tried to convince her to abandon this choice of career ,זַצַ״ל
Sensing that she was not swayed, the רָב suggested that they visit R' 
Yitzchak Meir Heschel זַצַ״ל, the Kapishnitzer Rebbe, who was in 
Vienna at the time. Immediately, father and daughter set out to visit 
the י .רֶבִּ

As soon as they arrived, the frantic father poured out his 
heart. The י ישעֶ  ,then spoke to the girl. “Tell me רֶבִּ דִּ מײַן טײַעֶרעֶ ײִּ
 my dear Jewish daughter, why do you want so badly to go ,טאָכטעֶר
into this field?”

The girl answered honestly, “It is because of the fame that I 
will have. I’ll be known throughout the world.”

The י  closed his eyes, deep in thought, contemplating the רֶבִּ
sentiments the girl had just expressed. After a moment or two, he 
opened his eyes and began to speak.

“Listen closely, my dear daughter. It is the dream of every 
young Jewish woman to be blessed with a child who will illuminate 
the world through his תּוֹרָה learning. I promise that if you now 
sacrifice your chance at fame, there will come a time when you will 
be blessed with a child whose תּוֹרָה will light up the world. He will 
become the פּוֹסֵק הַדוֹר, one of the greatest halachic authorities of his 
time. Your fame will come — but it will be through him.”

The young Schiff girl wiped away her tears and thought 
deeply about the magnanimous promise the י  had just made. She רֶבִּ
was a fine, young Jewish girl — and so, after considering the offer, she 
accepted.

R' Dan Segal זַצַ״ל found this amazing episode in the  סֵפֶר
לוֹת  of Austria and decided to pursue the rest of the story. He קְהִּ
discovered that this girl eventually married and had a son by the 
name of שְמוּאֵל. He was R' Shmuel HaLevi Wosner זַצַ״ל, the ין  אַב בֵית דִּ
of בְנֵי בְרַק, the author of the י  and one of the outstanding ,שֵבֶט הַלֵוִּ
halachic authorities of our time.

When R' Dan approached R' Wosner to ask him if the story 
was  true,  he  became  quite  emotional  and  with  tears  in  his  eyes 
replied, “It all makes sense now … when I was younger, my mother 
always  encouraged  me  to  learn  well  and  be  an  ehrliche  Yid.  She 
always said, ‘You cannot imagine what I sacrificed for you.’”

This beautiful story is just one example of the sacrifices a 
Jewish mother makes for her children. It is impossible for children to 
fully appreciate this ׁמְסִירַת נֶפֶש — but all children, no matter what their 
age,  should  always  strive  to  do  their  best  in  order t o  make  their 
mothers’ sacrifices worthwhile.

Adapted from: Touched by a Story 3 (with kind permission from ArtScroll)

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד ,תַּ

R' Pinchus Hirschprung ״ל צַּ  Chief ,זַּ
Rabbi of Montreal, was not only known for his 
brilliant mind, but also for his sensitive heart 
that was always open to help a fellow Jew in 
trouble. There were times when he was only 
able to accomplish his remarkable acts of חֶסֶד 
by fusing both of these עֲלוֹת  special ,מַּ
attributes, together.

 Once, a ײִד in Montreal was in need 
of assistance from the Polish government.  
Although the Polish Consulate General was in 
Montreal, since the issue was sensitive, the 
best solution was having a face to face meeting 
with the Polish ambassador in the Embassy 
(stationed in Ottawa, over a 2 hour journey 
from Montreal). The man asked that R' Pinchus 

accompany him and testify on his behalf. The 
graciously agreed to travel the 125 רָב mile trip 
to help his fellow Jew.

The ײִד picked up R' Hirschprung at 
the appointed time. While en route, the רָב 
skimmed through all the documents the man 
had put together. One "non important" item in 
the car was a Polish book written by this same 
ambassador. Being fluent in Polish, R' 
Hirschprung glanced   through   the   book   
rapidly.   When   they   entered   the 
ambassador's office, he began to recite the 
entire message of the book to the amazed 
diplomat. The ambassador smiled. R' 
Hirschprung had spoken about a topic that 
warmed his heart. He spread his arms wide and 
said, “Rabbi, anything I can do for you, I will.”

My לְמִיד  R' Hirschprung was already ,תַּ
doing a great חֶסֶד just by accompanying this 
Jew on a long journey which took many hours 
of his time. He was a גָאוֹן and תְמִיד  who spent מַּ
every moment of his time in תוֹרָה learning. He 
surely could have spent his precious time in the 
car occupied in learning. Instead, he extended 
his חֶסֶד by using his genius to digest the 
contents of a diplomat’s book that he hoped 
could help in his חֶסֶד mission. תוֹרָה study is the 
greatest מִצְוָה of all, but there is a time for חֶסֶד. 
The רָב taught us one must perform that חֶסֶד 
using the same כּוֹחוֹת as one uses for learning 
.תוֹרָה

       יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
,בְיְדִידוּת Your רֶבִי
Story adapted from: The JCC of Montreal (writeup)

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

נַיִם מִקְרָא  ת שְׁ הִלְכ�וֹ
�וּם רְ�וּ ְ�אֶחָד תוַּ

Halacha 
Corner Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• R' Yaakov Kamenetsky זַצַ״ל would first read a ה שָּ רָּ  and פָּ
then he would recite each סוּק ה of that פָּ שָּ רָּ  followed by פָּ
the corresponding תַרְגּוּם.

• According to some opinions, one can fulfill part of one’s 
obligation for ד תַרְגּוּם א וְאֶחָּ  by reading along שְנַיִם מִקְרָּ
quietly during ה .קְרִיאַת הַתוֹרָּ

The Soloist’s Sacrifice ContestThe 11th International Pirchei שמו"ת
This week 7 of our 11th Annual Pirchei Newsletter International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ .contest שְׁ
In ים ,(חוֹבֶרֶת כ״ו תשע״ה:י) סֵפֶר אוֹר הַשַבָת  For .פָרָשָה was questioned regarding a child reviewing only part of a זַצַ״ל Kanievsky ר׳ חַיּׅ

וָה a child must normally fulfill the complete ,חִנּוּךְ גּוּם Regarding .מִצְׁ אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ ים ,שְׁ  was of the opinion that a child should be ר׳ חַיּׅ
trained “אַט אַט לְׁ  3rd grade (8+) ,שֵנִי until פָרָשָה Contest: 1st and 2nd grade (6+) should complete the שוֹבָבִים in stages, similar to our — ”לְׁ
until לִישִי בִיעִי 4th grade (9+) until ,שְׁ י 5th grade (10+) until  ,רְׁ  7th and 8th grades (12+) complete the entire ,שִשִי 6th grade (11+) until ,חֲמִיש ִ
 .פָרָשָה

Is your school or city represented in the Pirchei International גּוּם אֶחָד תַרְׁ רָא וְׁ נַיִם מִקְׁ  contest? Every week is a new opportunity שְׁ
to enter this raffle! Any week you and your school can join and become part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳. You can be part of hundreds of the 
children who are igniting the world with the כוּתְז  of this unique וָה גוּדָּה אַחַתֲא as an מִצְׁ ! 

It is not too late to enter the contest. To become a part of this amazing קִדּוּש ד׳, please send a weekly fax to 718 506 9633 or 
email to shnayimmikracontest@gmail.com signed by a parent – include your grade, name, school, city, state, zip, contact and fax #, and 
which פָרָשָה. 

The list of contestants as of press time for first 6 weeks of the contest are:
Grade 1 – Shlomo Bensoussan, Eitan Goldshteyn, Shmuel Lonner, Avi Posy, Yosef Shilian, Ahron Taub, Shmuel Yaiche, Yisroel Dovid 

Yaroslawitz, Aryeh Zweig; Yeshiva Ketana Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY.
Grade 2 – Aharon Simcha Goldman; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Aryeh Leib HaCohen Schwartz; M’kor Baruch; Passaic, NJ; Meir 
Bash, Alexander Brecher, Yaakov Friedman, Daniel Hild, Yosef Horovitz, Ezra Joudai, Avigdor Kalikstein, Eli Kupfer, Shlomo Lang, Tzvi Aryeh 
Moradi, Yitzchok Rosenfeld; Yeshiva Ketana Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; Mendy Zuckerman; Columbus Torah Academy; Columbus, OH.

Grade 3 – Yosef Moshe Naiman; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Baltimore, MD; Yanky Bernath, Yaakov Buzall, Yehuda Charish, Dovid 
Diamond, Yitzy Goldner, Binyamin Leitman, Yehoshua Don Perr, Nachy Rosenberg, Chaim Yitzchok Schachner, Shmuel Ahron Schorr, Tzvi 
Weiss, Dovi Werzberger; Yeshiva Toras Aron; Lakewood, NJ; Chananel Amira, Nachman Ettinger, Eli Fried, Chaim Moshe Klepfish, Akiva 

Kugielsky, Yechiel Zahler; Yeshiva Ketana Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; Haim Shlomo Gerzi; Beis Shalom; Beit Shemesh, Israel.
Grade 4 – Yehoshua Friedman, Akiva Lichterman; Yeshivas Chofetz Chaim (TA); Baltimore, MD; Dovid Dafner, Avner Davidoff, Asher 

Gohari, Benny Grossman, Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kupfer, Yosef Marcus, Shmuel Spitz; Yeshiva Ketana Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY.
Grade 5 – Reuvan Moshe Goldman, Yeshaya Nitekman; Rambam Day School; Savannah, GA; Eliyahu Azizzadeh, Dovid Bandari, Ovadia 
Davis, Yechezkel Goodwin, Shalom Lehman, Yehuda Lesnik, Yehuda Meir Oratz, Yehuda Rahmanfar, Elisha Reihani, Nesanel Scherer, 
Shimon Wilhelm, Boruch Wolf; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Aharon Tzvi Abramson, Baruch Benyowitz, Chaim Deutsch, Shraga Feivel 
Friedman, Michoel Leib Katz, Yitzchok Meister, Eli Simcha Newman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Aryeh Aschendoff, Menachem 
Blum, Efraim Danzger, Tzvi Goldman, Zalman Goldring, Moshe Gross, Yisroel Dovid Hirsch, Zevi Itzkowitz, Binyomin Zev Korsinsky, 
Yerachmiel Landman, Aryeh Yaiche; Yeshiva Ketana Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; Elimelech Grossman; Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe; Kew 

Gardens, NY; Avraham Abba Freedman; Yeshiva Derech HaTorah; Cleveland, OH.
Grade 6 – Yosef Shalom Stern; Yeshiva Ketana; Los Angeles, CA; Yisroel Novice; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Kalman Hefter, Chaim Katz, 
Daniel Kraines, Naftali Kraines, Zevi Minkin, Yaakov Pianko, Eliyahu Rayman; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Mordechai Binyomin 
Bernstein; Cheder Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Yosef Davis, Yaakov Dovid Fromowitz, Yisroel Gottesman, Moshe Zev Huffman, David 
Kaufman, Moshe Miller; Yeshiva Baid Dovid; Spring Valley, NY; Bentzion Amira, Shmuel Glassman, Yehuda Itzkowitz, Yitzchok Shapiro; 
Yeshiva Ketana Torah Vodaath; Brooklyn, NY; Elazar Ahula, Chaim Pinchas Alon, Chaim Dovid Bendel, Yitzchok Binder, Yitzchok Dubinsky, 
Peretz Ehrlichster, Mordechai Friedman, Yaakov Gerber, Tzvi Gross, Mordechai Hartman, Pinchas Heber, Dovid Hofman, Yosef Hofstedter, 
Ushie Inglis, Tzvi Jacob, Tzali Jefferson, Yehuda Klahr, Mordechai Lando, Shimon Lukian, Avi Luss, Shloima Markowitz, Mordechai 
Reichmann, Boruch Ber Rubin, Alter Baruch Scheiner, Menachem Seliger, Binyomin Silberstein, Yitzchok Daniel Simon, Refoel Yehoshua 
Spiegel, Avromi Stern, Chaim Stern, Tzvi Ullman, Naftali Shaul Wachsman, Yitzchok Willner, Akiva Boaz Zeifman; Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah; 

Toronto, ON.
Grade 7 – Yaakov Eliyahu Naiman, Amrom Novice; Yeshivas Kochav Yitzchok (TI); Yoel Goldstein, Yosef Mencer, Reuven Newman, Yakov 
Newmark, Aaron David Richards, Yehuda Rubin, Noach Salzberg, Avi Scherer, Dovi Shulman, Baruch Tessler; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; 
Baltimore, MD; Yisroel Meir Bandman, Ahron Baumgarten, David Berkovsky, Tzvi Dov Blank, Yerachmiel Dov  Ehrentrau, Yosef Shalom 
Gavrielov, Meir Gorgov, Yosef Chaim Gurgov, Nesanel Heller, Avrahom Yaakov Horowitz, Akiva Kaplan, Simcha Kaplan, Meir Rosenthal; 
Mirrer Yeshiva K’tana; Meshilem Zev Fisher; Talmud Torah Ohr Moshe; Brooklyn, NY; David Azoulay, Avi Bertman, Yitzchok Bertman, 
Meshulem Yoel Braun, Shlomo Enkin, Shmaya Grunfeld, Dovid Halperin, Mordechai Isaacs, Aaron Kuznicki, Yosef Yitzchock Lifshits, Elazar 
Malaib, Moshe Mann, Shraga Nathan, Yaakov Ouzzan, Elazar Pam, Refoel Moshe Paretzky, Eliezer Reiss, Yaakov Nosson Rosen, Ephraim 

Silver, Yona Zev Silver, Yitzi Sobel, Naftali Weiss; Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah; Toronto, ON.
Grade 8 – Shalom Barth, Betzalel Cohen, Nosson Tzvi Fogel, Daniel Herman, Chaim Newmark, Yaakov Tzvi Rayman, Akiva Asher 
Shafranovich; Yeshivas Toras Simcha; Baltimore, MD; Yisroel Avrohom Eliezer Eckstein; Cheder Toras Zev; Lakewood, NJ; Menachem 
Grossman; Yeshiva Tiferes Moshe; Kew Gardens, NY; Aharon Drazin; Hebrew Academy; Cleveland, OH; Tzvi Alon, Zev Basser, Yehuda 
Belsky, Mordechai Sender Colman, Dovid Enkin, Shimon Felder, Elazar Garfunkel, Eli Reichmann, Elchanan Ribacoff, Elchonon Zev Rosen, 
Yitzchok Aaron Rosenbaum, Nosson Meyer Rubanov, Kalman Rubner, Meir Simcha Schuster, Yosef Ullman, Eli Meir Weiss, Meir 

Wiesenfeld, Yehuda Zauderer, Ari Zimmerman; Yeshiva Yesodei Hatorah; Toronto, ON; Yehudah Ceder; Torah Day School; Dallas, TX.



Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

R' Pinchas Hirschprung זַצַ״ל, was born in Dokla, Poland, to 
ים ד He learned under  .ר׳ חַיִּ נְחַת סוֹלֶת) Tevli ר׳ דָוִּ ית /בַעַל מִּ אַב בֵּ
ין י) his maternal grandfather ,(דִּ  of R' Yankele of רֶבִּ

Pshevork, the Klausenberger Rebbe, and others). At 13, he published  י פְרִּ
נְחָס ל journal of תּוֹרָה By 15, he was editing the monthly .פִּ שְרָאֵּ י יִּ אֹהֶל  ,גְדוֹלֵּ
ין He joined .תּוֹרָה י לוּבְלִּ יבַת חַכְמֵּ י where his ,יְשִּ  ,זַצַ״ל R' Meir Shapiro ,רֶבִּ
attested that נְחָס ים knew 2,200 ר׳ פִּ  He fled to Vilna !בְעַל פֶה—גְמָרָא of דַפִּ
during WWII. In 1942, after securing a visa, he accepted the position of  רָב
לַת עַדַת יְשוּרוּן יבַת מֶרְכָז הַתּוֹרָה in Montreal, Canada. When דְקְהִּ  opened, he יְשִּ
became יבָה יר He was elected .ראֹש יְשִּ  Chief Rabbi of Montreal. His ,גאב״ד הָעִּ
דְקוּת was matched only by his גְאוֹנוּת .חֶסֶד and צִּ

 כ״ז טבת
5672 – 5758 
1912 – 1998 

 While yet a חוּר  ,זַצַ״ל R' Pinchus Hirschsprung ,בָּ
a ק  took ,זַצַ״ל of R' Meir Shapiro תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָּ
over the position of the בוֹחֵן, tester, for 
ה applying to the תַלְמִידִים  after the יְשִיבָּ
ה s'רֶבִי בְעַל  ,This meant being fluent .פְטִירָּ
א in 400 ,פֶה רָּ  קֶבֶר Inscribed on his .דַפֵי גְמָּ
are the words, “  וְאָהוּב נַפְשוֹ שֶל רַבוֹ הגר״מ
א זַצַ״ל  He was the beloved of the — שַפִירָּ
soul of his רֶבִי, the אוֹן זַצַ״ל R' Meir Shapiro ,גָּ
.” His רֶבִי, R' Meir Shapiro, once remarked, "It 
would have been כְדַאי, worth it, for me to open the 
ה חַכְמֵי לוּבְלִין    "!תַלְמִיד just for this one יְשִיבָּ
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ת לֵב פַרְעֺה    ה אֶׁ ם … אֲנִי אַקְשֶׁ ת עַמִי … וְלאֺ יִשְמַע אֲלֵכֶׁ ת צִבְאֺתַי אֶׁ וְהוֹצֵאתִי אֶׁ
ץ מִצְרַיִם  רֶׁ …בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל מֵאֶׁ  

And I shall harden פַרְעֺה’s heart … And he will not listen to you 
… And I shall take out My legions, My people בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל, from the land of 
Egypt…” (שְמוֹת ז׳:ג׳,ד׳)

Why was it necessary to harden פַרְעֺה’s heart? What would 
have been different if פַרְעֺה would have allowed the Jews to leave? R' 
Chaim Friedlander ז״ל explains: Had פַרְעֺה listened to ה  s demand’מֺשֶׁ
that בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל be released from Egypt, we might be grateful in some 
manner to הקב״ה .פַרְעֺה did not want בְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל to be thankful to 
anyone but Him. Consequently, He created a situation where it was 
obvious that only הקב״ה – without any “assistance” – took us out of 
.מִצְרַיִם

The מִדְרָש teaches us the extent to which we must recognize 
our benefactor so that we can feel gratitude towards that person.  ה מֺשֶׁ
 ,who was striking a Jew. When this became known מִצְרִי killed a רַבֵינוּ
ה  was forced to flee the country, fearing for his life, and he came to מֺשֶׁ
 s daughters were pushed away by the local’יִתְרוֹ One day, as .מִדְיָן
shepherds, ה stepped in and dispersed the would מֺשֶׁ be attackers. 
When the girls came home, they told ֹיִתְרו that an אִיש מִצְרִי had 
rescued them. The simple explanation is that ה  was dressed like a מֺשֶׁ
 who had intervened on their מִצְרִי so they thought that it was a ,מִצְרִי
behalf.

The מִדְרָש interprets the words differently by first citing a 

 A man is bitten by a wasp and runs to the river to cool off the .מָשָל
stinging bite. Arriving at the river, he sees a child drowning and jumps 
in to save him. The child tells the man, “If not for you, I would have 
drowned.” The man replies, “If not for the wasp, I would not have 
been here to save you.” When ֹיִתְרו’s daughters thanked ה  for מֺשֶׁ
saving them, he told them, “Do not thank me; thank the מִצְרִי that I 
killed. If not for him, I would not be here today.” Thus, when ֹיִתְרו’s 
daughters spoke of a מִצְרִי having saved them, they were referring to 
the מִצְרִי whom ה  s daughters can be’יִתְרוֹ had killed. The words of מֺשֶׁ
interpreted as, “a מִצְרִי rescued us” — the מִצְרִי who caused ה  s’מֺשֶׁ
running away saved them.

There are many מִצְוֹת that are based on the concept of  הַכָרַת
 the ,מִקְרָא בִכוּרִים of מִצְוָה Perhaps the most well known is the .הַטוֹב
reading of the (מִצְוָה תרו) בִכוּרִים.

י הַמִצְוָׁה שֵׁ רָׁ  מִשָׁ
The ְחִנּוּך explains that the purpose of reading the four פְסוּקִים in the 
 is to verbalize our feeling of ‘Thank You.’  The level of בִכוּרִים of פָרָשָה
gratitude is stronger when we say with words that we are feeling in 
our hearts. The ְחִנּוּך continues and explains that the stronger the 
feeling of gratitude, the greater will be the new בְרָכָה that we will 
receive from ד׳. In His kindness, ד׳ rewarded us with this מִצְוָה (to 
express our feelings) so that we will merit to receive additional בְרָכָה. 
[This adds another dimension to the מִצְוָה of מִצְוָה ) סִפוּר יְצִיאַת מִצְרַיִם
.[(כא Adapted from:  וארא —ספר החנוך על פרשת השבוע   
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI On the Lower East Side there lived a disturbed 
person known as ‘the Professor.’ He was a 

harmless fellow who imagined he was both a 
medical genius and a high-ranking army official.

The Professor was a familiar face in the home 
of R’ Moshe Shisgal ZT”L. He would join the 

family for meals, and they would prepare food 
for him to take wherever he might be going.

A talmid once visited R’ Shisgal’s home and 
found his Rebbi had company…

The Professor had brought a transistor radio, 
which he was proudly showing off. He turned the 
radio to the highest volume and was switching 

from station to station.

The loud noise was disturbing R’ 
Shisgal and his talmid, but he did not 
have the heart to dampen the man’s 

spirits by asking him to turn the radio 
off. Suddenly, Rav Shisgal had an idea…

R’ Moshe Feinstein wrote about his son-in-law, R’ 
Shisgal, “…even in this country a man as great as he 
developed, so that many other students of Torah 

follow in his path to become great in Torah and in deed.”

Allow me to introduce 
you to the Professor…Oh! I must 
explain: I call him the Professor, 
because that is what he wants to 

be called!

STAND 
at ATTENTION! ... 

YOU MUST RESPECT 
RANK!

Poor man, just 
ignore him! He comes 

here daily...

“Yom Shabboson Ain 
Lishkoach…V’shom Yonuchu 

Yegi’ei Koach… Yonah Matza…”

Professor, 
are these military 

secrets that I 
hear?

Well, as you know, 
I am not a member of 

the military. I probably 
shouldn’t be hearing 

these things.

Oy! Rabbi, my 
apologies! you 

are right!

This is a 
military radio 

and it broadcasts 
military secrets!

5681-5733 1921-1973 ct ojbn wd

ה ם ר׳ was born in Slutsk, White Russia, to זַצַ״ל Shisgal ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ מֹשֶׁ הָּ ק אַבְרָּ יִצְחָּ  and Charna. At age 4, he 
emigrated with his family to the USA. At age 11, he went to study in דַעַת ה וָּ ה תּוֹרָּ  where he was ,יְשִיבָּ
quickly promoted to the ה ה s highest shiur, that of the’יְשִיבָּ  where he ,זַצַ״ל Heiman ר׳ שְלֹמֹה ,ראֹש יְשִיבָּ
quickly became his prize תַּלְמִיד. While still a חוּר דַעַת in מַגִיד שִעוּר he became a ,בָּ ה וָּ ה תּוֹרָּ  where he ,יְשִיבָּ
taught for 20 years. In 1943, he married Faya Gittel, daughter of ה  In 1951, he took .זַצַ״ל Feinstein ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
over his father’s position as ב  of Congregation Beth HaKnesses, an unpaid position he held for 18 רָּ
years. In 1954 he began to teach in לַיִם ת יְרוּשָּ רֶׁ א תִּפְאֶׁ  where he taught for 8 years. He was close ,מְתִיבְתָּּ
to ר׳ יַעֲקֹב Kamenetsky ר׳ אֵלִיָּהוּ ,זַצַ״ל Henkin ר׳ אַהֲרֹן ,זַצַ״ל Kotler זַצַ״ל and, of course, ה  .זַצַ״ל Feinstein ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
His learning, צִדְקוּת and davening are legendary. ה  Let it be …“ ,זַצַ״ל wrote about his son-in-law ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
understood that even in this country a man as great as he developed, so that other ה  will בְנֵי תּוֹרָּ

follow in his path to become great in ה  ”… and in deed תּוֹרָּ

פרשה: וארא     הפטרה: ...בקבצי את בית ישראל... )יחזקאל כח:כה-כט:כא(

יום כפור קטן ביום רביעי הבא עלינו לטובה
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